
SCHOOLS : 
COUNTY TREASURER : 

After organization of enlarged school districts 
is completed, county treasurer may transfer 
funds of common school districts to credit of 
enlarged districts without issuance of warrant 
by officers of common school districts . 

September 11, 19$0 

Hono:-t ble ~r . Tiffin Toters 
Ass • t Jrosecutin0 ttorney 
Jasper County 

Fl LED 

~r ~arthn~ e , lnsouri 

Do o. r Sir : 

Your l etter ~t hand requesting an opinion of tala 
depart~ent , w~ic~ , in part , reads : 

"By Section 11 ol' the above act , lt is 
provided that • \ 11 funds in the hands of 
tho County or .,ovrnshlp Treasurer to t 11o 
credit of the various districts co1posing 
such enlarged district , s'1all be i.r.rledi­
ately transferre~ to tho credit of the 
treasurer of s u ch Lnlergod district . ' 

" Tho Jasper County Treasurer hus taken 
tho posi tiol"l .:1:1 t 'H cannot transfer t:1c 
funds of co- 10:1 sc ..... ool districts to '10 
cnlargocl districts unless t 't1e prosic.tent 
and clorlt or' tht. cor1.non sc,1ool district 
issue a warra.n t dra1n on Lhoir funds 
payabl e to t'1c ordor of "Le treasurer of 
the onlart,od school district . 

"""he prosldo1t and clerk of some of ti o 
con .on ochool districts have refused to 
issue such uarra.nts . · 

" 111 you please advise if under tho aoovo 
act t~c county troa.surer has authority to 
tra"lsfor t "lo funds 01 the co.:non sc'1ool 
districts to the treRsurer o... ...,1e enl .rged 
district nithout the lss .. a.nce of a \Tarrant 
by the of~~icers o~· the co ~mon school dis­
trict or if t~e ro~ody is by ma.nda,~o 
n, a.inst the co 11..1on sc.1ool district to com­
pel such t r ansfer of funds . " 



Honorable H. Tiffin Teters 

In \7riting this opinion we assumo that the enlarged school 
districts which have taken in tho common school districts have 
been co .Jl etoly organized. 

Section 11 , Laws of ~isaouri , 1947 , ?ll c 371 (Senate Bi ll 
.. ~o . 307) , to nhich you refer in your letter , provl~cs as follows : 

"Tho terms of offlcc of all sc1.ool directors 
~,d officers of the various sc ovl districts 
co:nJ>risin~ tho territory inco~o ... t..tcd in such 
c~largcd sc~ool dist~:cts z;~ll censo upon 
the adoption of t'10 ? · -1 of reoJ."•5 unization 
und the organization or tho board of directors, 
and s uCh officers shall de l iver to the board 
of directors of the enlar ged sct.ool district 
all property, records , oooks and papers bo­
longin3 to stch component di stricts . I ll 
funds in tho h .. nJs 01 tho countJ or toiiii'Ship 
treasurorto tfie crec!l~I tfie VllrfOUS dis­
tricts co _pos~ such e 1lirif(i(f di strrct;­
sflall be i!:mlediatoly""transrorrod to the 
credi tor tho treasurer ol' s uch eiiTar:.:Od 
d1str1c't7 -n" any I'ormorsix=ciTrector J!s­
tri ct s ~11 be ~erged L~ any enlnr~od 
district , as provided herein, tho treasurer 
of s~ch former six- director district s!~ll 
immediately turn over to the treasurer o~ 
such enl arged district , all funds belon~i~g 
to such former six- director district , and 
shall make settl e1ent therefor as provided 
by Section 10h8o, levised s tatutes of 
: issouri, 1939 : rovided, that the directors 
of .s lch enl arged <1istrict s'u1ll fo.i th!'ully 
porfo~ all oxisting C) tracts and l egal 
obll~ations of tho componen~ districts . " 

(Underscoring our9 . ) 

In an opinion to Honorable Hugh Phllllps , P!"'SOC'!tlng 
Attorney of Camden County, under date of July 22 , 1~ 1 J , this 
office, ln construing Section 11, s upr a. , concluded t ~t the 
boa:rd o ... directors of a co-lon sc'-.ool district tnl{en into un 
enlarged school d istrict is empor.ored to co_tlnue tile control 
of tho fiscal affalrs a.nd property of :n.ch co ... on school dis ­
trict until the e l ec tion and qualification of t he nov board 
of directors of the enlarged school district . It was f~~ther 
concluded t~, t a warrant issued by the bo1rd of directors of 
a collll!!on sc_.J.Ool distr ict subseque~t t o the adoption of t e 
p l an of reor~anization, but prior to the elec tion and qu~llfi­
cation of the Lo.,rd o_~ director s of the enlareed district, was 
valid. 
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Honorable H. Tiffin Teters 

Houevor, after the a.do~tlon of the plan of roor&nnization 
o.nd tho oloction an.! qunliflcatlon of' tho no\7 boord of diroctor::J 
of an onlargod district t 10 tor=ts of office o_· the di:>octors of 
tho cooponont districts terminate ~nd the; lo~o control of all 
the fiscal affair~ aud pro~ertJ o. their respective dlstricto . 
Sue' boing the cnsc, the board of directors of t ho co~o~ school 
districts taken into tho enlorgod districts would, upon the 
happonin: of t~eae conditions , lose all control of the· funds 
in tho custody o. t~e countJ treasurer credited to ouch co~1on 
school districts . 

It is our thou ht that the ro..:.:llning act roquirod by tho 
statuto of transferring the funds credited to the common school 
districts to the credit of the troasArors of tho onlarved dis­
tricts would be accomplished by tho county treasurer who has 
custody of auld funds, and t hat no lss~a~ce of a arrant by the 
officers o ... .' tho corr_:l0~1. school districts is required. 

For your guidance, we enclose a copy of the afore-mentioned 
opinlon. 

CONCLUSION 

It is thereroro tho opinion of t h is department that upon 
t he adoption of the plan of reorganization by tho voters and 
the election and qualification of tho board of dlroctors of 
tho cnlnruod school district9 the officers of the co~on school 
districts ·t;n.ken into such e"'largod districts would loae co"ltrol 
of tho funds in custoJ:y of t~c county treasurer crodi tod to the 
common school distr.:.cts , o.nd th.!lt the tra.nt.fc..:o of :;~id fund:l 
to the credit of tho tre .... aU!'ors of t he onl~~(Cd diotrictc would 
be accompli9hod by the county troacuror, and it woul<l not be 
necessa1~:r thu t n warrant be issuod by tho officers of tho CO!llJT.on 
school districts to transfer said r~~ds . 

APPROV":D: 

~M 
• • Ofli 
ttorney Go'leral 

RFT :ml 
:en c. 

Respoctfully submitted, 

HI CHARD f' . THO WSOU 
Asslsta~t Attorney Gonoral 


