ECONOMIC POISONS: Mixture of fertilizer and insecticide is an

AGRICULTURE: : "economic poison®.
INSECTICIDES:

December 5, 1955

v Eomz’able L. C. Carpenter
“fmmmissioner of Agriculture

Department of Agrieculture
Jefteraon City, x:aaﬁurz

Dear $irt

. This 1a in amauer %o yaur~ﬂ9@ant reqnaat for &n opinion of
thie office, which request readi as followsi

Af“A qaeatian has ar&aeﬁ'in;my mind as to whether
roain mixture of substences is an
conomie Potson, and if so, whether it ought to
m ssﬁ‘a onona: "L‘i“'iﬁ‘éz.?‘ B, ) Aaeted by o
: ¢ % & and now er 270
263, 339; Bavised Statuter of Missouri, 19&9. |

“Agptoultupal fertilizer is customarily go:ﬂ in
sacks with akout elighty: (803 paunﬂa to the sack
or in bulk sold by the tone. However, price is
usually quated by the tan‘whether gold by sack
or in bulic. Over the past few years & practice
has apisen where an inaeetinide, namely Aldrin,
has been added to and mixed with the fertilizer
in an amount of about ten (10) pounis to a ton.
When this insecticide is sdded a separate charge
is made for 1t and. the amount of the charge us-~
vally increases % rice of the product about
twenty per cent (20%4). The clear purpose of the
addition of the 1nseeti¢1da 18 to combat insects
and not to preserve oy enhance the quality or
quantity of the fertilizer or any of the fer-
tiliger components. ‘The gdck container may or

- may not make individusl clsims for the added
ingsecticide,

“An opinion, therefore, 18 vrequested as to whether
or not this mixture of fertilizer and insecticide
is an economic poison within the law cited above
and, tharafare, mast comply with the law."



Honorable L. €. Carpenter
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' The 9arm “economic poison” is defined in Sactien 263.270 V.A.M.8.,
SGptember Pamphlet, as follewa: :

"The term 'economic polson' medns any: subetanse or
mixture of substances intended for preventing, de-
stroying, repelling, or mitigating any insects, ro-
dents, fungl, weeds, or other forms of plant or ani-
mal life or viruses, except viruses on or in living
man or other animals, which the eommissxaner, aftep
a hearing, shall declare to be & paaﬁ;*'* whn

Iﬁ 18 to be noted that ‘under the definition of “aaanomie peison®
e mixbure of substances 1s included. If, therefore, the mixture of
gubstances is used for the purposes found in said definitiom, such
mixture is an "economic poison™. The fact that the mixture also con-
tains a fertilizer does not exempt such mixture from eoming within the
purview of the d&finitien of “eeanomie poiaan .

© Since you state in your opinion request that ‘the mixture is used
to combat insects, it is alaar that the mixbure involved does come
within the definition of "economic poison™. It follows, therefore,
that, since such mixture comes within the definition , the provi-
siong of the Economic Poisons Act, Saes. a63.270 to aés 380 VAM.8.
are appiiaable tc Sﬁﬁh mixtnre. S
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It is the eplniow of this foiee that @ mixture of substances .
goming within the definition of “economic Poison"; ‘and which mixture
18 used for the purpose of combating insscts is an "economic poison”

_%ng ﬁhabA?gch mixtura 15 aubgece te the provisions of thﬁ Ecanemie
FOLBONE RCG. S

The faregeing epinian. whieh I hsreby approve, was preparad
by my aasiatant, c. B Burns, v,

- Very ’oruly yqui*és :

| " John M. Dalton
CEB/1d | - : - Attorney General



