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. VOTER' REetiSTRATJ:ON: t 
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SENATE BILL NO. /29i: 

i 

Persons who are registetred pri~r t~" July 1, 
1955, in cities covered by Senate Bill No. 
297 are not obliged to reregister by Section 
116.040, RSMo 1949. 

August 3, 1955 

Hono.ra'bt• Scott o. Wrlsht 
Proseouttna Attornet 
BQ •• t';<J'dl'ltf .. 
Oolwtabt•; ~le soun 

t>ea~ s:t.re 

J'QV t'equ•at tq.f! •an op1nton reada aa follow$ t 

"'lhl• ottlo$ would be ver7 grat•tul to you 
1t rou. -w-oul<t .P$nd.e.r us an opinJ..()n Qn the 
following 'tte•t1ons 

•ttruie.r senate itll No. 291, .4o _per!Jon• who 
w•re reatatet-t4 pr1c~ to .fulf 1~ 19S;, in 
e1tl•• covet-ed bJ' W• ilU ha:v• to t-e• . 
regls·teJI' in acfu,.,dance w~th Section 1.1.6.040• 
a.s. Mo. 1949• J;t t4e7 w•.ve -'•g1ate.t-e4 p,rlor 
to lul7 1, 1'$S, unde.r $E.tot1on 11.$.070, a.s~ 
Mo. 1949• vhi~h ••~•ton b.a• 'bGen rep•ale4 · 
-.y $enate 8111 No. 29Tt• 

sen.ate &111 No. 297, which W&iJ passed by both !I()....,see ot 
the General Assemb:J.r and s!gne( bf the Qov~u·no .. on 1\u:le 291 19.$5, 
w111 go into ett•ot on the 29th ot August; 19$5. The prov1atone 
or thts 'bill are ae tol.lowat 

"seotion 1. Sections_ll4.010 to 114.270, 
b$1ng allot chapter 114, aeot1ons 115.010 
to 11.$ .• 180, be1ng all ot chapter ll.$, and 
section ll:6.010,. RSMo 19491 are repealed 
and on~ new section enat$ed 1n lieu thereof 1. 

to be .known as section U6.010, to .read as 
follows: 

"11.6 • 010.. There Shf!lll be a regis tra tlon 
of q,ual.tfied votEt.rs unde.r the prorl$10n$ ot 
this chapter in. every city contair11ng at 
least ten thousand inhabitant- located 1n 
9n'1 oo1mt7 not having a provision tor regis• 
tration or voters. The regia·tration shall 
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be held at the otflce ot the 4Jount7 cl.er)t 
e:atept 1n ol ties i:,n mich tb&. O()unt:r ol4tP,lc baa no ott1oe Where· the registration shall· 
be held tn tlul ottice ot the e:tt·l cl.e.rk· . 
who sha~l be ~l..hed. with the riec~asur·· 
supplies" TQ.& r.eg~st~at!on shall be held·. 
w1 th.tn ·the ho.uri.t of. eight•th1:r>t;7 a.m.· a.nd · 
five .p,m, Atte,r· ao reg,l$ttJ'ins; a. q,ualit!e<J 
voter $hall not b• requl;re4 to r•g1at•r. · ~J.lp. 
unless obliged to d.<l to 'b7 the te.tm.• ot . thl. 
chapttr• l_fhe registration ot an7 voter ma7 · 
be .changedl oail4t2.•4 ol! trana~~rt'ecl .onlr •• -
prov1d.e4 in th1a chjptt»• No voter wh()' hae 
reg1stex-ed in aJ17 city prlo,r to' ~ulr 1, 19$.56 
.$hall bf.' required to· register uncler this 11ec• . 
tion unless ob~1sed !2, !! .!9. b.l. othe;r section!•" 

f"' • 
' I' '• 

The first sentence of this _bill would seem to provide that in 
every city or over ten thousand, not having provision tor registra­
tion of voters, tbtre would ha11e to be a r~gis~l'ation t>f q~l1t1ed. 
voters acoord1ri~ to other sections' ot Ohaptex- 116,., RSMo 'lt949, Cum. 
Supp. 195·3; w~ethe,r such persons. had regtat•red befo~e or not; but 
the last sentence of this bill cleu~ly r•tut~s this .if.\oa and states 
that no vote~ who has refistered in any oi tr prior to Julr l; 19. 55, 
shall be requll:'ed to reg s'be,r under this s~urtion 1 unless oblifed 
!2, 12, .!2.& other section,§ £!.!: thi11. Oly\Pttt (being Ohapter·t~ • 

Your question 1'8 whtther Section 116.040, RaMo 1949, comes 
within the phrase "unlesa obliged to do so by o~her sections or 
this chapter." 

