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AGRICULTURE: The Commissioner of Agriculture may not delay the 
licensing of egg retailers, dealers and processors 
to a date beyond the date when such person, firms 
or corporations are required to obtain licenses 

EGG DEALERS: 
LICENSES: 

as provid~·d by existing law. 

June 10, 195.5 

nonorab).e t, c. a.uwpenter 
Of>lDl1lia{lt.on~l' or ·Asx-1cult~e 
:Stat.e ot MtaeoU»i 
Jetterson cttr1 Mi&soutl 

Pea- *• c~pentJ.,·t 
Retertn.ce ts ntrs.4e to 7~ request tor an ott1cta1 opinion 

ot this ottiee 1 wh1ch ~eque111t read.1S. all tollowa.f 

"W$. th tbf.l passage ot House B11l. 177 end said 
Bill being al~ef. by the Gov·emor on f!eoent 
date• we ha:vte! s. ptt-obl.em confu~~ntns thtt licensing 
or egg tet$.1letra• egg 4ea1el:-a and •gg prc:u:se~uiors. 

"Our.· pttea.f!tn.t.· egg .. ltoe .... ~J!.•.· s un<l.•r ex1st1~ laW's. 
exp~re on June JO. l9.5S. This Law, ot co.ura$ 1 
will t)Q:nt1n:tt.$ i-n ette<tt. until 4u.gust 29, l9p5• 
at Wlltcth tlme House :Sll.l 17'7 Will b$4Q._. 
effe.ott1'•~ Xt is our dea1t-e to not oo1l~u)-t 
tbe U.ceij$es ·under ttl$ ex!attng l.aws st-arting 
Julr 11 19S$, ·but rather to stal't at>ou.t tb.e · 
first of July, 19$.$, sendlns out applioations 
for lic(\lrUUHl to be at"t'&<itive Allfgust 29, 19.5$, 
undelt' tht. new Law. 

ttwe wou14: like an opinion at your earliest oon• 
ve:nieno• · $.8 to whe th.ar or not 1 t will be per4o0 
m1saible tor us to ctela.7 _the licensing on July 
1, 19$,, to A~gust 29; l9)J•" 

The present existing law relat1ne; to the licensing of peraons, 
!'irma or oorporat1ons whQ buy, sell• trade or traffic in eggs in 
this state 1s found 1n Ghapter li6t RSMo. 1949. 

SeotiQn 196.3)~, RaMo. 1949, provides.; in part, as followst 

1*1.. It shall be unlaw:f'u.l tor any person1 
firm or corporation to buy; sell, trade or 



trat:r1o in &8$1 in thts state without. e. 
license with tb.e following exoeptionst 

"2• Each· peraon ·rtrm or oorp~ation $Ugag~ul 
in buy'ing1 selltn!:h t~ading 4r tvatti~king 

.. ·in eg~JCJ .. t. ···~. ···$})···. · .. t t. h.· ose listoti un. de:r s. ub. divtstons 
r ~l}, r211 (3} 1• :-(4) end (!)) above, shaJ.-1 Qbtain 

~·an.n~a~ tlcena~ for &aoh s:$J)arate :plaee ot 
bli$1n~iJi tl:'om th~ coDllllislfion$1' of agriculture. 
~e te>ll~Wittg tt,pes ot l1.eenS$$ shall ·be 
tssuedt. · ·· 

' . . .. * ' ~~ * * '"' il- ··~~ * 
"4• All 11-eent:ull~ shall ~· conspicuo~s+y 
p·Qat~d in'.t;h:e place ~t bustnss$ to wbi()h 1 t 

. e.ppl.i;es •. Th~ 1t4~nse y~t;W shall be tw-elve 
:tn{)ntl:u.~ ·o,... Pf t:~.tt¢ti<Jn thereot begil'Uling 
J'lll.f tl:rat<md ending JW1e tldrtieth. 

*· .~~ ~~ .. ~ '* '*·c* i!-Jl '' 

Seoti()l'l 19.6 .• )$0* as~ 19491· prGVides that a,l.lli().ens$ fees 
she.ll be paid to t~;rH.r~cto~ ot Rev$nue and depo&1t$d with the 
state ·lfreasul?el1 to · the ~Ped.i t of the Agrioul tur$.1 P'e$·& Fun4. 

~ '. . . . . ' . 

· Se»~t1on 3.96.i~S; s~plr:'a, provides that the Oomtiliss:toner of 
Ag:rtol.ll:ttU>$ shall t~Jntoroe the :f't>rego:tng provisione. The 68th 
Gen~~al AasemblT;; ·or ,the ena,otment ot House Bill 177 1 has 
repealed the above noted 1949 provisions and substituted in 
lieu.. thereof severe.). 11e:w sections. In view of the fact that 
the p:rovisionfl of' Ho~s~ Bill 177 are substantially, similar to 
.vhe above noted proVia~ons with the exception that th&. e.nnual 
license fees ·ha'Ve.·been.) in<.lreased; we do not deem 1t nec.essary 
tov tb.$ p\U'poae. ot thi,$ opinion to set forth the provisions 
ot House Bill 177 in ~. 

House Bill 177 dpe~ not include an emergency clause and 
therefoiJ$ said bill w;lll not he~ome effective until 90 days 
afte~. the a(f:journ:men"'; of the ses$!on, which latter dat$ was May 
.31. 1955. See •. 29, Art. III, Constitution of Missouri, 1945. 

·~ ~ 



Hon. L. ·c. ·Carpenter 

You inquire whether the licensing or egg retailers, dealel?s 
and processors :requit"ed by the eXisting law may be delayed. until 
August 291 l95S, when the provisions ot House Bill 177 become 
et'tecti v& 1 we believe the :answer must be in the negative. 

As .noted .above, Section 196.33$, supra, :me.kes it unlawful tor 
any person,. firm, or oot;pore.t1on to buy, sell, trade or traffic in 
eggs w1 thout a license. . Said provisions are· still in e_e:f'eot, 
~d will be until· the effective date ~f Rouse Bill 177• 

. , • We are of the opinion that the Q()mmissioner ot Agriculture, 
who. 1s charged with the enforcement ot the egg licensing pro• 
visi-ons; ·may not authorize a violation of.' the terms ot Section 
196 .. 3,3), supra. b7 retu.sing to issue a license on or before 
July l, 19$~, o:r to otherwisesuspend the operation or said 
provisions and the Ucensirig of egg retailers, dealers·and 
processors shou14 be proceeded with as provided by law. 

· CONOLU.'SI014' . 

Therefore, it ia the opinion ot this office that the 
Commissioner of Agriculture may not d~lay .the licensing of egg 
retailers, dealers and processors to a date beyond the date when 
such pex-son1 firm,& or e~orporS;;ti ons are required to obtain license$ 
as provided by existing law• · ·· 

The foregoing opinion,. which I he,reby approve,. was p:repared 
by m:r assistant, Nr., ponal D. Guffey. 

DDG:mw 

You:rs· very truly, 

John M. Dalton 
Attorney General 


