
MATTRESSES : 
USED BEDDING : 
SALE OF USED BEDDING : 
Section 421.070 : 

Section 421.070, RSMo. 1949 ~ regulates t he sale of 
used bedding only. Said section does not regulate 
the renting of used bedding. 

RSMo. 1949 : 

F l LED 

April 13 , 1953 

Hr. L . L . Duncan 
Director, Division of Industrial Inspection 
Dopart~ent of Labor and Industrial Relations 
Jefferson City, Uissouri 

Dear ·4r. Duncan : 

J . c. Jotmsen 

This opinion is rendored in accordance with your r ecent r equest 
rel ative to Section 421.070, RS'lo. 1949, and the question poaed in 
the attached letter of ~. H. d. Goet ze, under the date of January 
22, 1953, tho pertinent part take,l from f.r . Goe tze ' s letter, is 
as follows : 

"If that is the case, kindly give me your 
interpretation of t ho fol lowing wording 
1n the very chapter you refer ~o to. 
Elsewhere , mattresses are defined ns 
bedding. On Pa3e 38, Paragraph 421. 070 
rends ' No person ahall deliver or have in 
his possession with intent to doliver any 
bedding Whi ch has been used unless the said 
bedding shall be first thoroughly sterilized 
by a process approved by the Division of 
Health.' If you can rent out for uso without 
doli voring, I \Vi s!1 you wo1.1ld please toll me 
how you can do it . " 

Section 421. 070, Rsw. 1949, reads as follows : 

"No person shall sell , offer for sale, deliver, 
consign for sale , or have in his possession 
wi th intent to sell, deliver or consign for 
sale , any article of bedding llh i~h h as been 
used unless the said article of bedding shall 
first be thoroughly sterilized and disinfected 
by a process approved by the division of 
health. " 



Mr. L. L. Duncan 

After studying the abovo set- out section it is our opinion 
that the statuto applies to only the sale , orf ering ror sale , 
delivering or consi gning for sale or having 1n possession wit h 
the intent to sell , any article of bedding which has been used 
the said artiore-or articles shall rirst have been sterilized 
and dlslnfected by a process approved by the Division or Health. 
Thererore, you soe it only has to do with t he selling ot bedding 
and not with its rental. 

The word "delivery" has acquired a fixed meaning in l aw. When 
used regarding a delivery upon u sale it means t he permanent transfer 
of the ti tlo or the article sold from the seller to the buyer. \/here 
delivery is made upon an article rented there is no transfer ot 
title or ownership or the article delivered onl y a temporary transfer 
of its possession and use rrom the owner to the renter , the article 
to be returned to the owner. 

We, aftor a thorough search, have bven unable to rind any 
statute regulating the sterilization and disinfection of u sed 
bedding which is rented. 

CONCLUSION 

It is, t herefore , the opinion of t hi s department t hat Section 
421.070, supra, is a regul atory statute regul ating the sale of used 
bedding only and does not regul ate the rental of used bedding. 

This opinion, which I hereby approve , was written by my 
assistant, t~ . A. Ber t ram El am. 

Yours very truly, 

JOHN t. DALTON 
Attorney General 


