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LEVIEs·.: Senate Bill No. 286 requires the lowering 
of -the levy voted for the establishment of a·-.· 
county health center; the proper body to lower 

COUNTY_ HEALTH -CENTER: 

·the levy is the county courto ~-
RATES OF LEVY:: 
TAXATIONt 

August 15, 1955 

Hoilora~l;e W.. ii. fJ• 0 •B~ien 
ProfJeeut1.ngA;~'orney 
I4Jfter$on County 
llill.•b~o. M1saoUP1 

Dear $~t'l . 

.... 

' _/-·/ 

, _ Thi_s fa 1n respQDse to your request for op1n1en dated July 
21, 19.$$, which reads as followet 

"'fhe _ Obe.1rmf.Ul of the :Sofli'-d of Tru.•tees 
of the lette-rson Oountflie.Ajta l>e:p'artm.ent 
hae tbitJ dtq speoificallf "quested that 
I $Ubmit two qu~st:lOJis to. 1W fQ'If th$ 
p\Wp-~e- of _clar.i-~1~. the ___ --•_ ~eapQnaib111t_r 
of the Board of 'fruet.ee.a~ _ ~t _- thlJ Jetters0$1 
GountJ Heel tb. 1Jepe.rt:mtlnt- w$i.th 11e·speet to 
oertua pr().vieio-ns ot Se~t• Bill #286 
passEt4 by the 6$th Go~e~al Asa-mbly and 
recently signed by the Governor. 

"The q;uestiens posed are as follows, 
to•w1tt 

"1. Does Senate Bill No. 286,. p$-ssed by 
the 6-8th General A.ase-ntbly r-e.quire that 
the leVJ, established bf a vote of the 
peop1& for the establishment and operation 
or_a he-alth center, be lowered. 

"2. · If the anawer to the above is yes, 
does the order for a r0duot1on of the levy 
emanate fro-m the Board ot Trustees of the 
Jefferson County Health Department or does 
1 t emanate from so:iue other source ... 

In regard to your questions, Section 20.$.010, RSMo. 1949, should. 
i'irst be note-d.t 



"Artt oounty1 su'bjeot to the p~t~visions ot 
the col'Uit1tu'bion or the stat$ ot N:1ssouri 1 

may est.abtU.· ••... b. .. , .. m.ain .. ·tain1 .1Un .. *$'.·. ··~tn·····4 Q..··.pe:rate 
e. public ~alth. oente:r 1.n the following 
_tna.nne:rtt Whenever the e~untr oourt shall be · 
p~esente4 w1th apetittoa stgaed by at least 
ten pel' -.$),it <W m.ore ot the q;u.altti•d voter• 
. ot. the . co~tr, •• det&rzntned bt the nU:m.ber 
:ot ·vot•s· ·.¢••it ·to~ gove·rnor at the preo~ni!ng 

. ·&~n.e~.U. :$le¢t1Q%11 ~std.ng tb.at a s.nnual tax 
itO:t . ill ebtctS'S . ot·. ten Qtiltl on tJatlh one hun..ii 
·a;re~ddtlllueot.the •ssessecll vdu.atie)not 
-~t:l)ertv S.!i ·the countTw be·).ev!e4. tor the 
'e~Jttabll.sbl!t.tnt, mai·nten&ncel· unq$ment an4 

.. ~li•r~tto11r ot a ~~uaty h(11a~tl\ cent~r and the 
. ~·t$~1\ntt of .. the p':Vsonnel· 'eqi¢~e4 ten• · 
. tje~l\tl:ec>t· th.e health ·c•nterf. the coUl1tJ' 

. otutt · shd1 aul>mit the .<luea1)1cn· to the qua11• 
' ''"': vote:t-li .t..'t tb.e 'Cotmtt at the next general 
•1-JtJ.;~a \10 .. \)$ 'ltEtl4 Ul. the OQ~ty OX' at. a · 
apectd'et•ctton'cdled tor the.l'Urpose• the 
ooUn.ty e~et-- gt~ng, not1c$.. publ.ishe•. onoe 
.$t~,~h w~tiil(-t6r twl\l· consecutive weeks prior· to 
sue~. el&Q;~~9n dli'bel. iii ~ne w niQ~e · newspape,.s 
Pl;\bl~Wi.~fl.,_ ·$~.' tll,~ ·· colfU1~~:t ~t,t .•t' such· be pub.,. 
l.lab.e4,,·fU1d·tt not.~~ publl.tJ.hed.t by .Posting 
\fl'i tte-.·· ov , p~1nt&4 not:toef ln · ~utch township 
~t the eo.tt~ to;u.teen da·ya pr'ior to th• 
e1eo'tien d•te• · wbi oh nc'ltlce• shall include 
th$ tEttltt ot tibb · ·etiticm ana sttite the rate 
t.>t t~ to b• levied. lilll:nUal.1Tth$:reatter upon 
the a$sease4 property of the county~" 

