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SAFETY RESPONSIBILITY UNIT : 
DRIVER'S LICENSE: 
CHAUFFEUR'S LICENSE : 

(1) A person who has only a chauffeur's 
license and who has his license suspended, 
and is required by law to furnish proof 
of financial responsibility should have 

his chauffeur ' s license returned to him upon furnishing proof of 
financial responsibility on all vehicles owned by him . (2) A per­
son who has his license suspended and is required to maintain proof 
of financial responsibility and for whom there is filed proof of 
financial responsibility on one specific vehicle by a proper person 
under the terms of Section 303.250, should have his license, either 
operator's, chauffeur ' s or both, returned to him with a notation 
on the face of the license that said license is restricted to driv­
ing the particular vehicles for which proof was furnished . 

FILED June 6, 1958 

~~r L. G. Cass 
-------~s~ampervisor, Safety Responsibility Unit 

Department of Revenue 
Jeffe rson Building 
Jefferson City, Missouri 

Dear Mr . Cassc 

You recently requested a n opinion on the following subjectt 

" I f a subJect has only a chauffeur ' s license 
issued t o him, if his driving privileges are 
suspended and the chauffeur• s license is sur­
rendered to thi s office, and if a Jorm SR- 22 
1a tiled showin~ that the subject has insurance 
coverage for only his privately owned vehicle , 
could his driving privil eges be reinstated and 
he be notif ied that he could apply f or an op­
erator's license, but that his chauffeur ' s 
license could not be returned unt i l such time 
as proof or financial responsibility relevant 
to the vehicl e or vehicles which he would oper-
ate while using said license is filed with 
this Unit. 

We al so request an opin1.on as to the return 
of an operator' s and chauffeur ' s l i cense under 
Section 303 .250 where a Form SR-22A i s filed 
f or a subject by the owner of one specific 
vehicle. " 

For clarity we set out Section 303 . 020, RSMo Cum. Supp . 1957, 
subsections 4 and 11, which is a part of' the definition section 



Mr. L. G. cass 

of the sarety fte.apons1b111ty r..aw, and defines license and regis­
trati on as follows: 

n'License', an operator's or driver's license, 
temporary instruction permit, chauffeur 's or 
registered operator's license issued under 
the laws of this state; 

n • Registration •, registration certificate or 
certificates and registrati on plates issued 
under the laws of this state pertaining to the 
registration of motor vehicles;" 

We also set out Section 303. 1501 RSMo Cum. Supp. subparagraphs 
1 and 2 as followss 

"1. Whenever the director, under any law 
of this state1 suspends or revokes the l i ­
cense of any person upon receiving record 
of a conviction or a forfeiture of bail, the 
director shall also suspend the regi stration 
for all motor vehicles registered in the 
name of such person except that he shall 
not suspend such registration. unless other ­
tlise required by law, if such person has 
previously given or shall immediately give 
and thereaft er maintain proof of f i nancial 
responsibility with respect t o all motor 
vehicles registered by such person. 

"2. Such license and registration shall 
remain suspended or revoked and shall 
not at any time thereafter be renewed, 
nor shall any l icense be thereaf ter issued 
to suoo person, nor shall any motor vehicle 
be thereafter l"egistered in the name of 
such person, until pe rmitted under the 
motor velucle laws of this state, and not 
t hen unless and until he shall give and 
thereafter maintain proof or financial 
responsib111 ty." 

Section 303.1601 paragraph 1 and subparagraph 1 read: 
11 1 . :Proof of financial responsibility when 
required under this chapter with respect to 
a motor vehicle or with respect to a person 
who is not the owner of a motor vehicle may 
be given by filing: 
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" (1) A certificate ot insurance u provided 
in aection 303.090 or aection 303.170; or" 

Section 303.170# reads: 

1. Proot ot tinanoial reapon1ibility may 
be turni1hed by tiling with the director the 
written oert1t1cate ot any in1urance carrier 
dul7 authorised to do buainea1 in thia atate 
certit7ins that there 11 1n ettect a motor 
vehicle liability policy tor the benetit ot 
the per1on required to turn11h proot ot 
t1nano1al reaponaibil~ty. Such oertiticate 
ahall &ive tbe etteotive date ot aucb aotor 
vehicle 11abil1t7 policy, which date ahall 
be the a&M aa the ettective date ot the 
cert1t1cate, and 1hall deaisnate b7 explicit 
4eacript1on or by appropriate reterenc• all 
motor vehicles covered thereb;r, unleaa the 
policy 11 1aaue4 to a person who ia not the 
owner ot a motor vehicle. 

