L > -

MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION: TUnder House Bill No. 211 a person mnvihé

PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX:

and obtain from his local collector a
statement showing that no taxes on per-
sonal property were due for the preceding
year, A person moving from one county

k

to another within Missouri must obtain a
F'l .[J tax recelipt or statement from
the collector where he
October 20, 1952 ... ided at the time assess-
ments were mede for the pre-
ceding year.
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Mr. Joe Collins
Prosecuting Attorney
Cedar County
Stockton, Missourl

Dear Mr. Collins:

We have glven careful consideration to your reguest for an

opinicn, whieh request is as follows:

1951

"Under House 21ill No. 211 66th General Assembly
and under the law may & person who has just
recently moved into the state of Missouri from
some other state where he was or th ould have
been taxed demand and be entitled to receive
from the County Collector of the County in
Missouri where he has moved to, & card showing
no assessment of personalty so he may obtain a
Motor Vehicle Registration tag.

"I would also lilke to know if a person moving from
another County in this state where he was assessed
or should have been assessed for taxes may demand
of and be entitled to recelve from the county
collector of the county to which he moved a state=-
ment from sald collector showing no assessment of
personal property so he may obtain a motor vehicle
reglistration tag."

House Bill No. 211, now incorporated as Section 301.025 in the
Supplement to RSMo 1949, 1s as follows:

"No state regilstration license to

operate any motor vehlcle in this state
shall be issued unless the application for
license is accompanied by a tax receipt

or a statement certified by the county or
township collector of the county or town=
ship in which the applicant's property

was assessed showing that the state and
county tanglble personal property taxes

into Missourl from another state may demandi
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¥r. Joe Collins

for the preceding year have Leen paid by
the applicant or that no such taxes were
due. Every county and townshlp collec-
tor shall give each person a tax receipt
or a certifled statement of tangible per-
sonal property taxes paid, t‘there no such
taxes are due each such collector shall,
upon request, certify such fact and trans-
mit such statement to the person making
the reguest, The director of revenue shall
make necessary rules and regulations for
the enforcement of this section, and shall
' design all necessary foras,"

Thls new law has not been construed by the courts of the state.
Its meaning, therefore, must be determined by the rule of reason and
an honest effort to ascertain and apply the intent of the Leglslature,

The Legilslature of thls state has no Jjurlsdiction over the
assessment or collection of taxes in another state. Our Legilslature
should have no reason toc be concerned with such problems of other
states, [t is evident, then, that the Mlssourl Leglslature had no
thought of making HHouse Dill No. 211 apply Iin any way to tax receipts
or statements in other states,

The clear intent of the Leglslature 1s to require an applicant
for a license to operate a motor vehicle to meske proof that his
tanglble personal property taxes in any county in this state for the
preceding year have been paid or that no such taxes were due, All
applicants must present a tax recelpt or statement 1n support of
such propf.

CORCLUS ION

It 1s the oplnlon of thls office that under House Bill No. 211,
enacted by the 6gth Gleneral Assembly, & person who has recently moved
into the 3State of Missourl need not show a tax receipt or statement from
a collector in his former state, He may demand and obtaln from the
collector of the Missourl county or township in which he resides a
statement showlng that no taxes on personal property were due for the
preceding year, and this should enable him to obtain a motor vehicle
license.,

It is also the opinion of this office that a person who moves
from one county to another within the State of Missourl may not demand
and obtain from the collector of the county or township into which
he has moved a statement showlng that no such taxes were due, He
must obtaln a tax receipt or statement from the collector of the
county or township In which he resided at the time assessments were

.



Mr. Joe Collins

made for the preceding year,

APPROVED:
oL

Attorney General

Respectfully submitted,

B, A, TAYLOR
Asslstant Attorney General