Section 116.040 reads as tollo~ar 

"1. Each person who shall otter to register 
under this c,hapter shall appeal' at the ottioe 
of the county clerk within .the time and hours 
herein stated. such persons shall answer 
truthfully all questions as to identity, res1• 
dence and qualifications called to.r by the 
.registra~ion records required by this ohapte,.. 
'!'here shalf be p,avided b7 the county clerk 
three sheets or (lards tor the registration or 
ee.ch voter. Said cards or sheets shall be 
adapted for usG tn loose leaf or card regia• 
tration binders. One of said sheets or card$ 
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p.Poy.ided to'/! each voter .·shall be t1nte4 pink, 
one · blu.e and anothe.r white. B•1.d oud,s o.r 
sh:&e1UI shall cc>ntain. the. tpl).owittg information: 

• :\ : '. ., -.· ': • ' ' ! ; . • • . ' 

"Npe •.. ~ • • • • . • • . • . •. -• •. • -. • • • 

It • • ., .. .. • • • • • • -.. • 
,·t. 

~ooat1on or · R•s1dent·• s plao• ot 
b~~li ' ' • • '-~- ' .• ' • • • • ·,' :~'' .. ' • • ' • • • 

Oo1o,. .-- •. . • · '.· , · · Sex • · ; . • , • Age , • • 

Qecn.tpat1on • , • · .- • , • ,; • · • • • • • 

Term ot Re$1dence • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • , • ,. , ··State • • .- • • oountr • .- • • 

• • • • • • Precinct 

Natilralized .,._ Oo~t in which Na.turalized • 

sworn (Yes or No) 

Remarks# 

Voter's Signature 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

"On each registration sheet, and below the 
el$Ctor 't a signatlU'e, shall be the following . 
to$' which shall be kept. bf .the judges of 
eleotioru · 

EleQtion Registration Voted Rejected Remarks 
Date Number 

'*At the time of registration1 and a:f'te~ 
supplying the information oe.J.lod for on said 
registration reeords, each person shall write 
his full name on each of the three registration 
records and shall, at the sam.e tim.e, take the 
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following oath; wh1oh shall be 1naer1btt4 
above bis o.t- he:r signatni.re'. on each sheet, 
as tt>llowat · · · 

· ·AfFlDA VLT. tl'· REGISTRAtiON , 

"The tmdersigr1ed affiant • be:tng tlu.l;r awQ.m, 
sa.;rs: · 

•I hereby swear (or •ttlr~Jl) th$t. the 
•ttatem.ent.s nutd.e h$ti•1n ·are true and that on 
or betore thell.e•t ensuing prtmart or,eloot1on 
I will be at leaa11; twenty .. one feu• ot age t 
and· that. x. am Ol", will };;•• on.,.,aald date. a 
qualified eleotor in the city ot . • • 

••2. It any appl1eut 1s unable to sign his 
n.ua•1 the application toJJ ~eg1strab10l1 .. shall 
be written to11 ·him and tbe affidavit of 
regis tl"a-tion. shall 1noluda1 under • ReJnar](•" • 
the date ot b1J-1lh. the height .!.n teet· fmd 
1nob~a, .colop of eyes.and anr d1$t1nguiah1ng 
ma.rka. Be shall then sign th• application 
tor registration and aff14avit by making his 
mark tn the usual manner." 

' ... " ? 

Section 116.oq.o, RSf4:() 1949• .has to do only with method or 
registr-.tion Qf those rttquir&dto register under Chapter 116. 
It does not obligate an.fWhere th.e~ein e.nr person to register 
oP reregiste.r. Thereto-ret it is the opinion of this office that 
those persons living 1n cities covered by Senate Bill No.t 2.97 
and registered. prior to July .1, 19$5; undeJS Section l.15.o;o, 
RSMo 1949• wh1oh section was repealed by Senate Bill No. 297, 
are not obliged. to reregister bj Seoid.an 116.0401 RSMo 1949• 

Section U6.0TO, RSMol949, provides for the reregistering 
of persons if the7 change thei.t- na:me or address within the city, 
and Seet1on 116.080, RSMo 1949, Pt'OVides tor the reinstatement 
of registration by voter who b.as not voted in the last two · 
general elections. Those p~rsons coming within these two sections 
are the ;persons meant to oome within the phrase "unl.ess obliged 
to do so by other sections of this chaptertt contained 1n senate 
Bill No. 297. 

CONCLUSION 

It is the opinion of this of .fica that persons who t;tre . 
registered prior to Ju.ly 1, 1955, in cities covered by Senate 
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Honorable Seott o. Wright 

Bill No. 297 ·are not required to ,reregister by Section 116.040, 
R8!o 1949.· 

The foregoing opini,on, wh.ieh I hereby a,ppro"t·e, was prepared 
by my Al!ndstant, Harold L. Volltm&t-. 

HLVtml 

Your$ very truly, 

JO lDT M • DALTON 
Attorne7 General 