"2. •o aotor vehicle shall be or continue 
to be reaiatered in the name ot &n7 peraon 
required to tile proot ot tinanoial reapon­
aib111t7 unleae auch aotor vehicle ia ao 
dea1gnated in auch a certificate • . , 

We aaau.e that the aituation referred to ari1ea when a peraon 
who holds only a chautteur•a license hal hia licenae revoked or 
suspended due to conv1ct1onl or due to an unaatiatied Ju4gment 
an4 the period ot revocation or auepen1ion baa paaaed. The person 
then 1upplies 70ur division with a properly authorized torm atating 
that the ~raon baa 1naurance on a privately owned vehicle (your 
Pora 8&-22). No proot ia ottered# ho .. ver, tor co ... rcial vehicles 
which U7 be driven by the peraon but which are not owned by him. 
Your queat1on then ia whether, u.n4er theae c1rcuaatancea, you 
1U.7 keep the cbaut'teur•a license and request the individual to 
apply tor a driver's licenae. 

We believe that thia procedure ia i11proper. 'l'be det1nition 
section ot the Satet7 a..,onaib111ty Law clearly treats driver•' 
licenaea and cbautteura' lioenaea aa being covered under the term 
license. A person who haa hil licen .. 1uw.pended tor convictions 
or beoauae ot an un1at11tied judgment under the law mustiRintain 
tuture proot ot financial respone1b1lity tor all motor vehiclea 
owned by him betore hia lioenae JDa7 be returned. He may do th1e 
by auppl.7ing proper cert1t1catea ot inauranee indicating that 1n­
aurance 11 in torce on all ot hia vehicles. 

-3-



Mr. L. G. Case 

See Sections 303 .1601 RSMo Cum. Supp. 1957 and 303 .170. &~t when 
the return of hl& llcenae is allowed by law and when proper proof 
or financial l~aponaibility is filed wi th your Unit, then the lic­
ense or the person is to be returned. License, as before stated, 
under this Law, means operator's and chauffeur' s license. It is 
further noted in this regard that no authority is given und~r the 
law for the Director of Revenue to request a person who has a 
chauffeur's license to secure a driver' s license before his driving 
prlvlleges will be restored. 

We feel, therefore, that when the return of the license is 
permitted by law and when the person submits proper proof of finan­
cial responsibility for all vehiclee owned by him, his license, and 
this term includes chauffeur's license, must be returne~ to him. 

Aa for your second question, Section 303 . 250, RBMo Cum. Supp. 
19571 reads as f ollowss 

"Whenever any person required to give proof 
of financial responsibility hereunder is 
or later becomes an operator i n the employ 
of any owner, or is or later becomes a 
member of the immediate family or household 
of the owner, the <.Ureotor shall accept 
proof given by such owner i n lieu of proof 
by such other person t o permit such other person 
to operate a motor vehicle for which the owner 
has given proof as herein provided. The dir­
ector shall designate the restrictions imposed 
by this &ection on the tace or such peraon•s 
license .• '' 

Your form S1l-22A is a rorm which certifies that there is 
i nsurance on a certain vehicle which will be used by the revoked 
licensee. When this rom is filed by someone enumerated in the 
above cited statute, the Director designates the restrictions to 
be placed on the license and returns the license to the revoked 
license holder. A question might arise as to what restrictions 
the Director may properly itnpose on the tace of the license. We 
feel that this is answered by the language or the statute which 
says, in part: '•to penni t such other person to operate a motor 
veldcle for which the owner has given proof as herein required . n 

This, we feel , restricts the revoked licensee to driving only the 
car for which proof hae been arro~ded. The Director should prop­
erly note on the license of the person that he is restricted to 
driving this certain specific vehicle. The license with such no­
tation should then be returned to the licensee. License, of course, 
in this instance, also means chauffeur's license, operator's lic­
ense. or both . 
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CONCLUSION 

It is the opinion of this office that: 

(1) A person who has only a cllauffeur•o liccneo and who has 
his license suspended, and is required by law to rurnish proof' of 
financial respons1b111ty should have hls chauffour'6 license re­
turned to him upon furnlshing proof of financial responsibility on 
all ver~cles owned by him. 

(2) A person who has his license G.uspended a11d is required 
to maintain proof of financial responsibility and for whom there 
is filed proof or financial responsibility on one specific vehicle 
by a proper person under the terms of Section 303.2501 should have 
his license, ei,ther operator• s • . chauffeur• s , or both, returned to 
him with a notation on the r ace of the 11cenae that said license 
is restricted to 4r1ving the particular vehicle f or which proof 
was furniehed. 

'l'he foregoing op1n1on which I hereby •pprove was prepared 
by my assistant , Jlr. James E. Conway. 

JEOt­
mJb 

Very truly yours, 

JOHN R. DAL'l'ON 
Attorney General 


