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MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION : Under House Bill No . 211 a pe.~:son moving 
into Missouri from another state may demand 
and obtain from his local collector a 
statement showing that no taxes on per­
sonal proper ty were due for the preceding 
year . A person moving from one county 

PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX : 

tlr . Joo Collins 
Prosocutin0 Attorney 
Cedar County 
Stockton, Hissouri 

Dear Ur . Collins: 

to another within Missouri must obtain a 

October 20 , 1952 
tax receipt or statement f r om 
the collecto r where he 
resided at the time assess­
ments were made for the pre -

/ (J _ ;</ - -..r-~eding year . 

.. e have .... iven ca reful consideration to your re uest for an 
opinion , which request is as follows : 

"Under Pouse :Jill No . 211 L6th General • sse':!ibly 
and under the law may o. person \tho has just 
recentl y moved into the state of Hiss uri f r om 
some othor state where he \YO.s or mould have 
been taxed deuand and be ontitled to receive 
f rom the County Colle ctor of tho County 1n 
l1ssour1 where ho has aoved to , o. card show~ 

no aaees soent of personal ty so he may ootain a 
Motor Vehicle Re~1strat1on ta&. 

"I v1oul d a lso like to kno~r if a person ':lOVin& from 
another County in this state uhere he was assessed 
or should have been asses sod for taxes 'QD.Y de~nd 
of und be entitl ed t o receive fro~ tha cotmty 
collector of the county to which he moved a state­
~ont from said collector showin~ no a ssessment of 
porsonAl property no ho ~a! obtain a ~otor vehicle 
reg istration U:tg . " 

House uill tlo . 2 11, now incorporated o.s Section 301 . 025 in the 
1951 SuJpleaont to PSMo 1949, is as follows : 

"Jo state res iatra tion license to 
oporate any motor vehicle 1n this state 
shall be issued unless the a Jplication for 
license is accompanied by a tax receipt 
or a state~nt certified oy the county or 
township collector or tho count1 or town­
sh ip 1n h1ch the ~,plicant • s property 
was assessed showi~ th.. t tho state and 
county tan£1ble personal property taxes 



Mr. Joe Collins 

for the preceding year have been pa id by 
the applicant or that no such taxes were 
due . Every county a nd township collec­
tor shall give each person a tax receipt 
or a certified statement of tangibl e per­
sonal property taxes paid. \#bore no such 
taxes are due each such collector shall, 
upon request, certify sueh fac·~ and trans ­
mit such s tatement to the person maki.ng 
the request , The director of revenue shall 
make necessary rules and regul a t1ons for 
the enforcement of this section, and shall 
design all necessar y for~s . " 

This new l aw has not been construed by the courts of the s tate . 
Its meani ng , therefore , must be determined by the rule of reason and 
an honest effort to ascertain and app ly the intent of the Legisla ture . 

The Leg islature of t h is state has no jurisdiction over the 
assessment or collection o.f taxes in another state . Our Leg islature 
sh ould have no reason t o be concerned with such problems of other 
sta tes . It is evident , then, tha t the Missouri Legislature had no 
t hought of making Hous e Dill No . 211 appl y in any we.y to tax receipts 
or state~nts i n other states. 

The clear intent of the Leg islature is to require an applicant 
for a l icense to opera te a motor veh icle to make proof that h is . 
ta.ngl:ole personal property taxes in any county in this state for the 
preceding yea r have been paid or t hat no such taxes were due . All 
applicants must present a tax receipt or statement in support o.f 
such propf . 
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It i s the opinion of this office that under House Bill No . 211, 
enacted by the 6oth General Assembl y , a person who has recently moved 
i nto the state of Mi ssouri need not s how a tax receipt or statement .from 
a coll ector in h i s former state . He may demand and obtain from the 
collector o£ the Missouri county or township in which he resides a 
sta te1nent showing that no taxes on personal property were due for the 
precedi ng year, a nd this ~ould enabl e him to obtain a motor vehicle 
license . 

It is a lso the opinion of this office that a parson who move s 
from one county to another within the State of Missouri may not demand 
and obtain .from the collector o:f the county or township into which 
he has moved a statement showing that no such taxes were due . He 
must obtain a tax rece i pt or sta tement from the collector of the 
county or tormship in which he resided at the time assessments were 
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made for the preceding year . 

AP~RO~ 

~ ~11~ 
Attorney General 

Respectfully submitted. 

B. A. TAYLOR 
Assistant Attorney General 


