
MOTOR VEHIClES: A person under twenty...one years of age operating a school 
HIGHWAY PATROL.:: bus transporting ten or less pupils is required to have 
SCHOOL BUS: q,. chauffeur's license unless said school bus is owned by 

. Uo s .. , s:tate of Missouri, Municipality or politio<!!Sub ... 
division of the State, which includes school district, in such case the 
operator need only have an operator's licenseo If said school bu.l;l trans­
ports more than ten pupils regardless of ownership, if the operator is 
under 21 years of age, he is required to have a chauffeur's license. A 
person 18 years of age duly licensed as a chauffeur may operate a school 
bus regardless of the number of pupils carried. 
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Ool.oM1 Hugh a. Waggoner 
Supe~intenclent 
IU8so'l;ll1. S.tate :Highwq. ·Patrol 
lttte~&on' Qtt.y, ·;Mb•ourf. 

. ,,, ' 

De~ Oolonel Waggoner;. 

. . rllb' . will acknowledg$ ' receipt ot your .-eq,uest for an opinion 
which readau 

"We have several questions regarding Seot.ion 
302.0Sl as re.enacted by Senate. Bill No •. 8JJ 
Section )02.070 as :re..enacted by Senate BUl 
No. 251J and the definition of ttebaufteurtt 
in Section 302.010 as re..enacted by Senate 
Bill No. 2$1 wbtcb bUlB were passed ·bt the 
68th General Assembly and which b$come et• 
teoM:ve August 29, 19$). fh8 questions are 
aa follows; 

(1) Is a persott; under' the age ot 
21 years, required to haw a cbatlt­
teur's liqense if operating a eehool 
bus transporting less than 10 pupUs? 
If the bus transports more than 10 
pvpUs? 

(2) May e; person who is 16 years of 
age anci properly licensed aa a cbaut• 
teur operate a aohool bus regardless 
of the number ot pupils transported? 

It is respecttull.y requested that you fQm.isb. 
us with an official opinion to the questions 
listed above •" 



$$nate Bill 2Sl and Senate Bill 8$ referred to berelnabo...8 both 
wen. t~ agreed. to an4 tinal.l~ passed by the 68th Oe:neral lw••mbl7 
ot tb$ Stf.te. ot Miaaovt. Nettber 'btU oarried. an ••raenoy clause, 
tberefoN1 bOth bloame etteott'Ve on August 291 19SS. 

. - . . . 

Sei'late Bill 2511 repealed Seotion 3t».0701 ltSMo UfJ Ou'fl. Supp.,. 
and re-ena.cted in lift tbereot a new seetion botm by the • ._ tmlllber 
which rewi· 

tiJo person who ta under tb8 ap ot twfll\ty• . 
one Jeara a ball dr.t:va aDT>JMtor veWle whUe 

· · · · ·tn. ,._,, :u ·a;aohoo1 w• or public or .o<HIIIIlOn 
.·· · ··earr~, .ot personal or pwpertiy untU htt has 

· ~on l~enaed.. as· a cbaU.fteur, emept that 
, , .. : · · ~wrtiJ :ot :twcka ot lees tlW:t. 0nt1 ton ' 

· .,nutaoturerts n.ted oaputty may be lioeued 
a8 a "olltutteur U at least etghteell yesra ot 

. , ag~···· . 
. ; '•'. 

·· seotiott. 302.070 UMc:t. 19.13 o .... supp., contaitled an. exception 
tbentn not tound in. Section )02 .• 0701 Sena~ Jill 2Jl,· relative to 
drive1'8 o.t'•~~Ql bWIHSI ai'd proyt~d tluit. 1t JlO't· atore than 10 
pup1l8 vet-e· '·~Cling:· ·a tilS bus then the :age of t)le d!1-Ter shall ~ 
not l.e$1 tb~~'¥''rer~ ' ' '; ·: ' ' ,i ' 

llndtr···etutte. ·tiju 8'•. S$C'$ion )02.0Sl1 · Jt$Ko .19J), Ca. Supp., was 
repealed and' a new ~ection known b.r thli! s9.1'118· n\Dil• vas enacted in 
lieu theNof and rel.tt.t · : · · · · · · 

: ., '* '.' '' J ; ·'· ' 

*'AnT pers~il holdUg a· Talid operator's license 
shill notlbe required to procure a cbaittteur•s 

. license. ttr·tbe operation tor official ue of artr 
motor~vehtele; owned by' the lJnited Statea, the 
state of··tssourt, ·or by• ant mttnicipa:U.ty or 

·· politicallsubdivision ot •this state,· except 
· · · .that &l\1 ~rs_on opet-a.ting a school bus carrying 
· mre thaniten pupU1i1 shall be required to pro-
. oure a e~ul'feur•e 'litJens& •" · · . 

f :·. ,. 

