COﬁNTY '?BOURT: Prior to October 9, 1951, there existed no legal
. ASSESSOR: - authority under which the county court could pay
... " from county funds the compensation of clerical
. assistants in the office of the assessor for sere
i1 vices performed prior to said date.

October 17, 1955

Reference is made to your request for an offictal opinion
of this office, which request reads as follower
.. "I desire an opinion on the following question, '
doewity ¥r. Buford Woods was the Axsessor for
- Madigon County for the yesar 1951. 7The records
© of Madlison &nmag, Hissourl ghow thet te was
. paid the sum of 100,00 for Glorieal Assiste
- ance for the year 1951. At this time, Mr. Wood
- . has now filed signed receipts from two individe
. .vals, one in the amount of 843048 end the other
- - reseipt in the amount of §178.00, stating that
- .is the amount of money which he paid them for
- Clerical Assistance in the year 1951, I am vog~
- nignant of your opinion dated Hevember 27, 1951,
- ¥y questdon is, whether or not the Gounty Court
- can now legally pay Mr, Woods for Clerical As~
sistance rendered in 1951 in view of the fact
~ that one payment in the sum ¢f $100,00 was ape
- parently previocusly made, and &lso in view of =
o the fact that the receipts were not filed and
i the request for relubursement for this Clerical
citie Assistance was mot made wntil August; 19550 -

- .. .,Bubsequently, we ingquired of you as to the periods durin
1951 when the ¢lerioal assietance to which you refer was pa!::fngm&a
In reply by letter dated Gotober 7, 1955, you state that payments
were mads on:June 16, 1951 and July 12, 1951, Therefore, we sssume
for the purpose of 'this opinion that said services weve rendered
prior to ssid date, o I

| Prior to 1’951; there existed no suthority for the counmty court
of & sounty of the third class to pay from county funds the compen~
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sation of deputies or clerks employed by the assessor. This con~
clusion is fully developed in an opinion of this office to James D,
Clemens, Prosecuting Attorney of Pike County, under date of February
k, 1950, a copy of which is enclosed herewith for your information,

In 1951, the 66th Ceneral Assembly, by the enactment of
House Bill ?0, authorized the assessor in countles of the third
clags to appoint such clerical assistants as may be necessary for
the efficient performance of the duties of his office and further
provided that the compensation of such assistants, in an amount
not to exceed pix hundred dollars, shall be pald from the county
treasury, Said bill is now found as Section 53,095 RSMo Cumulative
Supplement 1953, end more fully provides as follows:

- "The county assessor in each county of
- olasses three and four may appoint and
- fix the compensation of such clerical
or atenographic essistants es may be
necessary for the efficient performance
-~ of the duties of his office, The com-
- pensation of such clerical or steno=-
© graphic assistants shall be paid from
the county treasury and shall not exceed
“six hundred dollars per annum in counties
‘of class three nor six hundred dollars
- per anhum in countles of class four.

Said bﬂ.l was approved by the Governor on June 25, 1951 and
became effective Ostober 9, 1951 (by Lews of Missourl 1951).

It 18 a fundemental rule of atatubory construction that, in
the absence of clear legislative intent to the contrary, the effect
of statutes is prospective only., OClark Estate Co., v, Gentry, 362
Mo, B0, 240 sw2d lgﬁ Stated in other words; statutes must be held
to operate prospectively only unless the intent is clearly expressed
that they shall act retrospectively or the language of the statutes
admits of no other construetion, Lucas v, Murphy, 348 Mo. 1078,
- 156 8w2d 686. See also, Minter v. Bradstreet Co., 17h Mo Lkl 73
SW 668, In view of this rule of construction and the fact that
presumably the services referred to were performed prior %o the
effective date of Section 53,095 #SMo Cumulative Supplement 1953,
we are compelled to the conclusion that the county court would not
be authorized to reimburse the county sssessor for said clerical
hire under the authority of said section., We are enclosing herewith
an opinion of this office to Robert B, Osborn, Assistant Prosecuting
Attorney, Reynolds County, under date of November 27, 1951, which
also reaches the same conclusione

@
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Furthsr, as we have hereinabave noted, there was no authority
for the county court to pay the compenszation of clerical hivre in
the office of the assessor prior to the effective date of sald
amtfwn. - :

CONCLUSTON

. m:'atore, in the pramisaa, it 45 the apinion of thia office

that there 1s no legislative authority under which the county court
of a county of the third class can pay from county funds the comw
pensation of clerical assistants in the offiee of ‘bha assessor for
serviees performed prior- to Gctober 9, 1951.

' The foregoing opinion, which I ‘hereby approve, was prepared

’by ny ‘88“*«&'&; H}'n nom bo G“ffeyO L
Iours very truly,

N ..(

John M. Dalton
Attorney General
DGssm

Ene, Gpiniona to =
James D, Clemens, 2-11-50;
Robert E Osborn, 11-27-51,



