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COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE: 
FAIRS AND SHOWS: 

,.· 

The ,Colll1llissioner" of' Ag;~cul ture may 
not· .make cash payments to :zion-profit 
ag~i~ti.l:tura.l societies f'or the purpose 
of.;'~4~fr~fiying the expenses of' represe.ri.­
t~(tlves> of' those societies to the an­
nuale6hvention of'.the Missouri As­
soci~~ion of' Fairs. 

JanuarY 6, 19.55 

Honorable R.cillo E· •. Singleton 
J)treetorl llil'f••t•ok DiviaioA 
Dtn?-.rtm.ent .~t .f!il~~-ul~ue 
State of M1•8ouJ. 
le:rreraon · O'itr, Httusout 

' ]•' 

};' 

~·;:~L, .. ~,-
.v.;u;.~t~J .·· . ·. _ ,it;? . . ). 

·:~ol.\J.":V~~·~~ :~ ... ,~ •• ~ tor ... ~·tt4~-l- opl.~toa ro•4lt .... t•·t~ lowi t · · · · · · · :: · · · · ? ·. · · · · 
-::r:::'i.': ... · ::::.)·.-. 

''~atutnt to our eon•q•if·~~•Vaa ot 'hi• 
cUt.t$1 .· t~ia 1a to t'&Ci;U..,at·:i@.Jl ~ctiPU1Qn ••~ .tQ 

· ~betbe'••-'t .~s.· .,w atbl•. ,~~.r:~e ·Q~~·-A.o~$1' 
ot•· A@"loultu.~e \U\dt,., .le•iit~ 4•900t_· ,~ •. 

.. 11.,. lous• 13111 #J(H>• _,,,b.. ~-·~ettal .68a: ... ll• . 'o·••ke ·.--. tutab,_,~t-$\t ~· o~n·~~'' -~~-~~.-
fled rt<Jn•;Pro.t!tf q~J.t.~t·~ .: :lu~#~·ttt,i!J: .. ttuit 

. hEt.Vf one _.o" mor. re-Ha.ntiidi1Vttl.··p;re1Uint at 
·every session. ot· t~• ..•• 1 oonventtoil Qf 
th.~ Miee<n.-wt As .. oclat1on ot .zr .. tr,a.,« · 

·-.i 

Since wx-1t1ng ·th.e .ab0ve op.lnion ,rroqueet.,. -you have orall.r in,.. 
formed as that tht1 pur,poae Qf tbe oatih paJmfilit ~terred to in 
70~ letter would be to deti'ay the t~a.vel eQen•~• of th.e repzt&• 
sentat~vea ment1one4 by J()U to. tb.e tUU1uel oonve:atton. of the l.\.1is• 
sour1 .A.$£'oe1at1on or .V'ai~e. · 

Section 4•.900 of Rouse !111 #)60, 67th General. Assembly, to 
which ;rou reter-, l.'Eta<l$t 

nTne:te ts h.e~eb;v- app~opJ'1'ated ou.t of. tb.e 
State TretuJttry, charg<tabl.e to the tieneral. 
Revenue Fund# the ·at.tm·ot O~• liundre4 Fltt1 
'.fhousand Dollal's · ($1,$0.,000 .• 00} f¢r the use . 
of the_CGmm.!ssioner ~f the :O.p~rt.nt of 
Agr1cult~e for the p~e-.n-t .. 1;1) rC~tgt.t~~lr 
organ11ed or tnoorporate4 r1onp~.ef'i.t qJt1• 
cultural soc1et1ea h~Ving as their QbJ$et 
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ltol'torable Rollo E. Singleton 

the holding ot ahowa ~r fairs for the ad• 
vancement of ag21'1oultve 1n M1aso'Ul"1J to 
be· applied on p:re~d.ums paid on approved. 
classe• of as~!.iitll.~al Jtock and p.J.'Oducta 
or.· sucb. a~1. o.u. .. ltva···.·.l.· .... •o. ·c ... ·.i··· etie .. a a. a have ooJJt• plied -wi tb. the pro.via·iona ot l.aw and the 
:r\ll·es and regul,J. tio~ oj,' the· State. Dfipart• 
ment ot AgricUlture relet:t1.ng to the pa,-.$tlt 
b;r ·.the State on t~a14 pr~m1um.sr and tor 'the 
n.•e'eseuy e.xpenaes >o_t ·~ Department !net:'!" 

·dent. to the a&nin1s:~.~:a:ti.~,¢n of such payment•, 
to.,·.the period· beg1,:M~J.li'' July 1, 1.9£') and 

. . end ins June )0, 1 ~~~·.: ' . ' 
. . ,, ..... - ·; ., - ,,!•'.·: , ...... 

. . ··· "Fo~ the -'()otlts .J~f':,i~1n1ster1ng · ttl• 
p.-og:ru ..... -~·•·. ··•;· ••• $ 6.ooo.oo 

. ' . . . . . ' . ·· .. · . . ' ; . . ~ . . ., . . . . . 

·"Fo.r assitance to fairs. ~&OOOtOO 
t . ,ooo~Ufi" 

. . . ' - . . . . 

... 

.. ln vi,ew r>f Sec t1on 4• 900. fll:up.ra,. we do not believe tb.e.t t~ . 
Qonuu1ss iona~ of the Departm.~nt qf' Agricu.l tu:re wolUd: ·. be 1;1.utb.orized 
to lllak& suob. · pa:y.men ts as· ara contelTlj>latied by you.. lt will be noted 
the.t.tb.e $.bGV$'8.S:et!on lt~tes that the Oom.misslorierof Agri"CJult'Ul'e 
may paf to ,~l'egu.la~l;r organized ox- ineorpot'ated nonprofit q~1ou,l•. 

\ilili\~«"I~•:;''rt.l\!;e.¥il tural soelett.es having as their object the b.olding ot show• or .tai~fl0,~§'3j~ 
• tor· the adV'ancem.ent of agviculture in Missouri, ·Jca bt;; ~EE~ied <>,n.lz 

o·n. pr~u ... •.· fiaid. on e.:gp~¢···ve·d·. cla.$.s~s !!£. ag~ic.· ul tuttrers tocfi_' and l(ro• . 
Tucts ~l .suo.· agrliUiturat liJooleties * * * *•" . 

. QONOLUSl UN 
i·'i:. 

. It !;:s tb.e opinion of tb.is • department that the Comn11ss:toner of 
Agtticul tttr~ mar not make castr paynten ts to nonpro.fi t ag.tt1cul tlil'al 
societies for· th.e purpose of ·~e.t~aying the expenses of represc:tntatives 
'of those a()ciet1es ·to the ann:Q.al convention of the Missouri As• 
soc1at1on or Fair-s-•. 

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve-. was prepared by 
my Ass1s~t, Hugh P. Williamson. 

HP\'J: ld; da 

Very truly yours, 

JOHN M. DALTON 
Attorney General 


