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» -ttxkgggggxégEéggg CENTER: 1) Senate Bill No. 286 requires ‘a Peduction
.o RA ) : In the rate of levy for county health
- TAXATION: center purposes and such rate is to be
LEVIES: reduced by the county courts &) Only
L publlc schools and libraries are
speciflcally given exception from the
operation of Senate Bill No, 286, in
regard to participation in state funds,
3) In years when Senate Bill No., 286 |
is not applicable, thse origimally
authorized rate goes again into effect/
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Honorsble James A. Vickrey n
Progeouting Atborney ' ot
Pamisoot County , o T
Carutheraville, Missouri N

Dear Mr. Viekreys

Tﬁia'&o§avtmen€‘is in receipt of your requeast for
a legal opinion, which request reads as followss:

"The Trustees of the Pemisocot County Health
Genter together with our county hesith ofe
ficer heve requested me to inquire as to
your opinion concerning the practleal efw
fect the enactment of Benats Bill No. 286
will have on ¢aun§g heaith centers now cole
lecting the one mill tax euthorized by the
voters pursuant to seetlon 205,010 R.8.
Ho,, 1949 4 copy of Senate Bill No, 286
and seation 205.01Q ere attached hereto.
Attention is elso invited to a cepy of the
letter of Mr, J. Rex James, Administrator
of the Divigion of Health, attached hereto
which sets out the policy under which county
health ¢enters recelve state aild,

"We are conecerned over whether or not the
Senate. Bill referred to requires a reduce
tion in the one mill tex rate veted in by
the people under sedtion 205,010, end if so,
to what extent, . The Senate Bil). provides

in part that ',., Where the taxing suthority
18 & school district it shall only be ree
quired hereby to revise and lower the rates
of levy to the extent necessary to produce
from all taxeble property substantially the
same amount of taxes as previously estimated

to be preduced by the originael levy, plus such
additional amounts as ma be necess approxXi -




Honorable Jemes A. Vidkraeyt

the apportionment of ite Sehool W |
‘due_to r:Zas. ine ¢ bion, ' If the
above underiined portion of the Act does
not also apply to heslth ceaters (assume
ing & reduction in tax rate suthorised
by sec¢tion 205,010 is required), the af-
“feot will be a substantial redustion of
" funds available to health wsenters, since

" the indrease in assessed valuation alse
reduces the amount of state eld avalilable

to county health centers. We further wonder
4f we are dorrect in ouwr understanding that
{regardless of the effeet on revenus for
‘the surrent year) in subsequent years the
Benate Bill will have no aeffect on the one
mill tax rate w= that we can continue to,

or go . back to, collecting it; because, 1t
geems there are two conditions precedent

t6 bringing the Bénate Bill In operatlon
for any year, 1,8, (1) fWhenever the
sssesged valuation .. has been increased

by ten per cent or more over the prior
yearts valuation, elther by order of the
gtate tax commiisaion or by other action,

end (2} such increass ie made after the

rete of levy has been determined and

levied by the sounty court, eté.!

"Therefors, yeuf epin&cn ia.reapeotfullj
requested on the following specific quese
tions¢

"1« In a county where, pursuant to sec-
tions 205,010 and 205,020, Revised Statutes
of Missouri, 1949, an annual tax in the
gmount of ten cents on each one hundred
dollars of the assessed valuation of prop-
erty has been duly levied for the establishe
ment, maintenance, maragement and operation
of & eounty health center, and in which
county the assessed valuation of property
hes been subgequently increased in excess
of ten per cent of the prior yearts valuation
by the state tax commission, does Senatbe
Bill No, 286, enasted by the 68th General
Assembly, require or authorize a rsduction
in'sa%dvrata of levy for county heslth pure
poses
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Honorable James A. Vickrey: S

"2, If the question above stated is to be
angwered in the affirmative, then to what
extent must the rate of levy be reduced?»-
(to the extent necessary to produce sube
stantially the seme amount of Laxes as pre-
viously estimated to be produced by the
original levy or te such extent plus such
additional emounts as mey be necessary ape
proximately to offset the health centerts
reduction in the apportiomment of State.
Division of Heelth money due to increased
valuation?)

43, VWhabt effeect, if any, will Senate Bill
No. 286 heve on the collection of the full
one mill tax in subsequent years, if there
is no further increase in the assessed
valuation of property by 'the state tax
commission or by other ection?!

®While the true legislative intent does

not appear to be expressed in the Benate
B11l referred to, the wordlng of i%t; has
caussd gerious alerm in this county as %o
whether or not the Act will be construed
in a menner that will very seriocusly hamper
& health center that is only now barely
existing yet rendering an indispenssble
public service.,"

1) The attached opinion written to the Honoraeble
W.H.8.0'Brien, Prosecuting Attorney, Jefferson County on
August 15, 1955, enswers your first queation, In short,
Seniate Bill No, 286 does require a reduction in the rate
of levy for ecounty health aenter purposes and such rate is
to be reduced by the sounty court, .

2) The law clearly stipulates that the rate of levy
will be lowered "to the extent necessary to produce from
all taxable property substantlally the same amount of baxes’
as previously estimated to be produced by the original levy.,"
The only exceptions are public schools and libraries whose
levies are not to be "reduced, below a point that would en-
title them to participate in state funds."

7 3) You ask next: If there 1s no further increasze in
the assessed valuation in subsequent years, may the levy



Honorable James A. Vickrey:

return to the originel rate set in the county health
center election., When Senate Bill No, 286 is not ap-
plicable, the originally authorized rate must again

come into operation, . «

GONGLUSION

It 1s the opinion of this department thats

‘1) Senats Bill No, 286 requires a reduction in
the rate of levy for county health eenter purposes and
such rate is to be re;ugad_by th@laeunty @eurt.

2) Bnly'publiﬁ”aehcela and lidvraries are apeéifi~
cally given an exteption from the operation of Senate
Bill No. 286 in regard to participation in state funds,

3) In any year Senate Bill No, 286 fs not applicable

to a particular coinby the rete set by the voters comes
agaln into eperation,

_Yours»very‘truly,
JOHN M. DALTON
Attorney Gensral

WLaB:irk

Enc,.(1)