The foregoing .tatu~ makes· an exception that vas not contai.n$d 
in the former statute repealed, relative to operators. of school 
busses, and that is that any person Operating a school bus carrying 
more than 10 pupUs· shall not be required to procure 11. chauff'em-•s 
license. · · · · , 



Oo1one1 Hugh H-. Wagconet 

J. p~ l"U1e for cotlltnction of etatutes ie to ascertain 
the la1mlakv•s ~t trom the WGrda used., it possible, and ~ive 
the languap tbeHe>t, honestly ancl tattbfull.T, · i'bl .plain ntional 
aean_!ng ana p~•te _ itA objects_ t _state u ,e1 •. lack :rro.t AbbO_, toirs_ 
mo. v.,~Steinbao'b.t t?h s.w, (141 ·$88. -.· - . 

Whila -t\Utr~e ·ts apparentl.T sO!III!J conflict in the. toregotng et.atutea, 
we belJ."e that tblse two statutes oan be corustru.e4 together eo as to 
give maanillg .to-811. prodsiont thtreot •. 

It has ~t't. bel.d. by t'-. appell.at.. ccmrtl ot thU state tbat a 
aobool d!$trict 'is, a ~litical •~bdivuton rt· the etate. In ex. tnt. 
,. • Whittle· 63· S .w. ·(•d.) ·100 _l.o. 1011 the dourt _ aat4t 

! :' 

"Re8p0nd~nt ·.next contend$ that . a .eehot1. district 
is not a political tJu'bdivtste ot the State. The 
authorities are to the contrary.• . 

Se<ition 3o2~on:, Senate JUl ~~. supra, is in the nature of a 
special statute N it applies to person onJ¥ operating 1l0tor vehicle 
owned b;r the trnited States, State· of Missouri, $ltd.· by; &1\f' li!Unicipality 
or political subdirlrrlon of the •t•te and Seetiol') )02.070, sena,te BtU 
2$1, supra, is in tbe nature ot ·a general statute t.ppl.ic@~ to opera• _ 
tion ot ill motor whicles used es soh®l bu.fJsts or ~blic. o~ common 
carrurs:• · , ". .; · 

. 'therefore, applying another well establ-ished· rule 'of atatutor.y 
construetton, that where two etatutes are passed. at the ae.me session 
ot the Legi•lature, taldng ottect at the same time and relating to 
the same subject matter, one deal.ing with the Sl1b3eot in gtm.E!rel 
in compre~rurtn terms and anotheP dealing with the part .ot ~tbe 
same subject in a. mo1'e minute and definite way, the two should be 
read together and lla.r.monbed, with -a view o£ giving etreot to a 
consistent legislative policy 1 but to the extent or any necessary 
repugnancy between them, the speaial statute will prevail over the 
general statute. (State ex. "1• MoPler v. Craw:torcl, ~62 s .w. , (2d) 
-341, jO) Mch 6g!. and Dalton v. fabiui River Dntnage • Diet• 219 . · · 
s.w. (2d} 2891 State v. Itarrts, 87 s.w. (2d) 1~6, 337 Mo. 10$2.), 
we believe it l'raB the legislative intent in enacting the ,foregoing 
statutes under Senate Bill 28$ and 211 r.-espectfve.ly, that duly 
licensed Operators ot motor "vehicles owned by tbe United States, the 
State ot Missouri, or~b:y'atJlmun:1c:lpa111zy' or political subdivision 
of the state, which includes school d.istricts, oarr,i.ng ten .or less 



.· 

Colonel Hugh H. WaggOner 

pupils are not required to obtain a chauffeur's license prior to 
operating said motor vehicles. Furtbermo.re, that mrt person under 
21 operatt.r.g sanool bttsS$s carryi.ng more than ten. pupUs are re~ 
quired to be licensed as a chauffeur. 

Of!Q¥JSIOI 

.. It is the Opi,nion of t,his department tu.t 'a J)$J'8on under the 
age of 21 ·rears is Nqutred. to bave a chautteur•s lice'l18e U operating 
a school bus transporting ten or less pupils, unlee• said school bus 
is owned .by tbe. United States, State of Missouri, murticipality or 
political slibti.!'f'U.ion ot the state, wh~ch includes ·a. school district, 
:Ill such cue the opeft.tor ot su.cb. ·school bus Jieed ODlt have an 
ope:rator• s ~ioems'e. rt said •chool bus tranSport$ more than ten pupU. 
regart!l.eas ·()t cnmersM.p, the cpnet()r bi!Jing ~r 21 ;?etl,ra ot ace is . 
"quired ·to ~V'- ac:hhauff$111"'*' l,icetUJ,e. .FurthaJ'!I10Jioe1 it. is the 
opinion ~~. tb.ta ·department that a person 18 rear. l)f age 8nd d.u1r 
licensed u a cuuf'teur,. ~.operate a school bus "gardlesa ot the 
m.uaber · of p11pils ·transported. 

'fhe foregoing .)pinion, whidh I hereby approve, was prepared 
by 11\V' assistant, .Mr. Au'brey R.. Ha.tnme~t, Jr. 

Yours ~r.v tJ:-uly, 

John M. Dalton 
Attorney General 


