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/ ) Salaries of Magistrates for tlr~~ begiru~ing ~ 

January 1, 1951, determined by assessed 
valuation for Year 1949. 

MAGISTRATES ) 
) 

December 6, 1950 

Honorable Cline c. Her ron 
JUdge of the Probate and 
Magistrate Courts 

Fl LED 

~cr Webster County 
Marshfield, Missouri 

Dear Sirs 

we have received your request for an opinion of this 
department, which request is as follows: 

"At pago 773 La'-"1 of f4issouri 1945 under 
section 17 governing the salaries payable 
to Uagistrates, among other things , states: 
' For the purposes of t his act, the assessed 
valuation of all real and tangible personal 
property in the respective counties as 
last determined by the Commission or other 
body provided by law for the equalization 
of taxes as between the counties next 
prior to the year for election of such 
Magistrates, shall be deemed to be the 
assessed valuations for the ensuing t or.Ja 
of such Magistrates .• 

"OUr population according to the 1950 census 
will decrease from 17,226 to slightly above 
the 15,000 mar k; however, I understand 
that our assessed valuation has been set 
for 1950 to slightly more than 011,000,000.00 
an increase from $9 ,317,129.00 in 1949. Will 
the salary tor the coming term be fixed 
according to the valuation set by the state 
board in 1950 or will wo be forced to use 
the valuation set tor 1949 which is below 
the $11,000,000.00 mark? 

"Will the clerical allowance for my county be 
set according to the 1950 assessed valuation 



Honorable Cline c. Herren 

or the 19~9 assessed valuation? 

"I will appreciate your earl7 attention 
to this matter so that we may requisition 
the pr·oper amounts for the January 1951 
salaries . " 

. . . 

section 17, referred to 1n your opinion request, fixes 
the salaries or magistrates . In counties having a population 
of more than 11 , 000 but not :c1ore than 17 , 000 inhabitants with 
an assessed valuation of more than $ll , OOO , OOO. OO the salary 
is fixed at 36oo . oo. In counties having such population but 
with an assessed valuation of $ll,OOO,OOO.OO or less the 
salary is fixed at $3000 . 00. section 22 of said act fixes 
the amount 11h.ich the state may pay on salaries of clerks of 
the magistrate court . In counties having a population ot 
more thnn 11, 000 but not more than 17,000 inhabitants with 
an assessed valuation of more than e ll,ooo.ooo.oo the ~ of 
$1500.00 is allowed for clerical hire . In such counties having 
an assessed valuation of $ll,ooo.ooo.oo or less the sum ot 
$1200.00 per year is allowed. 

Ue believe that tha provision of Section 17, quoted in 
your opinion request , is clear and requires the 1949 assessed 
valuation to be used in determining the salary of tho 
magistrates for the tar~ bog1nn1ng January 1 , 1951. This 
provision states t hat the assessed valuation as determined 
by the s tate Tax Commission'hext prior to the year for 
election or such magistrateg' shall be used as t he assessed 
valuation for the ensuing termsor the magistrates. The year 
next prior to the year for election is~ of course, 1949. mae­
much as tho election of oag19trates ~as held on November 7, 
1950, we think that under t ho statutory provision, there i1 
no alternative t o the u no of tho assessed valuation for the 
year prior to the year of such election. 

We teal that the same figure must be used 4or determining 
clerical salaries . There is no provision in the section tixing 
the amounts payable for clerical hel p specifying the year which 
must be used i n determining the assessed valuation. However, 
Section 17 states t hat the assessment there specified shall be 
used "for t he purposes of this act . " Therefore, we think that 
it w~uld apply throughout ~a~ &nQ, therefore , determine 
the year which must be used for the assessed valuation in 
fixing amounts payable tor cl erica l ~re . 
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Honorable Cline C. Herren 

CO!WLUSI ON 

Th~refore , it is the opinion of this departnent that 
under the provisions of Section 17, La\Y3 of Missouri ,. 194..5, 
the assessed valuation for counties for the purpose ot · 
determining magistrates ' salaries for the terms beginning 
January 1 , 1951, and for the allo\?8Ilces for clerical hire 
during such terms is the assessed valuation of the count7 
as determined by the state Tax Commission for t he Year 1949. 

APPROVED : 

Attorney Gener al 

RRW/feh 

Respectfully submitted, 

ROBERT R. ;mLBORN 
Assistant Attorney General 
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