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IN'l'O:XICA11ING LIQUOR:: A person may not manufacture intoxicating 
·: liquor for personal use in his home with-

LICENSE: : out obtaining the license and paying the 
: fees required by Sections 311.180 or~ 

311.190, RSMo 1949. 
• • • • • • • • • • .• • •. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~~ ... ··~-' : . .• ~:<.~~- • • • • • • • • • 

December 14, 1954 

.H;on•~aol,a, l'iel.lis M. Ketchum 
Supervisor · 

. Department of Liquor Ocntrol 
J•fter&o;t et.t71 M1s$ou.r1 · . 

Dear Mr>·• lttttchumt 

8y ltttter dated Oetobe~ aS!· 19$,41 .. Jou requested 
an opinion at this oft*<Ht as fo lows 1 

"I hta.V(iJ had several inquiries if' a resl• 
d~n~ at M1ttaouri :m.n penn.1t the natUJ:i'al 
term~ntation ot fruit ju.iees ln the home 
for the e:••-tuslve ~· ot the oe~upants 
o£ the home and th.eil' gue$ts,. te.x.-t'ree 
f.llid without: a lie ens~ •. ·. It. 1:$ XJ17 unde~· 
standing, t.he Ped~:ral (h)vernment permits 
200 gallons to 'be made per "'tuu~., tax• 
tree, b1 the h~ad or 'the faml'lf for heme 
use• eo long af'J , th~ r$S}Hlot1ve $tate 
$tatu.te$ dG not p:vohtb:tt •••• 

"May I have yotill' of.fie1al opinion if a 
:t"es1.dent o£ the Stat• ot Mtssour1 may 
pennit the natural fermentation of fruit 
juioe.s 1n the home for the· exclusive usee 
ot the home and th& guests, tax-.;tree and 
without a lt~ense.tt 

All· statutory cit(ltions are I~evlsed Statutes ot 
t41ssourt. 1949 • . 

w, presume that the "natural fermentation o£ fruit 
juices•• will result in intoxicating liquor, as defined 
by Section .311.:0!0. &ai;d e:Jection reads: 

••The term. • !nt~cMing J.;,19~£' as used 
in th.ie chapte-r,· shall mean and include 



Honorable Hollis M. Ketchum; 

alcohol for beverage purposes; alcoholic, 
spiri.tuoua, vinous, fermented, malt, or 
other liquors, or combination of liquors, 
a part of·whiah. is spirituous, vinous, or 
.ferwented,. an,d All p:repe.rayions or mixture~ 
for beverage purposes; containing in ax­
cess of th1~~e and two-tentb.s per cent or 
aloohel byweigh.t•" 

$action 31l.050 makes it unlawful to mantlf'aeture. · 
intoxicating liquor without a license •. That section 
readst 

tt;rt>ahall be unlawful for any person. 
firm1 partnership or c0rporation to 
manufacture, sell or expose for sale 
in this state intoxicating liquor, as 
defined in sections· 311.020, .l.I! any 
guant'- ty, without taking out alioense ," 

(Emphasis ours.) 

A license to manu£aoture intoxicating liquor may be 
issued pursuan'l;; to Section 311.180 which readss 

t'l. · No person, partnership, association 
of' persons or ~orpo:r>ation shall manufacture; 
distill, blend, sell or offer for sale in• 
tox1cating liquor within this state at wholE)• 
sale or retail, or solicit orders for the 
sale of intoxicating liquor within this state 
without procuring a license from the super ... 
visor of liquor control authorizing them so 
to do. FoJ;> such lieense there shall be paid 
to and collected by the director of revenue 
annu~l charges as follows: 
11 (l) For the priv·ilege of manufacturing 
and brewing in this state malt liquor con­
taining not in excess of.' five per cent o-f 
alcohol by weight the sum of two hundred 
dollars; 

"(2) For the privilege of manufacturing 
in this state intoxicating liquor contain• 
ing not in excess of twenty-two per cent 
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ot alcohol by weight the sum of one hundred 
dollarst 

tt(3) For the privilege of manutaoturing, 
distilling or blending 1ntox!oating liquor 
o.r all kinds with;tn this state the sum of 
t\fo hundred dollarsJ 

"a. Provided .tu.:tther1 however, that so­
l1c1tors; manutacturer• and blenders. of 
1nto~1.cat1ng liquor shall not be required. 
to t Ske out a merchant t s license for the 
sale or tneir products at the plaoe of 
manufacture or in quant~ties of not less 
than one gallon." · 

The license fees for the manufacture of light wines · 
under oevtaln limitations are set out by Section 311.190. 
That sectlon provides t · 

nFor the·· prJvilege of manufacturing, in 
quantities 11,0t to exceed five thousand 
gallons, ltght wines containing not in 
excess ot folirteen per cent· of alcohol 
by weight exclusively from grapes, berri.es 
and other :fru1 ts and vegetables grown in 
the at.ate o.t' ~Ussouri, thex-e shall be 
paid t.o and collected by the director 
of revenue, in lieu of the charges pro­
vided in section. 311.180, a license fee 
of five dollars for each five hundred 
gallons, or fraction thereof. A manu­
facturer licensed under this section 
shall be privileged to sell to consumers 
at the wiriery,in lots not to exceed four 
and seven-eighths gallons, and to sell 
to duly licensed wholesalers or duly 
licensed retail.dea.lers in lots of five 
gallons .or more." 
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The above statutes prohibit the manufa()ture of 
intoxicating liquors unless the rnanuf'actu.:re:r pays 
.th.e required fees and is. properly li.cen~ed, Person,E:J 
manutaoturing in'tqxioatiti.g':J,iquo;t>s for their personal 
use are not exempted f:ttom..the operation. of th$ atatutej! 

CONCL:USJ;ON 

It is, therefore, tM opinion of this office that 
a perspnmll.y not. m.a.nu.fS.otu.:re intoxic~t;ing liquor for 
pe;r>sona,l use iu b.ts horne. ·without obtaining the license 
~d-P'*-Y1.n.gt,be fees Pequ,!red by $eetions ,311.180 or 
311.1901 RSMo 19~-9. . 

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, 
was prepared by my Assistant, Mr. Paul McGhee. 

PMcG:irk 

Very truly yours, 

JOHN M. DALTON 
Attorney General 


