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BighwaJ Patrol: ~~~7 approYe pleX1slae •• ••tet7 sl•••· 
Motor Tehlolea: 

Oc tober 27 , 1950 

Hon. Davtd E. Ho T·riaon, Superintendent 
M11aouri State Highway Pe t rol 
Jefferson City. Miftsour1 

Dear Mr . Harrison : 

I I I 
I l11,c-a 

FIL ED 
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This 1s in reply to y ur r cont request for an t icial 
opinion ot thta department which r ada a follows: 

"We are in receipt of· a letter from the hm 
n~ H~ae Comnany. m~kers of Ple~iglas . a plastic 

glazing material ,· tor apnroval of their. product 
for the glas~ng of openings t o the right and left 
of the driT~r in army type and civilian type four-wheel 

· drive u t ill ty vehicles -o ulBry describ~d as Jeens. 

•sP.ot1on 8391 of the Revised Statutes o f Missouri 
1939. defines safety glass as glees ao trPated 
or combined wit~ other materials as to r educe , in 
oom"'~ £1 rison w1 th ordinary sheet Q?l s a or nlst~ v 

g~asa , the 11kel1hood of injury to ne rsone by 
objeota from externsl sources or by gl aaa when the 
gl aaa is cracked or broken. 

• Plexi gl as meets the snec1f1oationa of the Amer1oen 
StandardB Assoc1&tion tor t he type of lazin~ for 
hioh a proval is reQuested . HoweT@r, since it is 

not actu~lly glees but 1a a 1ynthe tic , orpenio , 
pla ltic m~ terial , we ·a~e in doubt aa to our ~uthority 
·to grant an roval for ita uae . 

"It 11 respectfully reouested tha t you inform ua 
whether or not plexigl a may be aunroved t or use aa 
a glazing aoterial under t he Revised Stat utes ot 
M1aeour1 1939 . " 
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Bon. D&Tid E, Har r ison 

Section 8390, R, s. Mo. 1939. proTide•~ 

•It shall be unlawful after Januarr first, 
tnineteen hundred and thirty-six, t o sell 
ln the State ot Mtssouri, any motor 
Tehicle• mnnutactured or aes~mble~ att~r 
satd date , a nd designed tor the nurpo~e 
ot car rring n~ssengers. unless such 
Tehicle be eQuipyed in all doors, ·1ndows, 
~ear windo~s end windshields v lth safety · · 
gl c ss. • 

8£ct1on 8392bt Lawe ot ts ~ uri ~945, p g~ 1201, ~rovides; 

•It shal l be the dutr ot t he Direotor ot 
P&Tenue t o r~tuse t o 1sstt~ e license for 
any ,o tor Tehiele mrnut&c t ured or ssembl~d 
cfter Jenuerr 1, 1936 unless Pttch otor 
Tehicle is equipped a 1 proTided ln Section s 
8389• 839C 8nd 8391 , Reyleed Statutes of 
Missouri , 1939, lth s uch tJ.p~l of •sate~ 
gl~ ss• a haTe been heretofore cvnr oved 
by the Bec~etary of Bta• e or mar hereaftPr 
be approved ~by the State H!gtu1a7 Patrol. 11 

I 

•aarety l e esv 1e def1n£d by S£.ct1c n 8391 , • s . o. 193q : 

11 The. tera 1 safe ty gl~ BS , 1 I used in 
sections 8389, 8J90 e nd a 92 shall be 
cons t rued a s mea·ning l ass so trP.a ted 
or c ombined l'ri th other materi "' ls c.e to 
reduce. ln com ~r1aon ith ordina ry shP.et 
gl &l s or plat~ gla sg, the likelihood or 
inJury to persons by objects from external 
sourees or by gl~ • s vhen the glass is 
cracked or broken. • 

' 

!he State Highway Patrol ' e ·duty to apnroTe Tar1ous t.~ee ot 
eatet7 gle ls 11 roT1ded tor by Section 8392, Laws ot M1secur1• 
1945, pe e 1200: 

"The State Highway Patrol hall maintain 
e list ot annroYed tJPes or p.l css which 
conform t o the requirement or Section 
8391 &nd shall f urnish oony of such 
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l ist to the Director of ReTenue a nd th~~e­
after eh' ll keen the Director of B~Tenue 
informed as to any changes in or dd1t1on ~ 
t o such list~• 

Assuming that plexigla s is a mater! 1 Which doPe reduce , 1n 
comparison ·ith ordinary sheet gl ass or nl ete gl se , the 
likelihood of inJury to persons by objects from external 
sources or by fragments of the pleY1glaa when eame is craoked 
or broken, the auest! on is whether or not it m8y be an~roved 

_as safety gl e es s ince nlexigl aa 11 not t echnically gl r se but 
r ather a pl astic mr terial. 

The court• in Sta t e ex rel. T• State Bocrd of Health, '65 s. w. 
(2d ) 943, 334 Mo . 220, st&ted ~lth r ard t o etatutory con­
s t ruction a t 1. c .950: 

"It cay be cons1d~red t rite to aga in 
obs~rYe that the pr1m~ry and funda2ental 
purnose 1n etetutory cons truction 1a to 
ecert£in end g1Te effect to the leg1e­

l a t1Te intent neTerthelees such 1s always 
the end sought and the numerous rules for 
the interpreta~1vn or con•tructlon of 
statutes ar e merely e lds i n the nueet, 
But such rule~ shculd not be so applied 
£8 t o r estrict or conf ine the onerat1on 
of a .statute liithin na rrower limite or 
bounds than manifestly intended by the 
Legislature &nd whPther the propftr con­
struction of &. sta tute should. be atr1"t 
or ·liberal it certainly should b~ eueh 
as to ettectu~te the obTioua pur oae ot 
ita enaetment and the eT\dent le 1alat1~ 
i ntent. Reference ahoul4 be h d to the 
policy adopted by the Legis l ature 1n ref­
erence t o th~ subject me tter, the obJeet 
ot the statute, end the a1seh1ef 1t etrik~~ 
a t or seeks t o ryr~vent, s well a e the 
remedy proT1ded. ~ ~ • * ~ * ~ • 

Whi l e ulex1glae 1s no t techn1celly gl ass , it 1• a aater1al 
which eerYes t he same uroo e as r l ass uhen used 1n aotor 
Teh1eles a nd nossesses t !los e same qual1 ti ll! a ae gle.es ·mieh 
a skee such use benet1e1al. Furthermo~e, t he obvious i ntent 
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Hon. David E. Harr1aon 

or· the Legialeture in paaaing these aate'y glFII nrovi eione 
wae to require aa a satety measure • material w~ioh w~uld 
atford greater rotect1on to oeeaoante ot motor vehicles and 
the general public ~resent at the eeene ot aft accident . 
Therefore , we feel t hat Section 8J90, supra , il broad efto~ 
to · inelude ~ material such as olexiglaa it aame eat1st1ee tbe 
definition the~etn. A more t~chn1cal interp~etatioft would 
on11. defeat the obvious intent of the Legielature to provide 
the greateat protection ooss1ble to the eneral publto tn 
thia regard. 

CONCLUSION 

I t ie therefore the opinion t t his deoartaent that the State 
Highway Patrol hal the authority to 11at nlexiglas as an · 
p roved type of s afety glass 1t it 1s found to satiety the 

standards renu1r d of s t ty l nes by Se~t1on 8~QO, E. s. Mo. 
1939. 

AP%>ROV D: 

J . E. T YLOR 
A'rfOR!''I=':Y GENE:QAL 

RllV : A 

Resp~cttully subm1 ~ted 

BICHA D H. VO Q 

ss1stant At torney General 
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