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A levee and/or drainage district and/or 
a county court is a 11 local organization11 

within the meaning of Public Law 566, and 
so is qualified to enter into cooperative 

·th the Secretary of Agriculture of the United States for 
t;{J,c":'l'rnt•r>ovement in flood and erosion control. 

November 22, 1955 
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Honorable X,. q * . oar,;ente:f . . . . . . 
CC)nunttlaioner l:>$pal'tlt(JJ1t .· ot Aplcul,.tiLWe 
Jett•raon ¢tty, · Mt:aaola'i A,; 

'.;UI 

·-
Pear su-1 

YQ\U" ~•cent r•ct\ltst t•r q ottio.t&l r>p:Lmon real• a:a toll owe: 

'~Oll ·tl\Q· •t• ot. 114)' 18,; 195,~ vo~ "nur•4 
u opttU:on Which a tat•• • in ~rt.. •• tollows.: 

'# ... ,..t 

II At a Bettns of the ~ve~nor' &. · Cott~ni'ttee o.t 
ttua Mi$to~l l'at•r~4 P~te•t1on 4fjCJ FloOd 
Ftav&nt1® pr~m I ••• "quei:Jt~ to "eew.re trom 
you au . oJ~nl<tn •• to ~tbero ·or. Jl<)t ().1;b$tt pQ-11. t1-
ea1 llll'b~J,.VU1ons within a ;tven eowt,y m1.aht serve 
a• a lota).:~~n1ea.t1on. 

. . ·~. 

~~w. -.~ tnto~d t!nat in sorntt other states oounty 
court•~ Ut'\l'f districts., dratnaee «1et:r1cte and 
otbeP $O~f>rate lx>dtee. are $tt:rvtne tn that eapa-
oity. , · · 
11 I t.m. attaeh1ng her$to a. copy (>t Publtc Law 5M'" 
passed in the 83~4 Cone;~~~u~~ an.d on this: copy of th.$ 
Law ht.Vit.und.eP11ned or·b~aeJ.c¢te~ those a.eetiona · 
wbioh appear to pe,;»ta1n directly to this subject,; 

a:ct you -nave any qu-st1on. on this nui,tte.r l trust 
that you will requeet o:f t;t$ the addi t1.onal intorma­
tion you desi~ a.nc:t. we $hall be glad t,o pl;'ov1<1e 1 t. n 

All ref'ell'enc(!Js to statutes., unless Qtherwise indicated, ave to 
RSMo 1949. . 



Honorable L. c. O$.l'.Penter 

Public· Law No. 566 prov:1.4es toJ:t cooperation between the federal 
gove~l'Ulltnt and n states and thei~ polit1c4l subdivisions • • • tor the 
purpoee bf' preventine d.~e • • • " by ero&1Qnl flood water, et cetera. 
The law ~he~ provide& (Seet:1on 3, Public lAw 566): 

"Ill Order to assist l0eal. orsaniz .. tions in preparing 
and ea~tng out plan. tor. workt ot improvement, the 
Sec"tal'Y' is autnol'1~ed, upon. ap1)11c$.t1on of local 
or&Srn1zations., it auoll. applieatton has been aubJUtte<i 
to, and not. tU.eappX'Oved wl thin 4' da.Js by, the State . 
agency haVins. ,au,ervisory res.ponaibil1t7 over p,osrams 
prov1d•4 tor in tbie Aet, or by 'bhe Governor if' there 
is n.G State 4&$ney bi:Y'ing auell respons1b1lity--•t 

"Local .. orsan1satiort11 1s by the bill d.etined to be: 

n -- any State, ' po11 t1e$.1 r.sbtU. V1$10n thereot I soil 
or water eonse:i'vati0n 41atrlet1 tlood prevention 
or control dia\rict ~ o:t- cu'lmbt.,.t.~ons thereof~ or any . 
othe~ asency havin& authoritt under Sttate la.w to 
eu~y Ollt; maintain and operate the works ot improve­
ment.'' 

From the above 1 1 t would appear that any 11 political subdi visionr• 
would also be a n local o~za.tion" aud 10 would be qualified to cooper ... 
ate with the federal government in thEtst pl1'<>Jeete. 

Section 15, Article X of the Oen$t1tut1on of MissGuri, states: 

"Definition ot •other politl\.oal 1$\J.bdivision.' -­
The term •other pol1t1ta.l aub41v1a1on,.' e.s used 
in this article 1 shall.hbe conetrued to include 
townsh-ips, citi•s, towns, villages, scnool, road, 
drainage, sewer and leve$.distr1cts and any other 
public subd1V1~J1en, public oo:rpo:ra.tion or public quasi-cor­
poration having the powe~ to tax •• , 

Sinoe levee $.M drainage dist:vict.$ and counties are *'political sub­
d1visiona111 they are, a~oording to Publ.1e Law 566, qualified to cooper­
ate as stated above. 

In regard to the a-uthority or county courts in these matters, we 
indicate Section 70.210, which reads; 

11 The term • governins body • as tlla t term is used 
in sections 70.210 to 70.320 shall mean the board, 
body or persQns in wh1oh the powers ot a munici­
pality or political subdivision are vested. The 
term. 'political. subdivisions' as Ut$ed in sections 
70.210 to 70.320 shall be OOil$trued. to include 
counties, townships, cities, towns, v1ll9.$es, school, 
road.; drainage# sewer, levee and tire districts." 
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Honorable L• c. Carpenter 

Also Section 70.220, RSMo 1949, which reads: 
11 Any- municipality or political f.'Ubd1v1s1on or this 
state .. as herein defined, may contl:!act and cooperate 
w~th any other municipality or politteal subdivision, 
o~ with an elective or appointive otticial tnereot, or 
with a dult author1ze4 agen~y of the United States, or 
ot. th,is sta.te, or with otbev· sta.t~s or their munici­
palities ·or political subdivisicm.s for the plarmill81 
development, construction, acquisition or opel"'&tion or 
any p~blic improvement or facility, or to~ a common 
attrviee; proy14ed, that the subJect and purpose.a ot 
any such contract or cooperative action made and enter­
ed into by such UNrrlcipality or political subdiviaion 
anall be within the acope ot the powers or Guoh wni­
o1pU1ty o:r polltioa;l subdivision. It aueh contract 
or coo~rative action shall be entered into between a 
mu.n1cipal1t.y o:r pol1t1Ct:ll r.ubd1via1~n and -an elective 
or appoint.1ve ott1o:l.-1l. of anothe:r mun1eipa11ty or po­
).itical subdivision, aaid eQnt:r.-aet o:r 4ooperattve ac­
tion must be approved by the governiq body of the unit 
ot government in which such elective or appointive ot­
fie1al resides. n 

CONCLUSION 

It is the opinion Gf this department that a levee an~or 
drainage district and/or a county court is a 11 1ocal orpnization11 

within the meaning of the Public Law 566, and $o is qualified to 
enter into coopE:rat1 ve agreements with th~ Ste~etary ot Agrieul ture 
of the United States tor WOl'ks ot improvement in flood and erosion 
eontrol. 

The tore going opinion, which I he:rf:lby approve, was pr~pared 
by my assistant, Hugh P. Williamson. 

Very truly yo\U.'s, 

John M. Dalton 
Attorney General 


