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MOTOR VEHICLES : 
TRAFFIC AND EQUIPMENT 

REGULATIONS: 
OVERWEIGHT: 

Section 304.180, A. L. 1951 , H. B. 283 , 
prohibits the operation on the high­
ways or this state of a vehicle having 
a greater weight than 18, 000 pounds on 
one axle when the wheels attached to 
said axle are equipped with low pressure 
tires . 
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September 30, 19$2 

' 
Honorable John M. Cave 
Prosoouting Attorner 
Callaway County­
Fulton , Missouri 

Doo.r Sir t 

This is in reply to your recont lettor roquost ina an 
official opinion of this office. Your request io no follows t 

'~our opinion is roquootod upon the 
follo,rl.ng state of !'acts: A trailer 
being drawn upon the hichways of tbia 
state upon being weighed is found to 
have a r ross weight of 191140 l bo . on 
one axle , said axl o has dual wheels on 
each side of the trailer, which dual 
wheels measure , i n each wheel , nine 
inches between the flanges of the r1m. 
Under t he provis ions of Section 304. 180 
RnMo. 19491 is the drivor thereof guilty 
of operating an overloaded vehicle be-
cause of a weight greater than 18,000 
lbs. on ane axle , or is ho allowed the 
greater ue1ght of 211 600 lbs. comouted 
by multiplying the 36 inch of tire width 
by 600 lbs .?" 

Since your request is concerning the 1nterproto.t1on of 
Soction 304.160, A. L. 1951 , H. B. 2831 1-ro believe it advisable, 
for the purposo or this opinion, t o quote that section. It is 
as follows a 

ttl . No vobio1e or co:-:lbination or ve­
hicles shall be moved or o~oratod on 
any highway in this atato h.nv1ng a 
croater weirht than s1-toen thousand 
pounds on one axle uhon tho wheel• 
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attached to said axle are equipped with 
h!gb pressure pneumatic, solid rubber 
or cushioned tires. and no vehicle ~ 
combination of vehicles shall be moved 
or operated on the highways of thia state 
having a greater \-Ieight than eighteen 
thousand pounds on one axle when the 
wheels attached to aaid axle are equipped 
with l ow pressure tires , and no vehicle 
shall be moved or operated on the high• 
ways ot this state having a load of over 
su bnnthoed pounds per inch width o~ tire 
upon any wheel concentrated on the surface 
of the highway, the width in the case ot 
rubber tires , both solid and pneumatic, 
to be measured bett-re en tb.e nanges or the 
r1m. 

"2 . An 'axle load' shall be defined as 
the total load transmitted to the road 
by all ~heels whose centers are included 
between two parallel transverse vertical 
planes rortr inches apart, extending 
across the fUll width or the vehicle . 

"3· Subject to the limit upon the weight 
imposed Upon the highway through any one 
axle , the total gr~ss wei8 ht with load 
imposed upon the highway by any- one group 
of two or more consecutive axles of a 
vehicle or combination of vehicles shall 
not exceed the gross weight given for the 
respective di s tance between the first and 

·last axle of the total group or axl.ea 
measured longitudinally to the nearest 
foot as set forth in the following table: 
* * *· " 

. . . 

Your request narrows down to tb.e second and third provisoa 
of Section 304. 180, supra. We bel ieve that this section defi­
nitely limits the gross wei ght which any one axle bears upon 
the highway to be 18#000 pounds and that is when the lJheels 
a~taohed to t he axle are equipped with low pressure tires . For 
turtber clarification of the meaning of t he second prohibition 
of Seotion 304. 180, supra. we refer to paragraph 2 of that 
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seetlon wh1ob d.esertbes an axle l oad. . SUbse c tlen 3 cf Section, 
304 .180• sup:ua . ref'G't'S t o the lindt upon the ve.ight im.po.sed 
Upon the highwtl)"S tlu>ough SnJ on& Q~le t-lhieh fu~ther diS­
tinguiahl;s the weeond prohibition in the .f'i::rat para.groaph. 

T:h.e purpose of the LegislatUlfe seems to be definitallf 
t o regul ate the we-ight that vchielos impos~ u pon the highl-ra.1'• 
By r~nding the sec-tion cited 1 supM ~ as a whol e , it m.a.y- be 
further gleaned f:t>om th~ statute that the int ention was to 
apree.d the weight ove:r:a as large a S'Ul"face of the lltghvzay as 
pl'a.et icable. 

Follow:1ng the above menttoned poliey , it ~1.iU be noted 
that each o£ tb.e thr&e prohibitions of para.gr~ph l of Section 
30~-180, supr~ , stands b~ itself and is a separate l imitation 
tram each of the other s . 

In the case of In Re Petiti on of De Jarnett v . Tickameyer, 
40 S .w. (2:d ) 686 , 328 ~io . 15.3.- l.c . 1$'7 , the GoUl•t s t ated.: 

"* * * All p.r ovisions of the s tatute 
should be c.onsiaered in determining the 
m&aning of an:y part 1:eular port-t on t her•• 
ot, and effect g iven t.o every part of 
the statute wner,e lt is possibl e to do 
so. {~ **" 

GonsiderLn~ Section 30~. 180, supr a, and Section .30~.240 
of the same Hou_,e 131lll the· latter B·ection pPovlding a penal ty 
for the violation of tbe former , and other traffic and equip• 
100nt regulations 1n Chapter .304, 1t seems de:f!n1te that this 
statute was enacted to prevent damage. to the l11ghway:s. of th1a: 
sta te by overloaded vehicles . 

OONCLUSl~ 

Therefore ., it is the opinion of this off'iee t hat Section 
304.180. A .• L. 19.51 , H., B. 283 , prohibi tJ3 the oper a tion on the 
highways of this state ot a vehicle having a greater woight 
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tban 16~000 pounds on one axle when the wheels at taeh&d to 
said axle are equipped with lou pressure tire! . 

APPROVED I 

J' • t . TAYLOR 
Attorney Genoral 

JWFab 

RespectfUlly subm!tt~d~ 

JAr•ffiS \'l . FARIS 
Assistant Attorney General 
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