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ECONOMIC POISONS: Mixture of fertilizer and insectic.ide is an 
"economic poison". AGRICULTURE: 

INSECTICIDES: 

December 5, 1955 

lkm.o~bl-e L-. o. Qu»••••r 
(,O~•elqau of q.lo-.~\We 
~P~~Ut••. Cit' Asrl..olil~ 
eJ'eft.r1cn. ctv-•· lfljtov:li 

hal' $irt 

. · .. ·· Tb,., .. it ltl •••r to 1!~J6"'··.Jut ~q•e.t tor an op1n1on ot 
this ott!.ce, wbiott. requeat ~~~-~,• toUow•• 

.. , qualltoa l\at. ~Wiaeil •. ~•• id.ftd, as \;o tlb.ethel' 
or .-.o,. • , t"ai.n ~~~ <tf •-•~•• 11 an 
eco~<t"' ·.· ····•on, .-.tt '''l•· ._,beJ' lt oqbt to 
¢cu. dt $mt. P\lHlett ot ll•»• 10l .... ed by 
t~ ii$th' ... ~~ u·~~ ..... !\0. Cba.pte.- 263-270-
e63.380, a.v1s" atatut•• ot Jttstoun, 1949. 
u ~c8 ..... ""'ill t~·~a., r• ....... ·u·~- ... · · · iri ... ~_ .. , u • ··1 A 1n 
.~;~ .,~-~~\l;~;lsh;~:(ao.J ";;;-·~ t~ · ;~ck 
or . i:J;l. W1,k ao~d.. ttv . tl\t to~'·· · How•ve•,. pr1oe. is 
tl$.ua1l.F qu.ote4 by tkt t~ll wbethtr . C$Ol4 \ly aaok 
or 1~ -14k· OVtl' .. pa,ji; t;ew Y!ata a . p~c$1ce 
ba«l · •~s.aen tmtl'e P A.al«t0~1c14e;. Paliel.J. A1-1.n. 
bas ·b.een a4d.ed. to t.n4 ~•' With the ten111aer 
~~ an #mG=t ot .. abo1lt ,.,~ (),0) p()wrl;;s ttl • ·ton. 
VhetJ 1;h.iJ lt'i$~et1e14e 11 •dded et. ~epvate charge 
1ll.ma48· ttJr it and tbe ~-t o~ the e~ us• 
~l' ... f-1\c.rea•e .. a i!~ ~·. 1. oe ot th~ p~od .... c·t·. &bout. twentr per cent (.2C7/IJ... tfbe cle~ purpose ot the 
adc:U.t.S.on 9f tbe j,nseot1c1de :te ·to eo .. t insects 
ana. no'b to pres•rte o)1 •nna~ee the q'Ualitr or 
(lll6\nt1ty ot the tert111."~ or ·~ ot the ter­
t11iter component•. 'b.$ · fl,tlCk Oc;)~t•tner • or 
l.ll¥W not ~e in41v1ctwU ola.ilna tor-the $deled 
1naeet.1¢14e• 

nAn opinion, therefore, 1e "queated •• :to whether 
or not this m~e of tex-t111eer ~ iruisectieid.e 
1s an econom!.o poison wt~in the law c1 ted above 
a.nd, theretQre, must comply With the law."' 



Honorable L. cr. Carpenter 

The term ••econoll'lie poieon" 1$ detined in Section 263.a70 V·.A·,M.S., 
September PIUlPhlet, as follows t · · , · 

'tiThe tet'ln 'eQOnDmiC poison• JndtlS &ny"Sttbstance OX' 
mixture ot subst~es 1nten4ed to%' preventtna, 4e­
•trOy"ing, r.epel.1.1as, o~ mitiga.tins aw insects, ~o· 
<lenta. tunai~: weeds; Ql' other torms ot plant Gr ani· 
mal l1Ee ol" vtl.'U&es, tl(cept v1t'l.tri4t~t on or in living 
iQ.at1 or otb.$1* aai-.ls. wh1<tb vke o.oii8Ji•lione'A attel' 
a h.e~U'in&, tb&l~ ,dec~ to 'be a peat;* * *§~t 

, :,t;tr ~ to·. be 'n.c)·~~)~l;la.~ 'Ul'uter the 4etWtion ot "econond.c po.i,sontt 
.a mut•• ot 8\lbltU~··· ~ included. It I therefore. th.e miXture ot 
au})at•nees· ·t.a us\ld ·tor ·the P~<UUUJ toun<t in Mid det1n1t1on, e•<m 
Jntxti~ ~ •.. an 'tecono.Uo poison • The ·ta.ct that ~he lliDure also <u)• ... 
ta:ina · e: te~i11zel" . dOfiU~ not ex~nnpt such m1x~ure from comtng w1 thin the 
purview ot the det1nit1on ot "economic_ po1sontt. 
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$1n4e you stat$ tn ·yoW:- optruon: ~q~st · that the mixtl:We is ued 
to 40mbt.~ 1n8eota, 1,. is· clear that the adxt\U'e involved do•e come 
wtthin the 4etin1tton ot ''eQonomte ·poisqntt.• · It toll~wa, thel'tt'ore. 
that, etnce such. miX~~ 4QD1e8 Wit~ the detinitl<>n t t·he p~ov1-. 
s1ons of the Boono•o Voi~JOM Act, ~C$.'• 263.270 to 2t>3• 380 · v.A.M.$. · 
ve app11411t.ble. to hf.lh 1Wttve:~ · · · · · · · 

. ' . .. ' . . 

o_._·ooc~u.·.~. ou . 
; .' ·, • f ·t. ·. 

lt is tbQ opiirlon ot this Qttioe that ':I mixture •ot substances " 
coming within t~ -defj.nition ot '*economic ~~1:son•t 1 ~ which mixtve 
is u«td tor 'tihe P'Ql'P'ose ot eombating · irrB$ct'3 is an ••economic poisonn 
and that such ~ve is subJec:'t • to the ·provisions ot the ~oonormtc 
Joiaons Act. · ·.·· ~ ·.·' · ·.· ",' · ··~· · 

'l'he foregoing ·opinion, Which ·I' hereby approve, wa.s .·Prepared 
by my assist~t{ c. B• B-wms, Jr. . .. , · ·· · · · 

·John M~ Dalton 
Att0rneyOeneral 


