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MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION , ) 
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PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX : ) 
) 
) 

Under House Bill No . 211 an applicant 
for a l icense to operate a motor y ehicle 
mus t show that he has paid hi s personal 
property taxes for the preceding year 
but need not sh ow a tax receipt for any 
year previous to that . 
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August 19, 1952 

!jr . Char les E. l!urrell, Jr . 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Knox County 
Edina, Mlssouri 

Dear Mr • I.lurrell : 

fm h ave given oaretul consideration to your request for an 
opini on , whioh request 1a as follows: 

11 I woul d like an opinion from your office 
concerning House Bill Uo . 211, which pro­
vides that delinquent taxes for the year 
1951 must be paid before an automobile 
may be registered or license issued to 
the automobile owner. 

nwe have delinquent tax po.yors 1n this 
county, who have been delinquent on 
personnal taxes for a period of five 
years who now want to pay the taxes due 
for the year 1951 as r equired by House 
Bill Uo. 211 . 

11 I would liKe "JOt.l r opinion on nhethar or 
not tho Count y Collector is r equired to 
or may accept payment of 1951 taxes with­
out payment of tnxes due f or provioua 
ye~s ." 

House Bill No. 211 , enacted by the 66th General Assembl y of 
1ttasouri, is as follows: 

" s~otian 1 . No stnte registration licen se 
t o operate any motor vehiolB in this state 
shall be issued unless the application for 
license is accompanied b y a tax receipt or 
a statement certified by the county or town-
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ship collector of the county or township 
1n which the applicants property was assessed 
showing that the state and county tangible 
personal propei"ty taxos t:or the preceding 
year have been pa1d by t he applicant or that 
no such taxes were due . 

"Section 2 . Every county and township collec­
t~r shall give eaCh person a tax receipt or 
a certified statement of tangible personal 
property taxes paid . Where no such taxes are 
due each such colloetor shall• upon request, 
certif'y such fae t and transmit such statement 
t o t he parson mak1ns the request . The direc­
tor of revenue shal1 make necessaey rules and 
regulations fop the enforcement ot this act,. 
and shall design all necessary forms . 

"section J . This act shall become effective 
January 1. 1952. 6 

f.his new law has not been construed, but t he appellate courts 
of t h is !tate have laid down t he rule that no eonstructian is 
needed when the langaage of a statute is clear . 

fhe ·supreme Court of' llissouri in Grier v . Railway Company, 
286 Mo . 523, l . c . 53~, said: 

ttit is sometimes advantageous to recur to 
elementary principles . we deem it so now. 
T!:e primary ru~e for the interpretation of 
statutes is that the legislative intention 
ia to be ascertained by means of t he words 
1t has uaed . All other rulea are 1nc1denta1 
and mere aid• to be invoked when the mean-
ing is clouded. When the langt1age 1a not .. 
only plain, but admits of but cme meaning, 
t hese auxiliary rules have no office to till . 
In aucb case there 11 no room ror construc-
tion. * * *" 

The wording or House B11~ No . 2~1 seems t;o be entirely clea.r . 
It simply means that no registration or license to operate a motor 
vehicle aball be issued unless the applicant can show that hie 
state and county taxes on tangible personal property "for the 
preceding year11 have been paid. No mention is made of delinquent 
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taxes for previous years, and it is, therefore. evident that the 
l egislature did not intend to appl y the l aw to any year except 
the "praceding year . " 

Moreover, a taxpayer may pay his taxes for any one year 
without tendering payment for taxes due for other years . we 
are sending you. in support of this view, a copy of an opinion 
issued by t his office 1n April this year to James L. Paul. 
Prosecuting Attorney of McDonald Oounty, Missouri . 

COUCLUSION 

It is the opinion of this office that an applicant tor 
registration or license to operate a motor vehicle, under House 
Bill No. 211, must in 1952 show that he has paid his state and 
county taxes on tnng!ble personal property for the year 1951 but 
need not show a tax recei pt or certified statement for any year 
previous to 1951. · · 

Respectfully submitted, 

B. A. TAYLOR 
Assistant Atto~ey General 

APPROVED: 

J.~ 
Attorney General 

BAT/f'h 

EncloaUl'e 


