COUNTY COURT: County court not authorized to submit
ELECTIONS: question of relocating polling places
POLLING PLACES:. - to voters at general election in 1955,

‘ FILED

October 19, 1956 ;E "

Honorable Forrest L, Hill
Prosecuting Attorney
Howard County

Fayette, Missouri

Dear Mr. Hill:

This is in response to your request for opinion dated
October 16, 1956, which reads, in part, as follows:

"Is the County Court of a third class
county authorized to submit the guestion
of re-locating the place of voting in a
certain election precinct to the voters
residing in that precinct on November 6,
19567 This propusal would be submitted
on a separate ballot,"

In an opinion rendered to Honorable John R, Caslavka dated
January 21, 1952, copy enclosed, this office censtrued Sections
111.220, 111,240 and 111.380, RSWo 1949, as followss

"In reading the above-quoted ssections we
conatrue them to mean that the duty of
designating the places of holding eleo~
tions, or the polling places., is initially
imposed on the gounty courts of the several
counties."”

A search of the stabtutes does not reveal any astatutory
authority for the submission of the question of the location of
polling places to the votera, In the case of State ex rel,
Edwards v. Bllison, 271 Mo, 123, 129, 196 8W 751, the Supreme
Court of Migsouri said:

"# »# 1t is the law of this State that 'no
election can be held unless provided for by
law! (State ex rel. v, Jenkine, 43 Mo, 1.c.

265) » » 8.



Honorable Forrest L. HMill

Sea also 3tate ex inf. Rice ex rel. Allman v. Hawk, 360 Mo.
490, 228 8sw2d 785, 787,

CONCLUSION

It is therefore the opinion of this office that the sounty
court of & third class county is not authorized %o submit the
question of relocating the place of voting in an election precinct
to the voters at the electlion te be held on November 6, 1956,

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, was prepared
by my Assistant, John W, Inglish,

Yours véry truly,

JOHN M, DALTON

| Attorney General
JWIzml

Ene.




