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A private bus owner who uses his bus 
solely for the purpose of transporting 
children to or from schools, whether 
public or private, does not need to 
obtain a certificate from the Public 
Service Commission authorizing him to 
do so. 
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Honori})le la'g Whtte 
l~roseouting Attorney 
Phe~ps Oount·y 
Rolla. Miaaouri 

Dear Mr. White: 

This is in respon-se to your req,ueat tor an opinion, 
dated August 311 l9>J., wbloh reads, 1ri part, as foll.owst 

"I have been re~uest~d to obtain an 
Gpl.n1on .from you as ~o the following 

·queattonJ 

"l~ Is it lawful tor a bus owrutr who 
contracts with the publ1c school 
diet;-ict to transport children 
to the. pub11e aahools t() 4ilso 
make 8. separate contrac-t with 
oh1l<Wen. going to religious and 
parochial schools to transport 
such ohlldren in the same bUIJ 
and along with cb1ldren going 
to the pUblic schools without 
f':trst obtaining public service 
authority to transpor-t as a 
carrie~ of passengers oth4r than 
what is :required to transport 
children to the public schools." 

Ordinarily, this ot;('ice does not write opinions concern• 
ing duties and liab111t1es arising under laws, rules or regu­
lations of the Public Service Commission. However, inasmuch 
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Honorable Jay White 

as a vio1at1on of the provisions or Chapter 390, RSMo 1949, 
Amended Laws of Missouri, 1951, p .• 5471 et seq., dealing with 
the regulation or motor carriers and contract hau1ers·is made 
a misder11eanor under Section 390.17$, .Laws of I>iissouri, 19.51, 
we are responding to this request, 

Section .390.0$0, Laws or Missouri, 1951, Page $52, pro• 
vides that: 

"1. Except as otherwise px-ovided in section 
J90.0j0, no person shall engage in the business 
or a common ear .. ier in intrastate commerce 
on any public highway in this state unless 
there is in force with respect to suah carrier 
a certificate issued by the Commission auth­
orizing such operations." 

Section 390,060, Laws of Mis&OUJi.'i, 19~1, Page 553 provides 
that: 

"l,. Except as otherwise provided in section 
)90-.0.)0, no person shall engage in the busi• 
ness or a contract carrier in intrastate 
commerce on any public highway in this state 
unless there is in .force with reapect to such 
carrier a permit issued by the Commission• 
authorizing such operations ... 

Section. 390~e;0.30, referred to in the above sections, reads, 
in part, as follows: 

"The provisions of sections 390.011 to 390.176 
shall not apply to: 

11 2. School buses • ...'' 

Section 390.020,. the definition section, reads, in part, 
as follows: 

"As used in sections 390.011 to 390.176 

"13. The term •school bus' me.ans any motor 
vehicle while being used solely to transport 
students to or from school or to transport 
students to or from any place for educational 
purposes." 



Honorable Jay White 

Prior to the 1951 amendment, Section 390.020, 5, (RSMo 1949), 
defining the term 11 school bus", read as follows: 

"5. The term •school bus,• when used in 
said sections, means any motor vehicle 
used to transport students to and tram 
school, either public or private, or to 
transport pupils properly chaperoned, 
to and from any place within the state 
f'or educational purposes.n 

Prior to the 19.$1 ~endm.ent, it was perfectly clear, of 
course, that the exe.111ption of school buses was meant to apply 
to buses used in transporting students to or from school, whether 
public-or p,rivate, Under the 19.$1 amendment, with removal of 
the words 'public or private" it is not so clear. 

In interpreting the word "school" or nso.hool district", 
when used in connection with the chapter dealing with public 
scho.ols, it has been held that those words apply only to public 
schools, However, we see no prevailing reason.w.hy the te~ 
''school" as used in Chapter 390 1 with regard to the regulation 
of motor ca:rriers and contract haulers, should z-eoeive such a 
limited interpretation, Certainly, the last portion of the 
definition in Section 390,020, 13, "to transport students to 
or from any place :f'o:r educational purposesu would seem broad 
enough to include any educational institution, whether .public 
or private.- Therefore, we are of the opinion tiha.t a private 
hauler who uses his motor vehicle solely for the purpose or 
transporting students to or from educational institutions, 
whether public or private, does not need a certificate from 
the Public Service Commission authorizing him to do so. 

CONCLUSION 

It is the opinion ot this of.fioe that a private bus owner 
who uses his bus aolely.i'or the purpose of' transporting children 
to or from schools, whether public or private, does not need to 
obtain a certificate trom the Public Service Commission authoriz­
ing him to do so. 

The .foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, vms prepared 
by my Assistant, Mr. John w. Inglish. 
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Yours very truly~ 

JOHN I-1. DALTON 
Attorney General 


