
Rh:UORDER ow DEEDS: Recorder or deeds of 3ra- class counties having a 
separate circuit clerk and recorder shall make 
annual report of fees received by him to the county 
court at end of each calendar year. 

FEES: 
OFFICERS : 

March 18 , 19 53 

Honorable Leon ' cAnally 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Dunklin County 
Kennett , Uissouri 

Dear Sir: 

Your let t er of l'farch 13 , 1953, rooueatinp en oninion 
of this office was nhrasod as follows: 

"I would l ike your o.,., inion as to when 
Recorder of Deeds is required to make 
report to County Court in third class 
County as reouired hv Section 59 .?50 
R. s . Uissouri 1949 . If a reasonable 
time , then what is a rea sonable time . " 

Section 59 . 250, ~S~o 1949 , requires that recorders in 
certain counties of the third class make an annual report 
to the countJ court of all fee s received by him, as follows: 

"The recorder in counties of the third 
class , herein there ohnll be a separate 
circuit clerk and recorder , shall keep a 
~11 , true and faithful account of all 
fees of every kind ·eceived , and moko a 
report thereof every year to the county 
court; and all fee s received by him , over 
and above t he sum of four thousand dolJars 
except those set out in section 59 .490, 
for eoch y~or of his official term, after 
payin~ out of such feos and emoluments such 
amounts for deputies Pnd assistants in h is 
office as the connty c ourt may deem neces­
sary, shall he oaid into the county treasury . " 

Your problem seems to be the construction of the words 
11 every yo a r . " 

Section 1 . 020 ( 6), RSJ'o 1949, [rives the folJ owing 
definition of the word "yea r": 
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" -:~ * -:~ and the !fOrd ' year ' sha 11 mean 
a calendar year unless other wise expressed , 
and the word ' year ' shall be equivalent to 
the words ' year of our Lord ' ; " 

thus indicating that the report shall be made every calendar 
year . 

In determining at what time of each calendar year this 
report must be made , it is observed that Section 50 . 010 , 
RSl!o 1949, makes the followinr. provision: 

"Unless otherwise provided in a chsrter 
adopted by a county under the provisions 
of sections 18 or 31, 32 and 33 of article 
VI , of the constitution of this state , the 
fiscal year of the several counties of the 
state shall commence on January first and 
terminate on the thirty- first day of December 
in each year , ~ ~ books , accounts and 
reports of all countv officers shall be made 
§ conform 't'iieroto . " - -

(Emphasi s ours . ) 

The two above sections indicate clearly that the said 
renort should be made at the close or each calendar year. 

The amount of time after the close of a calendar year , 
allowable to a recorder of deeds in filing such report , is 
such time as is reasonably necessary considering the c i rcum­
stances surrounding each case , bearinp in mind that the 
informat ion i n this report is requi red by the county court in 
preparinc their budget of estimated recei~ts and expenditures 
which must be prepared by them at the re~ular February term 
of said court , as required by Section 50. 670, RSl o 1949. Such 
~nformation is also needed by the county court in oublishin~ 
on or before the first Monday in Larch the detailed financial 
statement of the county, in compliance with Section 50. 800, 
RSMo 1949 . 

COlTCLUSI ON 

It is , therefore , the opinion of this office that 
recorders of deeds in class three counties h~vin~ a separate 
circuit clerk and recorder, and without a charter provision 
otherwise, shall make to tho county court the report of fees 
required by Section 59. ?50, nc-r•o 1949, at the ond of each 
ca l endar year. 
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The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve , was 
prepared by my Assist ant, Mr . Paul McGhee . 

P.McG:lrt 
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Yours very truly, 

JOHN M. DP LTON 
Attorney Gener a l 


