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Hon. Henry G. Edwards , Secrotory 
Missouri St a te Board ot Embalming 
Bevier, ~!issourl 

Dear Mr. Edwar ds : 

This is i n reply t o your requ~s t for an opinion which we 
resta te as follows : 

Is it necessary thc t a licensed emb~l~er sirn the 
back ot the death certifica t e in th~ 09&e of bodi es 
··hich are no t embalmed? 

The genPral provision setti ng forth the ~~au1r~cents as 
to the forcs of certificates i a found i n Sec tion 193 .160 
nsMo 191-1-9 ond i s as fol l ows : 

"The forms of oertif icetes shall include 
as a minimum the items reouired by the 
r espective otBndar d certificates an recom­
mended by the national ot f lce or vital 
sta t i stics subject to a Droval of and 
modi fication by the division. The form 
ond use of such · certificate shall be 
subj ect to ~~e ' rovisions of section 
193 . 240 . tl 



Hon. Henr y G. Edwards 

The sec t i on maki ng ~rovis ion for the signing of death 
certi f ica t es i s Section 193 . 240 , RSMo 1949 whi ch reads 
as follows : 

'The records and files of the bur eau 
ot vi t al sta t i stics a re open to 
inspec t ion , subject to t he pr ovi sions 
of this l aw and regula t ions of the 
divis i on; but it i s unlawful for any 
offi cer or empl o7ee of t he s t a te t o 
di sclose data cont ained in vital 
sta t i stical r~cords , except as author­
i zed by this law and by the divis i on . 

"2. Di sclosure of. illegitimaoy of 
birth or of i nformat ion f rom whi ch 1t 
can be ascertained, may be made only 
upon order of a court i n a case wher e 
such i nforma tion i s nece ssar y f or the . 
determi na tion of p~rsonal or property 
r i ght s and then ohly for suoh purpose ; · 
or upon the r equest of the indivi dual 
\rhoae birth regi s tration is involved, 
when such informat i on ~s necessar y to 
the extabl1shment of any cl a i m against 
the federal government. 

"3· The sta te regi strar shall not 
permit 1nspeo tion of the records or 
issue a certif i ed copy of a certi f i cate 
or pe.r t thereof unless he is satisfi ed 
tha t the applicant therefor has a dir ec t 
i nter est in the matt er recor ded and that 
the informa tion therei n cont ained i s 
necessary for the determination of 
personal or propert y r ights , His dec i s i on 
shall be subjec t , how~ver, to review by 
the divi s i on or a cour~ under the l i mita­
t i ons of t his sec t ion. 

"4. The di visi on may pormi t the use of 
dat a conta ined in vital statis tical 
r ecords for research purposes only, but 
no i dent ifying use thereof shall be made. 

•5 . Subjec t t o the provi sions of thi s 
sec tion the division may d1reot local 
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r egistrar s t o make a return upon 
the fil i ng of birth , deoth and still­
birth certif icates wi th t hem of cer t a in 
date shown thereon t o federal , s tat~ or 
munici pal a~eneies . Payment by such 
agencies f or such servic es may be Dade 
t hrough the state r egistrar t o local 
regi str ars as the division sh o.ll direc t . " 

·:e are unable t o fi nd ei t h,:-r i n the s t c tutea or i n the 
rules and. regulc tions of t he Division of Health any 
requirement tha t the dee th c ertificate 0f a upr son not 
embal med be filled out by a l icensed embal mer . 

CO ~cLUS!f'N 

The~efore , i t is the c~nclusion of t~i s Depar tment the t 
there is no legal reaui r~ment tha t a l i c ensed embr lmer 
f ill out a death certificate of a nerson no t embal MPd . 

R~spcc tfully submitted 

J OHN R. nATY 
AeR1st~nt Attorney GenerPl 

APPROVED : 

JOHN 1! . DALTOJl 
A ~ORN~Y GENERAL 

JMD : A 


