Employer's contribution for county hos-.

gg%%%gAggéPIfALS‘ ';3p1tal employees gor soci;l zzcg%igg 22;%,
H E ital tax money,

SOGIAL SECURITY 0§Zlciegggﬂe appropriated for hospital

- " purposes by county court.

,F-l L E D April 7, 1954

Eenarable Re M, Giffard
Prosecuting Attorney
‘Sulliven County

Green 0ity, Eiasauri

,Dear‘Sir:

: wnia is 1n an&uer to yaur 1atﬁar of recent dete requeste
ing an offieial opinion of this office, and reading as follows!

"The County Glark of ﬁulli?aﬁ Gounty, Missouri,
inquires of this office as to the position of
the Gounty Gourt with referense to a certaln
bill certifisd by the Bosrd of Trastees of the
Sullivan Qounty Memorial Hospit aaunty,,;
hospital aperating na-a? ‘ it
state and ari in l _ ’

1 wit 72 g ;i "v?tha fadaral gev«
ernments Thﬁ ' tn quaation is in the approxe
imate amount of §500.,00 and represents éne and
one~half per cent of the aalaries pald te the
employees of the dnstitutien and 1s that amount

required to be forwarded to the appropriate
fedarel aunthority for social securlty purposes.
The County Court questions their autherity to

- pay this sum from their general revenue for the
reagon that ne amount feor such purpose was setb
up in 1953 in the county budget and further be-
cause they do not consgider themselves to be emw
ployers for sociel security purposes and that
the sgurce from which such eontribution should
be made is that souree from which the salaries
themaselves arise."

By a subsequent letter you further infermed this office
that all the revenue of Sullivan County for the year 1953 has
glready been expended,

Since you refer in your letter to & "board of trusteea" we
assume that the county hospital of Sulliven eounty, a county of
the third class, was esteblished under the provisions of Sec=
tion 205,160 to Section 205,340 R8Mo 1949,



Henorable R. M. Gifford

_ suilivan County emplb&ees are covered by the provisions
of the Federal Soclal Security Act under provisions of a eon-
tract making coverage effective January 1, 1951.

Section 205.200, L. Mo. 1951, p. 776, provides for the im-
position of a tax for such a county hospltal and for the eatab-
- lishment of a special county hospital fund therefronm, ,

Section 205.230 RSMo 1949, provides as follows:

"In counties exercéising the rights conferred by
sections 205,160 to 205,340, the county court
- may appropriate each year, in addition to tax
for hespital fund herein provided for, not ex~ .
~ ceeding five per cent of itz general fund for
the improvement and maintenance of any public
hospital so established,"

The money to be expended for hospital purposes is limited
then to the funds raised by the speeial hospltal tax authorized
by Section 205,200, supra, and by the 5% of general revenus,
if the counbty court decides to appropriate such under the pro=

- visions of Section 205,230, suprsa.

We are enclosing an official opinion of this office rendered
under date of April 16, 1952, to George Henry, which holds that
the county's contribution for county health center employees
should be paid from the county health center fund. We believe
the same reasoning to be gpplicable in the present instance,
and hold that the county's contribution for the county hospit-
al employees' soclal security payments should be made from the
special hospital fund derived from tax levied under Section
205.200, or from the 5% of general revenue authorized to be ap=
propriated for the county hospital fund by Section 205.230, if
the county court maekes such appropriation. :

You have not stated in your letters whether or not the county
court has acted to make the gpproprlation authorized by Sectlion
205.230. We are, therefore, unable at this time to determine
Just what money 1s or is not available for county hespital pur-
poses.,

We are enclosing an officiel opinion of this office rendered
under date of July 10, 1946, to Davis Benning, relative to the
gueation of what class of the county budget the contributien
authorized by Section 205,230 is to come oub of, if the county
court wishes to make such appropriation.
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Honorable Re M, Gifford

CONCLUSION

It is the opinion of this office that the county's con=-
tribution for social security payments on salaries of county
bospital employses are to be pald out of the funds derived from
the special county hospltal tax authorized by Section 205.200,
L, Mo. 1951, pe 776, or out of the 5% of general revenue auth~
orized to be appropriated for the county hospltal fund by the
county court under provisions of Section 205.230 RSMo 1949, if
the county court decides to make such appropriation.

The foregoing oplnion, whieh I hereby approve, was pra-

pared by my Assistant, Mr, €. B. Burns, Jr.

Very truly yours,

JOHN M. DALTON
CBB/ld Attorney General

encl,



