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- v« )~ Voter may vote only on charter' pro aition.,i;:oh ;
ELECTIONS | .0politey at Mw
July 17, 1950

Honorable Paul C, Calecaterra
Chailrman, Board of

Electlon Comulssioners

For the Clty of St. Louls
208 south Twelfth Boulevard
8t. louls 2, Missouri

Dear Sir:

We have received your request for an opinion of this
depertment, which request is as follows: :

"The Clty of Ste Louls is holding

its Charter Election on the same

day as the Primary, August 1, 1950,
The questlion has arisen as to whether
the voter may cast a ballot for the
Charter Election only, or must he

also vote at the Pr Flection
wvherelin he must state hls choice of
party ticket.

"please lot us have your opinion as
soon as posaible."

We find no statutory provision or declsion of any court
in this state which In any way would require that a person
who wishes to vote on the proposed new charter for the
City of 8te. Louls, which 1s to be submitted at the px:
election in fSt, Louls on August lst, also participate and
cast a ballot in the primary election,

The ohly reported case which we find which mlght be
taken to indicate that a person must cast his ballot on all
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proposals submitted at the same election is the case of
Dysart ve City of St. Louls, 11 8.w, (2d4) 1045, In that
cage the court was passing upon the question of whether

or nct a bond issue proposal which was submitted at a regular
primary election was & speclel election within the meaning
of a provision requiring a speclal revigion of reglstration
prior to any special election,s The court in that case

stated at 11 SeWe (2d). 1,0, 1052¢

"The thaor{ & proposition, other
than the ootian of officers, submite
ted on the day of a general election,
is a 'gpeclal election'! leads to absurd
resultss Some proposgsitions or amende
ments are submitted by referendum, some
by iInitlative, some by proclamations
of the Governor, ete. If each ﬁ' a

clal election we u_i#
eYsctions on the same
e same 8, an

V0@ In & dozen elections, of
Them possibl on & a‘.ngo ballo
vote on all ol epos 8% one

@d The same Elme.

* % #* #* 5t

( Bzphagia curs,)
b3 *

" # » # A proposition to lssue bond;

be submitted at a g %m © ection.
and such submission s not constitute 1t
a gpecieal election,

"It is a matter of common Ilmowledge that
at nearly every general election propositions
are suthorized and submitted to the voters
as special propositions. Submissions of these
special propositions are not, in common par-
lance, called special electlions., They are
merely votes on special propouitim submite
ted at a general election."
While thiles language might be taken to indicate that the
submission of several proposals at the same time constitutes
but a single election, still there is nothing in that case to
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indicate that a voter is not entltled to choose the
propositions upon which he will vobte at the election
and refuse o vote on others submitted at the same
election,

Participation in elections in this state has always
been & voluntary matter. The voter is free to vote or not
as he chooses, and we see no reason why he should not be
permitited to vote upon such proposition as he might see fit.

CONCLUSION

Therefore, it is the opinion of this department that a
voter may cast a ballot for the charter election only, which
is being held in the City of St. Louls at the same time asg
the reguler primary on August 1, 1950, and he 1s not required
to vote in the primary election,

Regpectfully submitted,

ROBERT R, WELBORN
APPROVED: Asslstant Attorney Ceneral
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