
January 8, 19 51 

ur . T. R. Allen 
Superviaor, Income Tax Unit 
Department of Revenue 
Jeff orson City, Miaaouri 

Doar Sirt 

le have r eceived your request for an opinion of 
this department, which request is as follows:· 

"In connection with the tiling and 
payment of intangible personal property 
tax returns, this department desires a 
ruling with respect to the delinquent 
date 1n the administration or the law 
and the interest to be collected thereon . 

''In making this request I refer you to 
Lana or Missouri, 194.5, p . 1914, and 
direct your attention to Sections 7, 
10 and 11, Which read aa follows: 

"• section 7• When tax ret urn ia made-­
exception payable what date .--EXcept 
for the calendar year 1946, every person 
who, pursuant to any provision of t~a 
Act, is liable for a property tax on 
intangible personal property, shall on 
or before March 1.5 of the year for which 
the property is subject to said tax, file 
with the Department of Revenue on a suitable 
f orm prepared and distributed by it, a 
property tax return on intangibles, &how­
ing the kind of intang~ble owned, the 
amount of yield therefrom and the amount 
of tax for which he is liable tor the year 
involved. Tho tax shall bo payable at the 
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time the retUl"ll ia made and shall 
become delinquent on June 1st oi' the 
year in which it is due.t 

" •section 10 . Director ot revenue 
cay extend time--rate ot 1nterest. --
The. Director of Revenue may, for good 
cause shown, extend the t~me for filing 
said property tax returns on intangible a; 
provided, however , that taxes due on 
such returns shall bear interest at the 
rate ot one per cent (1~) per month, or 
part thereof , from the last date on which 
the return should have been tiled.• 

" •Section 11. Failure to pay tax- rate 
of intereat.--Every person who is liable 
for any tax pursuant to the provisions 
of thi s Act and who fails to pay the same 
when it is due shall be required to pay 
as part of such tax interest thereon at 
the rate of one per cent ( l ~) per month 
from such time but not to exceed ten per 
cent ( 10~) per annum, and the method of 
col~ecting the tax and penalty shall be 
the same as provided by law in the ease 
of delinquent income taxes.• 

"You will note by reference to these three 
sections that they are contradictory 1n 
somo respects . The statutes provide that 
the returns shall be filed on or before 
March 15 and that remittance must accompany 
the return. In the other sections pertain­
ing to the collection ot interest ~ou will 
note that the law doea not make the return 
delinquent until JUne 1 or the year for 
which it ia due . 

"In order that this department may proceed 
w1 thin the meaning ot the Act, we desire 
this opinion as to what date aball be used 
for the purpose or applying the interest 
rate on delinquent »eturna~' 
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section 11 of the intangibles tax law, which you have 
quoted 1n your opinion request, fixes the rate ot interest 
to be collected when the tax is not paid when it ia due 
at one per cent per month from the time when the tax ia due. 
section 7 requirea the return to be made on or betore 
Karch 15th, and the tax ia :made payable at the time the 
return is made . we feel tnat Section 7 tixea tbe time when 
the tax becomes due. that is, at the time the return is made . 
It no return is made, the due date would be the latest date 
tixe4 by law for filing a return or March 15th. 

section 7 does provide that the tax shall become delin­
quent on June 1st of the year in which it il due . we feel , 
however, that this provision doss not govern the time tor tho 
computation of interest . section 11 provides that the method 
of collecting tho tax and penalty shall be tho same as 
provided by law in the case of delinquent income taxea. Sec­
tion 11367, Laws of Missouri , 1949, page 617, provides in part 
as rollowst 

"At tho expiration of thirty (30) days after 
any delinq~ency, the director ot revenue 
shall certify the name of any individual , 
association, joint stock company, syndicate, 
eo- partnership, corporation, receiver, trus­
tee, conservators , or other officer appointed 
by any state or federal court, or any other 
person or organization from whom any tax 
under this article shall be due , to the 
attorney general, and suit shall be instituted 
in any court of competent jurisdiction by the 
attorney general , or by the prosecuting 
attorney of the county at the direction of 
the attorney general , in the name of the state, 
to recover such tax and enforce the lien there­
for , and service may be had on both residents 
and nonresidents in the same manner as provided 
by law in civil actions." 

~e think that the provision of Section 7 of the intangibles 
tax law fixing tho date upon which the tax bocomes delinquent 
is of signifieanoe when construed with the provis ions relative 
to the certification by the director of revenue of delinquent 
taxes for the purpooe of collection by suits . However, we do 
not feel that it governs the time as ot which interest ie 
computed. 

-3-



Ltr . T. R. Allen 

CONCLUSION 

Therefore, it is the opinion of . thio department that 
under the provisions of ~ection 11 of tho intangibles tax 
law, Laws of Missouri, 1945, p•ge 19~, interest is computed 
on the intangibles tax at the rate of one per cent per month . 
from the time the tax is due, and that tax becomes due when 
the return is made . If no return is made, interest is com­
puted from March 15th, t he last day f or making returns . 

APPROVED : 

Attorney General 

Respectfully submltted, 

ROBERT R. \'fELBO!t_f 
Ass'istant Attorney General 
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