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•SCHOOL DISTRICTS: : Tangible personal property of manufacturing 
corporations subject to taxation, should TAKATION: 

MANUF'ACTURER.t S TAX: : be assessed in the school district in 
which the property is locatedo PERSONAL PROPEHTY TAX:: 
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December 28, 1954 

Honorable Stewart E. Tatum 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Jasper County 
Joplin, Misseurl 

Dear Mr. Tatum: 

Yo-u hav-e requested this oft1ee to ~ender an opinion 
on the following question raised by- the Assessor of your 
oountyt · 

"}ia.y a manufacturer be assessed in two school 
districts tn a case where its oftlce and opera• 
tionJJ are located in two distrletat 

thre be more speeit'1e, I ~e.fer to the 1118llufac­
tu.rel''s tax of' the Hercules Powder Company. 
Thei:r- office and all rawl'l1ater1ds are located 
in one school d1atr1ct. A short d1stanoe tie 
the south, and across a school district line1 
is their plant where all their manufacturing 
of powde.r ~te. is done and where all magazb1es 
are located for storage o:f their products, 
Wh(m finished. I a.m. enolcsing .the regular 
assessment blank f'or 1n.anuf.acturers in order 
that you may 560 the required break-down in 
the assessment figures. 

111'-iust the assessi!lent be made and the tax paid 
in the school district where the principal or ... 
fice is located or may 1t be divided as set 
out above ? 11 · 

Section 150.320 (all statutoey citations herein are 
RSMo 1949) requires the County Assesso!' to enter in a book 
kept for that purpose, the valuation of p:roperty-, subject 
to manufe.cturer•s tax, located tn each school district in 
the county. 



The question arises as to the situs, for taxation 
purposes, .o:r tangible personal property subjeat to manu• 
facturer • s tax. 

Section 137.090 provides that tangible personal 
property is, generally, taxable in the county where the 
owner resides. However, Section 137.095 provides that 
tangible personal property of manufacturing co:rporations 
is taxable where located• Section 137.095 reads: 

"All tangible personal property o:r business 
and manufacturing corporations shall be tax­
able 1n the count'f in which such property 
may b$ a1tuatEtd on the first day of January 
ot the 7ea.r for which aueh taxes mq be 
assessed, an.d eve%7 business or manufactur­
ing Oollpora.tion having or owing tangible 
personal property on the .first day of January 
in eaeh year, which Shall- on said date, be 
situated in any other county than the one 
in which aaid corporation is located, shall 
make return thereof to the assessor or such 
county o:r tow:nship where situated, in the 
sam$ manner as other tangible personal p,rop­
erty is required by law to be returned.' 

Section 137.140 provides• 

nThe real and tangible personal property of 
all corporations operating in any county in 
the state of Missolll'i and in the city of St. 
Louis, and subject to assessment by county 
or township assessorsr, shall be assessed and 
taxed where situated. t 

There appears to be no cases detennining whether the 
above statutes require the tangible property of' corporations 
subject to manufacturer's tax to be assessed and taxed in 
the school district wherein such property is located. 

However, in considering Sections 137i:090, 137 •. 095 and 
137.140 in paria materia, we conclude that it was the intent 
of the Legislature that tangible personal property subject to 
manufacturer's tax, should be assessed in the school district 
where located. · 
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Honorable Stewart E. Tatumr 

Section 137.190 merely provides that tangible personal 
property situate in another county shall be assessed in the 
county where the owner resides. Yet this has been construed 
to mean that such property is subject to taxation for school 
purposes in the school district of the residence of the owner 
even though such property is located in another sehool dis• 
tr1et within the saro.e county. State exrel. Kelly vs. Shepherd, 
218 Mo. 656, 66,3, 117 s.w. 1169. See also our enclosed opinion 
to Honorable Diek B. Dale,· Jr .• , Pro.secuting Attorney .of Rar 
County, Richmond, MissoUI*i, under date of December 21, 1954-. 
Section 137.19$ provides for a different method of dete~1n-
1ng the situs:, tor taxation purposes, of ta.ngil:>le personal 
property of manufacturing corporations. Ginee Section 1.37.190 
makes the situs of tangible personal property of individuals 
in the school district in which they live,'we oon()lude that 
Section 1.37.190 was intended to place the situs of tangible 
personal property of manufacturing corporations in the dis­
t;rict in which a·uoh property 1s located. Seation ·l37 .140 
lends weight to that conclusion. 

CONCLUSION 

It is, therefore, the opinion of this office that the 
tangible personal prop~rty of manufacturing corporations 
subject to taxation, should he assessed in the school district 
in which the property is located. 

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, was pre­
pared by my Assistant, l'1r. Paul McGhee 0 

PMcG:irk 

Ene: 

Yours very truly, 

JOliN M. DALTON 
Attorney General 


