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SALES TAX: 
MO'l'OH VEHICLES.:, 

Farm Tractors are not subject to motor 
vehicle sales tax under the provisions 
of Section 144.450, Laws of Missouri 
1951, page 854, but sales tax must be 
paid upon their purchase as a sale of 
taneible property. 

October 28, l95S 

Jlono7able Olt17trnl w. Allen 
17'h Diatl'1'8t · 
Itoek PQ~t. M•aous-1 

h,:aP. 'Senator Allent 

.. ' .. l haT*# O~··:h~ JQUl' :roqueat for Q <>Pinion or my otfiee 
wli!Qb.··is as f·l,')ll•••• :. · . 

~·· . . . ~ 

· ·RI wo.uld like an optrd.on t_.om. JO~ ot.f1cef 
as t'o wtaethe;r or no~. r-.rm ~s;(l~'bo~e are 
exempt tro.Dl the p&Jm•nt ot e&l<t·• tax, ur.a4~r 
· se<;t1o~· 144•4$0'" at· page. 24$ ot the M1saou;r1 
R~fv1s&4 #t••~••• Cumlll•t.$-,:• a.pplement. 1953 
·x w11Ph t6 call. ruu· a;~t~ntt1c>n t.e the last · 
lttie r>:f .. ••1d eeetion, 

. It;: 1s quite t"e •that; !'arm '~ac:fio:rs ar~. exempted fr-~:·:m. the 
paJ111ettt of 1tl<:>tor Yo.biel• $nd salea uee tax by the provisions ot 

· UetlQn :144.43\~, .. kwa flf. ~-·~u1 l9.Slt .Paia· 6$4. ·.The. wording 
ot the •eoti9n' :muet be •u~petull;r. noted.., boweve~. to a-:,1'1 ve at 
the ext~u;1eion o-t ~e e.X$mpt1~n provl@d;. Paraphrasing the 
notion it rea4s a• toll&wsc 

"* * * '!he t.u intposed by Seetton 144.440 
shall not apply to mot~r V"ehioles an aoeount 
Qt wh14h the eales tax p.rovia."d by this aot 
$hall hav~ 'been paid, * * '* llQr to. tarm 
tr.a(l to~ •. tt 

Whl.le tam· t)!!!aotQrs are not taxed. under the· provisians of 
. Section 144 •. 4:40:, eupn, a tu b.poae.d, tQ quote f'rom the see• 

tlon, "·* * * for the p:rivilege ot using the highways or this 
s~ate * * *~n the que3tion att to whe~ll•J? t;ractol,9·• are subject 
to sales tax ·must b.- determined und'" tb:e language. · ot Section 
144.020, RSMo·, 1949; whtreiu is conta1ned tn subsection l the 
tollQwinge 

"l. From and after the etteetive date of 
this. chtpter, thErre shall be and 1s hereby 
levied and imposed and shall be collected 
and paidt 



Honorable. Cla;yton w. Allen 

"(l) t;Jpon eVtU'1 :retail. sale in this state 
Qf tangible P'-~sonal property a tu equiv­
alent to two pet- cent or the pu:rchaae p~.1ce 
·P$.1cl' c>r '4b.Ua;e'4,, o.r in case such sale involves 
th• e~chp;n.ge ·'(it property, a tu equ1 valent 
tc ·. t.WG per.· ce.nt . or the contd.4e:r-at1on paid or 
cl::ulrged. incl'tlding the fair :ma.ritet value of 
.the property excbliUlged at the time and place 
(It th$ EUtoh$llge • ft 

A cop7 of an op1niQn of this ot'fioe dated May 4-, 1949 to 
G. H. I$ates !.s enclosed herewith. That &pinion is to the ettect 
tl:lat tb.e px-Qcedu.re of 'bM collection of sal$8 tax on lf!Otor vehicles 
e.s set·. up- in the Motiont nqw !f<).~. l44•44<>t Qwu. Supp. 19)), page 
245, d()es not apply to t~ailers or eemi•trailers. That opinion 
asswne.s, 1n accordance with Mr. ~tea' lett~n.", that they were sub• 
jec~ to sales tax undep 'bhe ·Sales Wax Law. In as much as tarm 
t~actors muat be cons14ere4 ta.ngi 'ble pel"sonal property Qll{.'l :tit all 
of the: other requisites of the above section, the general sales tax 
act must be considered t.o apply to .. them. 

CONGbOSION 

It is, therefore; the opinion of this office that farm trae ... 
tors are exempt trommotor vehicle sales or use tax in accordance 
with Sec·tion 144.450, OUm.. Supp., 1953, but that sales tax is due 
on the sale thereof as a tax on the sale of tangible personal 
property. 

The .foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, was prepared 
by my assistant, James W. Faris. 

JWF/b1 

Enc1o8"Qlle: G. H. Bates 
5-L~--4 9 

Yours very truly, 

JOHN M. DALTON 
Attorney General 


