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SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT: Supervisors of a soil conservabtion Aistrict
SMALL WATERSHED: may administer the business of ‘that portion
, ' . of a small watershed which lies within the
soil conservation district of which they
are sgupervisors.

January 13, 1955

Honorable J. H. Longwell, Direotor
Divistion of Agricultural Science
University of Missouri

Columble, Missouri

Desar 8irs

ﬁbuﬁ'raﬁent.raquest for an official opinion of this office

is as followa:

"The snactment of Publie Law 566 by the 83rd
Congress, providing for the development of
small watershed programs, raises & guestion
of the administration of these programs. -

"The size of a small watérshed is limited by
the law to 250,000 acres. Such an sres may
lie entirely or in part within the boundaries
of a soll congervatlion distriet. Soil cone
servation districts ere established under the

" provigions of Senate Bill Number 80, 62nd
General Assembly. :

"The question on whieh the State Soil Districts
Commission requests an opinion from you is, do
the provisions of the State 801l Distriets Law
{Senate Bill No. 80) permit the supervisors of
a soil conservation district to sdminister the
business of a small watershed, organired under
the provisions of Public Law 566, that may lie
entirely or in part within the boundaries of

that soil conservation distriet?" |

In order to determine whether the supervisors of a soil cone
servation district mey administer the bBusiness of a small watershed,
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a8 such wabtershed 1s set forth and described in your above letter,
we must, of course, exemine the law governlng soil conservation
districts, and particularly the authority vested in the district
‘supervisors. The soil district law is embbdied in Chapter 278,
RSMo 19li9. The duties and powers of the soil district and its
supervisors are set forth in Seection 278,120 RSMo 1949, which
reads?

"1, ‘Any seoil district organized under the pro-
‘vislena of this lew shall be a body corporate
and shall possess only such powers as herein
provided, but any such powers poassessed by
said body corporate shall be particularly

- limited by the following provisos; provided,
that the privete property of any land repre~
sentatlive or owner of property in such soil
district shall be exempt from execution for
the debts of the body corporate or soil dist-
rict end no land representative or owner of
property within sald soll district shall be
liable or responsible for any debts of the
body corporate or soll distriet, and preovided
further, that no property of any character,
title to which 1s not vested in said soil
distriet, or a soll district as the case may
be, shall ever be subject to any lien for any
claim or judgment of or against sald district,
or a soll district, as the case may be. Any
soil district so organized shall be officially
known and titled 'The Soil District Of ceeecese
County,! and shall be so designsted by the
county court by order of record, and in that
name shall be capable of suing and being sued
and of contracting and belng contracted with.

"2, A soil district through the board of soil

~districet supervisors thereof shall have the
following authority and duty in addition to
other authority and duty granted in other sec-~
tions of this law}

"(1) To promote all reasonable measures for
the saving of the soil within that soll dist~
rict; and all such measures shall be in general
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o greemeat with those currently advccated by
 ‘the eollege of apriculture of the University
U of Misgouri for saving the pra&uetive powey

of Missourl farm land; .

"(2) To cO@pera*a or enter inte sgreenents
. -with, and to aid within the limits of sppro=-
 priations duly made available to it by law,
any ‘agency, governmental or etharuise, or any
 land representative within that soll disﬁrict
~4n the saving of the 8611 within that disﬁric%;
.. and all such cooperations or agreements shall
be in accord with the policies of the state
~ Boil districts commissionj end any land repre=
. ‘mentative of farm land within that soil disbe
rict shall be eligible to enter into such co=
“operations or agreemenhs ‘with the soil super=
vlsorsy end no program or progedure of soil
eonservation shall be ordered or exdcubed by
the so0il supervisors on any faym without the
full congent and agreement of the land reprew
senbative of that farm; } ‘ .
"{3) To make aveilable to any 1and répresenw
tative within that soil district, through
existing apencles i1f agreements with them
seem feasible, or by sueh other feasible
‘mesns as the supervisors ghall prescribey
such services, materials, and equipment as
will essist such land representetives to carry
on operations fer the saving af the soil;

(i) To mnoocept grants, girta, and contributions
in money, services, or materials from the Unlted
‘Btates or any of its agencles, aend t6 use or
- expend suc¢h grants; gifts opr cantributions in
carrying on the goll distrioct operations; and
sueh use or expenditure shall be in accord with
the policles of the state sail diatriets coma
missien: o
"(5) To make and execute contracts and other
legal instruments, necessary for the saving of
the soil in that district, subject to approvel
by the state soll districts commissionj
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B _;"(6) Tc accep% for the purpose of saving
. +-80il in that district, contributions in
.. money, services or materials from any source

. not otherwise provided for herein, and to
. enter into such agreements with Tand repre-
" sentatives as will tend to prevent future
 wastagsé of the soil Presently benefited by
'j these eanﬁributienas i

Ve believa ‘that under. paragraph (2) above, the supervisors
would be autharizad to administer the business of such part of a
small Watershed as Iies within their soll conservation district.
Paragraph (£) authorizes them to "ald # # # any agency, GOvVeri-
mental or otherwise # 4 4 in the paving of the soll within that
district, # # #" To. adminlster thHe business of that part of a
watershe& lying within the said coneervation district would be

"aiding a governmental agency in the saving of the soilj;" mani-
festly the edministration of the supsrvisors would be limited to
that part of the watershed lying within their soil consérvation
digtrict, since, in their cepaclity as supervisors they could not
have any euthority oubside of the digtrict.

We note that Public Law 566, enacted by the 83rd Gengresa,
providing for the development of smdll watershed programs, which
you refer to in your letter, which law was approved August l,
195), defines Ylocal organizatian” as follows on page % of sueh
acti :

M 2 % any State, political ‘subdivision thereof
soll or water conservation district, flood pre-
vention or control district, or combinations
thereof, or any other agency having suthority
under State lew to carry out, meintain and opers
ate the works of improvement.

CONCLUSION

It is the opinion of thisg department that supervisors of a
solil congervation district may administer the business of that
portion of a small watershed which lies within the soll conserva-
tion district of which they are supervisors,
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The foregoing upinion, which I hereby appr@va, was prepared
by*my Aasistant, Mr. Hugh Pe Williamsan. - ‘

Very truly yours,

~ Jobn M. Dalton
- Attorney Geheral

HPW s1dgem




