
STATE PARK BOARD: 
CONSTITUTION: 
TITLE: 

F'ILED 

Missouri State Park Board is authorized 
to lease land for state park purposes. 

January 19, 1955 

Nissouri State Park Board 
P. o. Box 176 
Jefferson City,· Nissouri 

Attention: Abner Gwinn, Director 

Gerl tlemen : 

This will acknowledge receipt of your recent request for 
B....'l'l. opinion as to whether the State Park Board may accept an 
area on the t~appa.pello Heservoir f'or state park purposes when 
the title to said land remains in the federal governn1e11t a.nd 
all that the state may acquire is a fifty-year lease with the 
option of an additional fifty ... year ter.m., upon expiration 
thereat'. · 

Under Gha.pter 253, I~Iissouri Hevised. Statutes CW!tulative 
Supplement, 1953, and especially Section 253.040 thereof, the 
present Hissouri State Park Board is given much broader powers 
than its predecessor in o.ff'ice. The old ~)tate .Park Board

1 
under Section 253 • Oa!O, Revised Dtatutes ot I·Ussourl, 1949, 
was not vested with such specii'ic and broad powers, but only 
with the po\'Ier to acquire a:nd operate land. for state park pur­
poses • . The law at that time provided that· said board ma.y ac­
quire by purchase; eminent domain; or otherwise, all property 
necessary, useful or convenient for the use of the State Park 
Board. The act creating the n<Hl State Park Board, namely, 
Chapter 253, Yiiasouri Hev:tsed Statutes Cu.m.ulati ve Supplement, 
1953~ authorizes said boar·d to accept-Or acquire by purchase, 
lease, donation, agreement or eminent dom.ain, any lands, or 
rights in lands, sites, objects or facilities which in its 
opinion should be held, preserved, improved and maintained 
f'or paxlk or parl·::t.vay purposes • 'l'he board is further authorized 
to L~prova, maintain, operate and regulate any such la.nd.;·Sitas, 



) 
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objects or facilities wb.en such action would promote the park 
program and general welfare. 

In view of the new State Park Act hereinabove referred to 
there can be no question but that the leasing of this land 
would be for a public purpose and apparently, the r:Iissouri 
State Park Board deems that it would promote the park program. 
&ld general welfare. 

CONCLUSION 

Therefore, it is the opinion of this department that the 
Missouri .State Park Board rnay accept said area under a fifty­
year lease with an option tor a renewal of an additional 
fifty-year term.. 

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, was pre­
pared by my assistan.t, Aubrey R. Harru.nett, Jr. 

ARH:vlw 

Yours very truly, 

Job.:n M. Dalton 
Attorney General 