.•; . . ' . . 

senate Bill No. t,$6 requires ~s t'()ll.Gwst 

"WheneV'Et~ th$ tilssessed valuation ef real o!r 
per$9~81 ·. pX'op,$J<~ty· · wi t;ntn · the eounty has been 
1nereas$(l bf text· per cent· d~ more over the 
Fior· yee:r•'s valu.ttio11, eiijhe-r·~by en. order 
Oct_ the.: s'bat• t". collllilisuton oP by other · 
action, and I'UO'h inc1!ea.i!ie is made atte~ the 
rate ot · levy ha$ been d.etefud:ned and· levied. 
by tb.e.oouxtt7·court;·o1ty eouno11• school 
bo~d.. ···to1fnah1p: board· o:r · othe:r bodies legally 

_ e:tathoriaf)l t9 xnatce ~~vie$t (Ujd certified to · · 
the count)' ¢tterkl t}len su4ll taXing authorities 
$hall ,_mm~4t~pe1z rev113e • an.4)t<>wel:' t.he xoates ·· 
r:>'l ·.· eH to '!li~ e.xijent ne.oesse.ry. Uo produce 
!'rom . · l taxable property substantially the · . 
same amount of taxes as previously estimated 
to be prodt1ced·by the original leVy. it- •t- *" 
( Emphatd. s ourt~.) 

l 
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iUm.. W • H. s. OtBr1en 

senate. Btll. No. 286 further det"inea ");'ate ot levy" to include 
"those rates "Whi¢h have be.en or may be au.thor1Z$d bf elections fox-
additional or special pur~osea.u . . 

An Elleot!on to au"t:'.h.Ori~e ·the levying of' a t~ to establish a 
cou.nty \'lea].th eente~ ta.an·e1:ee~1on:tor a "spe~i&l. purpose." In 
ensw(lltt- t() ~o\U" t.tx-•t qu·:e·· s_'ttol'l.' thlt$f. i. t ts ~v opinion that· &enate 
i3111 N•• 266 does l'equi.re th.at,the.levt be lowex>ed. 

·····~.- .... ······ ...... , 

Section 205o0201 p~vides as tol.lowst .- .. . . .. .., . •, . . ' 

"2.. If a two'""thirds majors;ty or the votes 
•a.st .a,t eu.cb. election on the prop.si tion so 
aubm1 t tea; slia11 v'te · in tave>' ~t aueh tax, 

. the coun~ · oo~~ a~l p~eeea· to l•vy and 
e&1Iect sueb ·tu::ana depcnd;.t same in the 
4oanty trEU\s~ to the ct'edi t of the heal tn 
eente).'t tt'l.l\4 ·a.a.·suoh'tuncl :!ihe.ll be e~P•nded. 
as h.e~einaft$7 provided." 

. . 

Thus, the county cotll't l.evi.es. the tu ai"ter the authQ_r1e$tion fox­
it has been obtained b1 a special $l&ctiCJn• . The levy· by the 
county· court is, or COU'Vf.S•.• at the Pate set by the vote~• ot the· 
county. To note senate Bt).lllo. a86 again.t it provid$$ that "su.oh 
taxin§ e.uthori ties ~hall ~:mmediately r&viaua. and l'Qwer . the rates ot 
le"Y.t ·. The p.·lwase ttEtuc.)l,. tax . .i}lg a.utho:r!ti•s'* refers to .. the "bo. dies 
leguly authorized to matte le:vies,,n in this ease the county eo'\U't 
s·o authort&ed by the' $pocial election tor the establisllm.ent of • 
county health oentex-. · 

CONCLUSIOI 

It 1s1 therefore, oui' opinion that Senate Bill No. 286 requires 
the lowering of the ·.levy voted fo:r the establishment arid operation 
of a county health cen,ter and that the proper body to lower the 
levy is the county oourt, 
' 

WLaB :::rnw 

Yours very truly, 

John M. Dalton 
Attorney General 


