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SHERIFFS : 
COUNTY COURT : 

County Court authorized to pay sheriff mileage ex­
pense i ncurred in criminal case at the end of each 
month . 

July 25, 1951. 

Honorabl e Wel don w. Moore , 
ProsecutinG Attorney, 
Texas County, 

7- -~1 
fl LED 
._63 Houston, Uo . 

Dear Sir: 

This will acknowled3e receipt of your letter of recent dato re-
questinG an opinion from this office on the following question: 

"I should like your opinion as to the t i mo the 
County Court shoul d pay criminal mi~ea~e. to the 
Sheriff . The Court desi~oa to know i f criminal 
mileage should be made to the Sheriff at the end 
of each month or if it shoul d be paid upon consum­
mation of tha case . " 

Your attention ia directed to sections 57 .430 and 57 .440, RSMo 
1949, dealing with the payment of salaries and travel allowances to 
sheriff and reading as fol l ows : 

"In addition t o the sal ary provided in sections 
57 . 390 a nd 57.400, t he county cour t shall allow 
the sheriffs and their deputies , payable at the end 
of each month out of the count y treasury , actual 
and necessary expenses for oach mile traveled in 
aervinJ warrants or any other criminal process not 
to exceed five cents per mile." 

"All salaries provided in sections 57 .390 and 57 .400 
shall be paid out of the county treasury in oonthly 
installments at the end of each month by warrant 
drawn by tho county court upon the county treasury . 
Claims !'or reimbursement for travel shall be submit ­
ted to t he county court monthly and p-aid at tho end 
of the month by warrant drawn on the county treasury 
by tho county court •11 

Under these sections it appears to have been the intention of 
the legislature that the salary and travel expense of sheriffs i n 
the various counties should be paid monthly . · From a readi ng of 
these sections it does not appear to have been the intention of the 
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Honorable Weldon W. Moor e . 

legislature that a sherirf should not be pa1d mileage allowance 
due him in criminal cases until after a case was consummated . 

CONCLUSION. 

...... I 't .. 

It is, thererore, the opinion of this office tha t the county 
court is authorized to pay mileage expense accruing to the sheriff 
in criminal cases at the end of each month, and the county court 
is not authorized to witiihold payment of such mileage expense un­
til the consummation of a pending case, if a valid claim for mile­
age expense is submitted by the sheriff . 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN B. MILLS, 
Assistant Attorney- General . 

APPROVED: 

Attoraey General . 

JEV/ld 
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