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MISSOURI STA'J_1E PARK BOARD: Missouri State Park Board is authorized 
LICENSE: to accept a license to land in a federal 

reservoir area for park purposeso 

~-·--·~--~ 
; :; ,_ ..... ¥ ~ )~' ....... l ~ .. 

·. ~···· ., .L .'.~ ... )::' j·. 

:. ~~ . . • ·! 
~j e • • • • • • : :'[l,ljt'><" • ; 

. ' .. 
J 

: ' ' . .. .. ... ~.-.J 

l-lissourl State Park Board 
Jefferson 01 ty • Mis solJl'll 

Atte:nt1ont Mr. Joaepb. Jaeger, Jr. 
Director of Parka 

G~mtlemenl 

This will aQknowledge reeeipt of fOUr request inquiring if 
the Missouri State Park Board has authority to enter into such 
a l1e-en!l1ng agreement as 1ndicate1! by the form of a so•oalled 
license attached. to your requ.eat. 

The Secretary ot the Army bJ vi;rtue of public laws mentioned 
in the attached fQ:t'm of. :Ueenaing ·agreement is vested with authority 
to execu.te a 1ea.se or license ot certain pat-ts of said reservoir 
area and1 turthet-more• preference is given to the states. 

Under Chapter 25), $&.Qtion 2,j.040, Mo:Na G-um. Supp., 19.$,3, the 
MistJouri State Park Boarti. 1a vested with authority to aeeept or 
acquire by purchase, 1ea.aa•! dona tion1 a,gre~nt or eminent domain 
any land• or rights in land~t si t$s 1 objects or facilt ties which, in 
its opinion should be h$ld• preserved,- improved and maintained for 
park or parkway purposes• · Furthermore, said Boa:rd is .authorized 
to improv• ~ maintain, o~rate and regu.late eny sueh land when to 
do so would promote the park program.. 

One of the primary rules for construction of a statute is to 
ascertain the laimm.kert a intent from the words used in the statute. 
State v. rtepol4$;, 274 s .• w~o {2d) 514• 

The word "agreement" is a very ordinary and frequently 
used word and we hardly d-eem 1 t necessary to define it, however, 
Webster• $ New International Dictionary, 2nd Edition, Unabridged 
Edition defines agreement, in part, as follows: "S.tate or aet of 



M1 s souri State Park Board 

agreeingJ harmony of opinio:n, statement, action or character; oon­
cu~renoeJ concord; conformity." Notwithstanding that this proposal 
is referred to as a license, it is also an agreement, and 1t may 
be revoked by the licensee upon gtving proper notice to licensor. 
In vi~w of such bPoad authority granted the·Miasour1 State Park 
Board bf the General Assembly of this state, we believe that such 
a license is valid and furthermore that the Missouri State Park 
Board may enter into such agreement. 

CONCLUSION 

'l"heref'ore, it is the opinion of this department that the 
Missouri s.tate Park Board may· execute such a proposed licEtns1ng 
agree~nt similar to the form ot license agreement attached to 
this request·• 

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, was prepared 
by my assistant, Mr. Aubrey R. Hronmett, Jr. 

ARH:mw 

Yours very truly, 

John M. Dalton 
Attorney General 


