
APPROPRIATIONS : Honey a'J?propriated under Section .5 . 161 
of House Bill :-o . 383 , 67th r-eneral 
Assem'bl>r , MPY be exuended f'or a.ll nurnoses 
necessarilv related to the tr~inin~ of 
professional personnel for mental ~ 
hosnitals of the state . 

Fl LED Oc tober 19 , 19.53 

73 
Honorable B. E. Ragland, Director 
Division of Hental Diseases 
Department of Public Health and ielfare 
State Office Building 
Jefferson City, I·lissouri 

Dear Sirt 

Reference is made to your request for an official 
opinion of this department, reading as followaa 

"The 67th Goneral \ saembly passed 
House Bill no . 383 which appropriates 
funds for t he use of st. Louis State 
Hospital as followss 

" ' Section 5.161. ST . LOUIS STATE 
HOSPI TAL-FOR TRAINING PROFESCIONAL 
PERSONNEL TO BE B?-f":>LQYED IN VARIOUS 
l·ffiNTAL HOSPITALS OF THE STATE-­
GENERAL REVEUUE FUND.--There is hereby 
appropriated out or tho state treasury , 
chargeable to the General Revonue 
Fund, the sum of Two Hundred Fift7 
Thousand Dollars ($250,000.00) for 
the use ot the St . Loui s State 
Hospital for the purpose of training 
professional per sonnel to be e~loyed 
1n the various mental hospital s of 
the state; for the poriod beginning 
July 1 , 1953 and ending June 30, 1955. 1 

"said ~~unt was roducod by t he 
Governor as followsa 

" ' Secti on 5.161. On pago 9, line 31 
~aining Profoaaional Personnel , I 
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have reduced the amount .from 250,000. 00 
to ~loo,ooo.oo and approve aa1d amount , 
t or the reaoo th t lOO,ooo.oo i• ample 
tor t hia par- ose at tMs time . 

Phil M. Donnelly 1 Governor' 

"I reapect1'ully llv ~flest your official 
opinion ns to whott~r or not any portion 
of tho nmount approvGd by the Governor 
can bo expend~d tor oporntiona, additions , 
r pa1rB Ln replneement8 for uae o~ the 
hospital 1n c~~oction with the training 
px•ogram. " 

It l3 appArent that 1n the preparation of this part1aular 
appropriation the neral .\soemblJ has ~ollove4 the require• 
menta ot Section 23, ~t1cle IV, onstitution or 1~~5, read­
i:lg in part aa tollOlfe; 

t~ ory appropriation l~w ohall dia· 
t inotl,- s poeU'y tllo amount and J2.1.?.£P9.1• 
o1' tho o.ppropr1at1on nithout re.fe:renoe 
to any other law to fi.x the amount or 
pu.rpqse . " 

(1 -:~h 1s ours . ) 

Tllia la in ~ecordance with the rurther requ1rem.nt3 o~ Section 
21 . 260, tt~.lo 1149, requ1ril)3 th t ap_i)ropr1at1ontJ must be 
itemized. 

The npurpoaeu o!' tbe appropriation contained in the Act 
under con:sideration i u cxp:L·o3 cd clearly aa be that or 
"training pro'fees1onal. poraonnel to be employed 1n tbe various 
mental. hospitals or the ato.te . " 'nle "train1ng11 of profeas1onal 
personnel beSng the prime purpose of tbs appropriation, it 
becomes neoeeo0%•J to dote~1no Whet expenditures may p~operly 
be made in aoh1ev1Jl8 the 1•eaul t which 1s de aired. It 1a 001il210n 
knowledge that >tt.ra1-ning" or 8XJ.3 prof'easional group contemplates 
J.nOre then merely acaueJ:Oic lecturu and toaohins from text 
booka. In many instancea. equip:10nt o£ a highly technical 
nnture nay bo r c (' u!ree. In ether wcrda, 1t may be necoa 8.l7 
that part1oulcr bullcl.ir~o ro.tJ.y· be nece ts:Jary to carry on such a 
program or "tr•i.ninc· ff 

We are campletel~ unfamiliar with the nooeas&r7 requ1a1tea 
~or "tra1n.1.ngn p roi'oas1ona1 peraonne1 to fit auoh poraona 1br 
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employment in mental hospitals and, of course, express no 
opinion with respect to any particular expenditure which 
may be made allegedly for such purpose . However, the 
necessary essentials o:r such "training" are no doubt avail­
able in accordance with established educational institu­
tional procedures, and the validit y of any expend! ture or 
proposed expenditure can be determined by reference to such 
s tanda.rds. 

COUCLiJSI OU 

In the premis es 1 we are of the opinion that the ap­
propriation oado under Section 5. 161 o£ House Bill No . 383, 
67th General As sembly, may be used f or any purpose neces­
sarily connected with the "traL'I'ling" of professional personnel 
to qualify such persons f or emplo;yment in the mental hospitals 
of this state, and that the validity of any specific expendi­
ture mad& therefrom must be determined by reference to 
recognized established educaticnal standards designed f or 
such "training. " 

The f oreaoing opinion, which I hereby approve , was 
prepared by r.1y Assist ant, tir . Will il• Berry, Jr . 

WFB/lrt/fh 

Yours very truly , 

JOHN l·t . DALTON 
Attorney General 


