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“Hon, David E, Harriion. Superintendent
Missouri Btate Highway Patrol
Jefferson City, Missourl

Desr Mr, Harriscn:

Thie ie in reply to yocur recent request for an officlal
opinion of thie department which reade as follows:

"We are in reeceipt of & letter from the Rohm

and Heae Comvany, mszkers of Plexiglae, s plastie
glazing materisl, for apvoroval of their product

for the glasing of openings to the right and left

of the driver in army type and civilian type four-wheel
“drive utility vehicles populsry deseribed as Jeevs,

"Seetion 8391 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri
1939, defines safety gless ae glees so treated

or combined with other materials as to reduce, in
comnarison with ordinary egheet (blrss or pnlate
glees, the llkelihood of injury to persons by
objecte from externsl sources or by glass when the
glase 18 erscked or broken.

"Plexiglss meets the enecifications of the Americen
Btandards Associstion for the type of glazing for
which epprovesl is requested, However, esince it 1is
not actually gless but 1s a eynthetie, orgenie,
plaetic msteriecl, we are in doubt as to our suthority
‘to grant soproval for ite uce,

"It 1s respectfully recuested thet you inform us
whether or not plexiglse may be approved for use as
a glaging material under the Revised Btatutes of
Missouri 1939."
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Hon, David E, Harrison

Seetion 8390, R, 8, Mo, 1939, provides:

"It shall be unlswful after Jamuary first,
nineteen hundred and thirty-six, to sell
in the State of Migsouri, any motor
vehicle, menufectured or esssembled after
caid date, and designed for the purpoce

of carrying passengers, unlese such :
vehicle be ecuippoed in all doore, windows,
rear windovs and windehielde with safety
gless."

Seetion 8392b, Lawe of Missouri 1945, page 1201, orovides}

#It ghell be the duty of the Director of
Revenue to refuse to iseue = license for
sny motor vehicle manufsctured or sssembled
after Jenmuery 1, 1936 unlees euch motor
vehicle ies equipped =& provided in Sections
8389, 8390 snd 8391, Revieed Statutes of
Hllsoari. 1939, vith such tynes of "safety
gle=sa" ee have been heretofore sunroved

by the Becretery of Btate or may heweatter
be approved by the State Highway Patrol.”

"Safety gleec" 1e defined by Section 8391, R, 8, Mo, 1030:

"The term 'safety glass,' ag used in
gections 8389, 8390 =nd 8392 shall be

cons trued ae meaning glases 80 treated

or combined with other materisls se to
reduce, in comnsrison vith ordinary sheet
gless or plate glase, the likelihood of
injury to persons by objects from external
sources or by glasa vhen the glase ie
eracked or broken."

The State Highway Patrol'e duty to aporove various types of
safety glese 18 provided for by EBection 8392, Laws of Missouri,
1945, page 1200

"The State Highway Patrol shall meintain
2 118t of approved types of gless whieh
econform to the requirement of Seetion
8391 and shzll furnish & eopy of sueh
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Hon. David E, Harrison

118t to the Director of Revenue and there-
efter shzll keep the Director of Revenue
informed as to any changee in or sdditione
to sueh lilt.

Assuming that plexiglss 1s a materisl whiech does reduece, in
comparison with ordinary sheet glass or plste glsse, the
likelihood of injury to persons by objecte from external
sources or by fragwents of the plexiglas when same 18 cragked
or broken, the cueetlon is whether or not 1t may be apnroved
a8 safety gless since vlexiglze is not technieslly glose but
rather & plestic materiel,

The court, in State ex rel, v. State Board of Hanlth, 65 8, W,
(2a) 943, 334 Mo, 220, etated with repard to statutory con-
eétruction at 1, ¢, 950'

"It may be considered trite to again
observe that the primary and fundamentsl
purpose in stetutory construction ie to
escertain =2nd give effect to the legls-
lative intent neverthelese such ieg always
the end scught and the numerous rules for
the interpretation or construetion of
etatutee are merely aids in the ouest,
But sueh rulee should not be so apnlied
ee to restrict or confine the operation
of 2 statute within narrower limits or
bounds then manifestly intended by the
Legislature and whether the proper cone-
gtruction of = statute should be striat
or liberal 1t certainly should be sueh
a8 to effectuszte the obvious purpose of
its enaetment =nd the evident legislative
intent, Referenee should be had to the
policy adopted by the Legislature in ref-
erence to the subjeect matter, the objeet
of the statute, send the mischief it strikes
et or seeks to prevent, as well as the
remedy provided, * ° * it t JIb 2L B

While plexiglas 18 not technieslly gless, 1t 1s & material
which serves the same purpose as glase when used in motor
vehicles end possesses those same cualities a8 glaes whieh
mekes such use benefielzl, Furthermore, the obvious intent
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Hon. Devid E, Harrison

of the Legislesture in passing these safety glase provisions
wveg to require as a safety measure a meterial whiech would
afford greater protection to ocecupants of motor vehicles and
the general publie oreesent at the seene of an accident.
Therefore, we feel that Section 8390, supra, is broad enough
to inelude = material such as plexiglas if same satiefies the
definition therein. A more technical interpretation would
only defeat the obvious intent of the Leglslature to provide
the greatest protection possible to the general publie in
this regsrd.

CONCLUSION

o —

It 18 therefore the opinion ~f this depertment that the State
Highway Patrol has the authority to l1st plexiglas as an’
aporoved type of safety gl=sas i1f 1t 18 found to satisfy the
standardes reouired of ssfety gloss by Seection R300, R, 8. Mo,

1939.
Respectfully submitted
RICHARD H, voSs
Agsistant Attorney Ceneral
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J. B, TAYLOR
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