
TAXA'riON : corporat ion organized under gen€ral busines s 
corpora~ion statutes liable for ad valorem 
taxes . 

Septemoer 3, 19/3 

.donorabl e Jay White 
Prosecuting At tor ney 
~httlps (,ounty 
.. ·wlle. , t-1issouri 

J. ear Si r : 

rteference is ,,lade t o your rc.quss t for an official 
opinion of t h is aepart mvnt, r ea ding in part, as fol l ows : 

" I have been r equested by t he Count y 
Cvurt t o oxaJine papers of the ontral 
.- li:::s s ouri Hegional Pair , Inc . her t. in 
rhel ps c ounty, rliss ouri , to s ee if i t 
is subj~c t t o count y ..... Jlu s tate t axes . 

" I f y \.. u can be of hel p t o 1ne in t h i s 
mat ter, I would cortainl~ appreci ate 
it ." 

tour a t t en t ion i s f irs t direc ted to th ~revisions of 
Sect i on 137. 075, B.S!I,o 1 14 9 , r eadint, as f ol l o-ws: 

J . ver y pers n owning or hol einv r eal 
prop~rty or tangi bl e p6raonal property 
on t he f i r st day of January i ncl uding 
all such property purchas ed on that 
day, shall b liabl e for t axes ther eon 
duri nc the same ca l endar year . " 

a l s o, to t he fur t her provi sions of Section 137 . 095, HSHo 
1949, readi ng as 1ol l ows : 

"All tm gibl e per sonal propc.rty of bus i ­
nes s ana ::1anufacturii){, c orporat ~ons slutll 
be taxable in t he count y i n whi ch such 
proper t y may be situated on t he firs t 
day of January of the :~ear f or which s uch 
t axe s ~HY be assessed and ever y ousiness 
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or manufacturing corpor ation having or 
owing tangible personal property on the 
first day of January in each year, which 
shall, on said date , be situated in any 
other county than the one in which said 
corporation is located, shall make return 
thereof to the as sessor of such county or 
township where situated, in the same manner 
as other tangibl e personal property is re­
quired by law to be r eturned . " 

and to the further provisions of Section 137.140, 1tSMo 1949, 
reading as followst 

"The real and tangible personal prop­
ert y of all corporations operating in 
any county in the state of ~Iissouri and 
in the city of St . Louis, and subject to 
assessment by county or township 
assessors , shall be assessed and taxed 
wher e situated. " 

The above quoted statutes imposes liability for ad 
valorem taxes upon busines s corpor ati ons gener ally and pro­
vides the scheme by which the situs for tax purposes of the 
tangible personal property and real property of such corpor­
ations may be ascertained. 

Your attention is further directed to the provisions of 
Sectio~ 6, Article X, Constitution of Missouri, 1945, which 
reads as f ollows: 

"All propert y , real and personal, of 
the state, counties and other political 
subdivisions, and non- profit cemeteries , 
shall be exempt from taxation; and all 
propert y , real and personal, not held for 
private or corporate profit and used ex­
clusively for religious worship , f or schools 
and colleges , for purposes purel y charitable , 
or for agricultura~ and horticultural societies 
may be exempted f rom taxation by general 
l aw . All l aws exempting from taxation 
property other than the propertl enumerated 
in this article, shall be void. 

Accordingly , under t he consti tutional au t horization 
contained in the above quoted provisions , the General Assembly 
has pr ovided for the exemptions from taxation of t he real and 
personal property of certa in corporations. Your letter of 
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inquiry did not inform us as to 
corporation mentioned therein . 
an i nquiry to the Office of the 
Stat e of Mi s souri and rece ived, 
information: 

the exact nature of the 
We , t herefore , directed 
Secretary of State of the 
t herefrom, the following 

"Our files on the above named organization 
show the followinG information: 

"1 . On Sept ember 31 1948 , the Phel ps 
County ~air Assoc iation, Incorporat9d 
was qualified under the Cen0ral and 
Business Corporation Act of Missouri 
showing a registered office at Rolla, 
l>to . 

"2. On I1ay 20 , 1950 this corporation 
filed an amendment changing name only­
from Phelps Cour1ty .t<'air Association to 
Central l-tissouri rlegional ~'air, Inc . 

"3 • On January 1, 1953 this corporation's 
charter was forfeited for failure to file 
Anti - Trust Affidavit and Annual Hegistration 
Report for the year 19~2 . The status of 
t his corporation today is inactive and not 
i n goodstanding with t his department . 

"Pursuant to your verbal inquiry, we further 
advise that t her e is nothing whatsoever in 
our file to indicate that this corporat ion 
had at any time converted to a l'Jon Profit 
status . " 

From the for egoing, it becomes cl ear t hat the corporation 
referred t o in your let ter of inquiry, in so far as the r ecoras 
in the Of f ice of the Secretary of State indicate , is not within 
the group which have been exempted from taxation by the General 
Assembly. 

CONCLUSION. 

In the pre!nises , we are of the opinion that a corporation 
organized under the Gen~ral Business Corporation Act of the 
State of Missouri is liable for ad valorem taxes upon all of 
its property. 
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The forr ~oing ·opini on, which I hereby approve , was pre­
pared by my Assistant , ~~ . Wi l l F. Ber ry, Jr . 

WFB/ mv 

Very truly yours . 

JOHN .~.-1 . l.J ALTON 
At t orney General 


