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ELECTIONS ) Petitions for amendment of city charter of Kansas City
should be verified by Board of Election Cormissioners
PETITIONS ) and certified to city council,

July 6, 1950
FILED
Board of Election Commissioners l ?
Kansas City 6, Missouri
Gentlemeni

We have received your request for an opinion of this departe
ment, which request is as followst

"On Wednesday, June 21st, there was filed
with the Board of Election Commissioners
Rty Eeriatiing e B meve & e

’ move
the bwnzu-iu of Kansas City, Missouri,
to exclude the recently annexed area in Clay
County, Missouri, The petitions contained

what p to be the tures of 32,012
T _ tors of Kansas Clty,
Missouri. of 4330 p.m. June 21st, there

3
were 212 _ qualified electors
in hnu:q!ity, Missouri.

official or officials should the
certified,

"We have been unable to discover any constitue
tional provisions; statutory emactment or any
section in the c:l%y'-a Charter or ordinances

which set forth the procedure in regard to the



Board of Election Commissioners

handling of these petitions,

"The petitions purport to act on the
authority of Section 20 of Article 6 of
the 1945 Missouri Constitution. The recent
case ?f tate vs, North Kansas City, 228
8.W, (24) 762, says that any change in the
boundaries in the clity by the voters amounts
to an amendment of the city charter., Sec-

. tion 487 of the Charter of Kansas City,
Missourl, provides:

"tThis Charter may be amended in the method
provided by the Constitution of the State
of Missourl, as such Constitution now
exists, or may hereafter be amended,?

"Section 2 of House Bill 804, approved
March 6, 1946, provides:

"tNotices of any election provided in said
Sections 19 and 20 of Article 6 of the Cone
stitution of Missourl for any amendments
thereof, may be given and the form of ballot
and details of such election determined,

by the Board of the election commissioners
or other officlials having charge of municipal
elections in said clties in accordance with
the election laws of this state applicable
%o elections held in such clties, as they
now are or may hereafter be mm&ed.'

"Section 7619 . R,8, 1939, provides for a
eclal reg:l.a%rati.on upon sion of the
&rbortothovotm. The Board would also
like an opinion as to whether or not this
section applies to a charter amendment if
1tisdotom.nodthntuuagompomm
of city boundaries amounts an amendment

of the clty charter.

"The Board would like also to know if the
: ibility for the expenses relative
to these petitions is the city's

or the e¢ity and countlies combined, The
board would {:Lk- to have an answer as soon
as ’o.ﬂib]-.o

g v
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The petitions are headed as follows:

"Petition for Amendment of the Charter

of Kansas City, Missouri, so as to Reduce
its Area and ﬁnﬂ.ts by Excluding
Thereforn that Part in County,
Migsouri a.nd for an El !‘.horoon

as l'ro by Section 20 of Artic}o Vi

of the 1945 souri Constitution,

The petitions propose the enactment of a new Section 4 of

Lrtiehlorthchnascit Charter, which section defines the
corporate limits of the city of Kansas City.

1945,

Section 20 of Article VI of the Constitution of Missouri,
provides as follows:

"mtsotwcitychnrtumm -
under the foregoing provisions may be sub-
mitted to the electors by a comiui.m as
provucd for a cowhtc charter., Amende-

also be propo the legislative
body of eity or b{h.c of not less
than ten per cent of registered qualified

electors of the city, filed with the body
or official having charge of the city elections,
setting forth the sed amendment., The
legislative body at once provide, by
ordhmeo,thntmym&hmtm ed
shall be submitted to the electors at the
days Mtsm vy mth':poc.hl
ssage, or at a
w-::mmt“pmwrwzority £ the
appro a ma o
qualified electors voting thereon, shall
bmapaﬂofth-muttﬁatmm
under the conditions fixed in the amendment;
and sections or articles may be submitted
mormmntmmﬂmmu
as provided for a complete charter."

The only statuto vision exp implementing this
Mg ﬂ.nd uuihnt

constitutional provision which we

le

House Bill No .mg:::din g
as Bection 2 of .
mamcnzsrmmdmmaofmmu, 1945, atpmlaog

-3-
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Under Section R, 8, Missouri, 1 as amended
House Bill No, 205 120915. Sixty-fifth G‘nﬁ’am by
Board of Election ssioners has clnrge of m elm%ims

general, special, 1ecal mm;
mdaruuatherarovcry dnerﬁlmta'ﬁc heldf.nma‘gaity,
or any part thereof, at any time, '

The petitions state that they propose an amendment to the
charter of the City of Kansas City and on their face they purpert
to do so., Therefore, in det the duties of the Board of
Election Commissioners in connection with the handling of these
pet:ttiens we feel that the Board should consider them to be

ﬂmsmmmmmzefmmmrotthcﬂityof
E&nns City, Missouri.

. The constitutional provision guoted above requires petitions
for the amendment of a tyeh&rtertabefﬂédui&hthoboﬂy&r
official having charge of the clty elections, As above set out,
Section 12097 makes the Board of Election Commissioners the body
having charge of elections in the City of Kansas City. As such,
itha essimofthere@.stratim lists and would mtebe

o£°“ to: check and verify the petitions filed with it.
5 no statute expressly so providing, we feel that
1n vieu af the constitutional provisions, %he che of the
etitions should be handled by the Board of Election .ssioners,
e feel that the petitions shmld be verified prior to the
ofmydwtiminardcrtoammmmtg?em ly with the
miummts of Article VI of Section 20 insofar as the required
er of signatures is concerned.

Section 20 of Article VI requires the legislative body ct the
clty to g rovide by ordinance for the submission of the p: reso
To the vote of the eity. In the City of Kansa it{l
ého:i uth:hi \mcﬁ“th d%mgmllinsﬁ.zzel -
ﬂgom co e duty o
we £ t ﬁ Board of Election ﬂmiasionera should amﬁy
the petitions to the city counecil,

&a for your inquiry conec Section . 8, Migsouri,
that section was re .mmaﬂounc u16£ efﬁbaﬂi:ty-

General Assembly. ealed Smtﬂ.onn 7601 to
inclusive e 3. lliﬂsmri, 1 , and fore no reference is now
required rovision the elaetim on the prmuﬁ amende
mm’c to the city wgu'te

As to the matter of the ense of handling the petitions
perceive no theory mmmﬁhoccsts could be homby '

L
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county, The matter concerns a pure . matter and, there
fore, the costs must, we feel, g“b.gne g o 4
Therefore, it is the opinion of this a.rtmm; that the
Board of Election Commissioners of Kansas Cif vmgc;ha
signatures on petitions presented to it p
mmtwmm&rormcuy eit,mdifthc
petitions contained the required muber of nim certify said
petitions to the city council for the calling of an election, The
ntn of handling petitions must be borne by m ciw. : Mtim

R, 8, Missouri 1939 having been cdh
58" 0f the Sixty-rifth General Assembly, e prov
section need no longer be considered.

Respectfully submitted,

s.tensetthut

- Assistant Attorney General
APPROVED 3

Attorney General



