
TIMBER: 
RECORDS KEPT 
BY PUR CHASER : 

Record as to the sect ion, township and range on 
which timber grew is sufficient. 

FJ LED January 11, 1952 

9 
Honorable Honer F. ~illiams 
ProsecutinJ Attorney 
Bollinoer County 
~4arble Hill , j,tissouri 

Dear Sir : 

~. e are in receipt of your recent l etter requesti ng an opinion 
of thi s department . Your l cttor i s as follows: 

"With reference to Section 560.490 of the RS 
of Mo. 194.9 , some of t he purchasers of tLmber 
who are required t o keep a record of the person 
f rom whom they buy tho t i mber , etc. as set out 
in said sect ion only require t ho part y selling ~ 
them the timber to give the section, T0\7nah1p 
and Range ~ but do not require the seller to Gi ve 
tho subdivisions of the sectio~, from which they 
olnim the timber come s . 

"Yie do have sO"'lo people \7ho are suspicioned of 
steali ng timber espe cially f r om non -re sidents, 
and it woul d seem that a seller rroul d bo abl e 
to ~ivo the subdivisions of tho section from 
which he clai ms tho timber co~es, as his deed 
~ould show, or if he had purchased same hi s 
timber dood or contrac t shoul d sh ou, but tho 
purchasers ha.vo t ho i dea that under t hi s section 
they only have to ~et inforoation as to the to\m­
ship, Section and Range , so far as tho descr iption 
is concerned. 

"Do you think that i s e. sufficient compliance, or 
do you think they shoul d also be fur n i shed with 
the l egal subdivisions of the section f rom Which 
sai d timber come s?'' 

Paragraph 2 of Section 560.490, RSr.!o 1949, which paragraph 
constitutes the portion of sai d sec t ion pertinent to your inquiry 
is as follows : 



:ron. :io1:1or F. :71llia.::J.s 

"Every person, .fir=1, partnership, or corporation 
on~aged in buying any railroad ties , staves , 
stavebolts or ot ~1er "':lB..lufactured tmber products 
or any trees or parts thereof for ~L~ufacture 
into timber products , shall keep a record of 
every such purchase and said record sr~ll be 
kept 1n a pl ace vhere sue~ propertJ is delivered to 
tho purchaser. s~id record sr~ll contain the 
n~e of t h e ~orson or oersons fr~ who~ such 
property as~?urehased~ tho ~~oant thereof, the 
date of purchase and the l esal description of tho 
section, township and range of the county frao 
which such ti'!:lber was cut and taken, t.hich infor­
mation shall be obtained ~rom the person or persons 
sellin3 such property and be kept open ~or ryublic 
inspection duri n.; business ... ours , and e.ny ;.>orson, 
firm, partnership or corporation, failin3 so to do 
shall be -sail ty of a mi sdeneanor. " 

The substance of: ; rn.r inruiry is whet!ler or not the keeping 
of the record o: t he section, townnhip and rt.U1.3e frO"-. which the 
t~ber purchased is taken rnt~er t han the keeping o£ the record 
of the subdivision s of said sect!on, constitute con? lianco with 
t~o :'ollo 1nt; -portion of tho section above quoted : "So.id record 
s~ll contain the n~-c o: t ho person or persons fron w~oi:l such 
property wna !Jurc..'1.c.sod -;t- * ~ c.nd t ho le0al descri ption o: the 
section, tov.nship and ranee of the county fron which such timber 
Tiaa cut c.nd taken \ hich inforr.!a.tion s '1all bo obtai!le d frorn the 
person or persons selling such pro .Jcrty -;:. · .. · -!.:· . .'" 

~e aro of the opinion that since the statute mentions tne 
l ega l description of the section, townshi p and range speci.fically 
and does not mention tho l eeal description of any subdivision of 
t he section it is not possibl e to construe the statute as requiring 
t he purchaser of teo kinds of tfmber specified in the statute to 
obtain from the seller of t he timber a descriotion of a subdivision 
or n section. -

~e call attention to tho fact that the soct:on provides that 
a viol ation theroot' is a ':lisdemeanor and wo sug.;est t 'lo !'act that 
penal ~tatutes ~ust be strictly construed. L~ tho cdae of State 
v . Bartley, 304 fo. 58, l . c . 62, the opinion or the court contained 
the follo in3 lansua~e: 

"* ~ * Cr~inal statutes are to be construed 
strictly ; liberally in favor ot' the defendant 
and strictl y against tho State, both as to the 
charge and the proof. ~~- * -::. {:·" 
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Hon. Homer F. Williams 

We are of the opinion that a strict construction of the above 
quoted provision of the statute precludes t he idea that the statute 
requires any land description beyond the mention of the section, 
township , range and county from which the timber is re~oved. 

CO!tcLUS!ON 

We are accordingly of the opinion that the keepin6 of the 
record by the purchaser of tho timber on info~~tion f urnished 
by the seller as to the section, tounshi p and range and county 
from which ';he timber Vias taken, eonsti tu tes compliance with 
Section 566.490, RSMo 19~9, and t 3at reference to tho subdivision 
of t he soc .iion from ·:.hich the tirabcr was taken is unnecessary. 

APPROVED: 

~f I, ' j _!__ ') / / 
/I ~ 

S. 1' AYLOR 
Jittorney General 
SID1 : mw 

Respectfully submitted, 

SA!tiUEL K. \.lltTSOU 
Assis tant Attorney General 


