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FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICTS& 
CITIES: 

-Upon incorporation of a cit y wholl1 wit~ a fire 
pr ot ection district the property within the city 
r emains subject t o t he jurisdiction and taxation 
of the fire protection district~ 

\ 

FILED 
november 16, 1949 . <fJ.f 

Honorable Floyd L. Snyder 
Homber or .L.!ouso of Representatives 
.5'21 South Uolan.d :Road 
Indopondenco , Uissour1 

Dvo.r J.!r . snyder : 

I . 

·1o hereby ackno ledge r eceipt or tho following roque s t for an 
opinion from t his departnont . 

"At the pr esent time , tho village of 'aytown, 
Jackson County, L~ unincorporated community, 
i s wholly within tho Raytown Fire Distri ct . 
This community is seekiqs incorporat~on, ' Unper 
Hou.so B'-11 No . 7, Wl net of tho 65th Genera! 
. ssembly, approved Juno 2 , 1949, "if any property 
located within tho boundaries or n f iro .rotoctlon 
district 1li a county of tho first class n o\1 or 
hereafter havlUJ a population or 4,50, 000 in- ' 
habitants or more, is now or hereafter included 
with a cit.;r not uholly \7ithln such e lstr!ct , such 
prO!)Orty is excluded i'rom tho district . 11 

"Upon lncor~oration or the uommunity of Ruytom1, 
under tho provisi~ns of y:ouse Bill I;o . 7, rrould 
t he Rayt:;own Firo District be dissolved?" 

Jii. 

Laws of Missouri , 191~7 1 pages l.j:32 to 4,51, incl·~1.sivo , provide 
for the or.;anization and operation or f ire protection districts 
i n class one counties . Section 2 of said Act provides in part as 
!'ollor.ss 

I "A fire protection district is one to supply 
protection against fire by any avail able neans. 
such district must be wholly within a count¥ or 
Class One , must consist of cont!guous traeta or 
parcels of property, and may include wi~lin its 
boundaries , or ~AY be contiguous with an7 city, 
town or village . " 
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House Bill no. 11 oi''the 65th General Assembly approved June 
2, 1949. amends tbp rtro protection district law in the follow­
ing respects: 

"3oction 32a: Ii' any property, located within 
the boundaries or 0. £iro protection district in 
a county of the first clasts now or hereafter · 
ho.v1ng a population of 450,000 inhabitants 
or more, io now or hereafter included with n 
city not whollz within ouch district, such 
property 1s excluded ~rom tho district. " 

=---
Tho action o£ tho 65th General .losembly shows that the 

Logisla ture in"'onded to chango tho provisions of Soction 2 to 
make it clear that property vlithin tho .city that wo.s uot wholly 
within an orbanizod riro protection district would not be included 
vithin tho Jurisdiction oi' said district bccauoa tho sentenco 
"and ~y includo withL~ its boundaries, or may be contitr~oua 
with any city, to\7%1 or village" v;as not cl o.r as to whether or 
not o. ~ire district might bo or3anlzed to include part of a 
city. 

The word contiguous moans actual contact, touching or adjoin­
ing. A tire protection district may adjoin the city limits or &nJ 
city, town or village. 

The word wholly moans tully, totally, completely, soiely or 
exclus!vol7. It tho village or Raytown in Jackson County, Missouri, 
o. c~as one county, is incorporated and its city limits arc whol1y 
and entirely 1ithin the Raytow.n Fire Protection District then the 
property that would be within the city limits or tho new incorporated 
city of Raytown would continue to be subject to the jurisdiction . 
and taxation of tho previously organized Raytown Firo Protection 
District because saiq now organized city would be exclusively and 
completely within said fire distr1ct . and would not bo a city not 
whollz within such district o.s conto:nplatod in said House DilT"'lfo. 
7. 

III.· 

CO!WLUSI9N 

It is the opinion of thia offico that tho !)roperty within 

/ 

tho nov oxlatinu Raytown Firo Protection District that would be 
within tho city lir.d.ts of the city of Raytown upon its Ll'lcorporat,ion', 
would rcoain subject to tho jurisdiction and taxation of. said 
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fire district if tho city or Raytown was \iholly or co~letely within 
tho territorial. limits oi." oa1d Baytown Fire Protection District. 

A PROVED : 

J. r: . 'fAYLOl\ 
Attornoy General 

s.m :~ 

Respectfully submitted, 

STEPUE11 J . MIL~T'l' · 
liSSistant Attorney General 


