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DoG LICENS~·LA~~. • 
'Money derived from dog licenses and placed in 
"County Dog License Fund1 may be used for pay­
ment of claims arising from damages sustained 
by livestock or poultry even though such claims 
accrued after the voters of the county voted to 
repeal the license tax on dogs. 

Auguot 12, 1949. 
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F\ LED 
Senator Harry J . Revercomb 
Seventeenth' District 
Mi·s sour1 bene te 

. 77_ 
Jefferson 01ty, Missouri 

Dear Senators 

We are in receipt ot your letter in Hhich 7ou request 
an opinion ot this department . Your letter 1a as follows: 

' '•ould apprec1a te )'our rendenng an 
opinion ns to the d1spoa1t1on ot funds 
1n the treaeur7 ot the various oount1es 
where the DOG tAl-l ACT no longer exiata. 

"There was a surplus of ,aoo.oo in the 
DOG FUND 1n one nart1 oular county trhen 
t hi s law was •oted out in 1944. 

"ltould like to lmov 1f current c1a1o1 
can be paid from this fund." 

Article 13, of Chapter 103, R~S.A. Uo., 1939, lr1h10h 
embodies sections 14546 to 14650& 1nclus1ve, sets up a local 
option dOg t ax law. Section 14&59 pro•1dea for the effect­
iveness of t he dog t ax law in any one ot the 1everal counties 
upon adOption t hereof by a vote ot the people. Section 
14568a provides for the r epeal of said law 1nsota.r as 1ts 
applicability 1n any one oountl 1s concerned, said repeal t o 
be accomplished by a vote ot the people ot sn14 county.. 
Section 14547 provides tor the amount to be paid tor dog 
licenses. Section 14548 provides among other things tor t he 
disposition ot the t ax money aooru1ng from such t ex in eny 
one county, and 1e in part as follovet 

d~ ~ * The treasurer ot the county shall 
set any and ell sums co received apar.t 1n 
a oeparate tund t o be known a s a • count7 
dog license tund,• and such f und Shall · · 
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be used onl7 tor the purpoae ot com­
pensating persona who have .suffered 
loss or. damage through injury or 
killing by dogs ot any livestock or 
poultr.y owned by them and lc~~te4 
in aaid countr at the tiae ot suoh 
inJurr or killing* .• • * * * * • . • 

We gather from your letter that the particular situa­
tion to which you refer is one in whiCh b7 a Tote ot the 
people of a given county the dog t ax law was adopted and made 
effective and 1n ~oh after it became effective, aoner was 
placed in the "countr dog license tund' and in which t herea1'ter 
the people of the county voted to repeal the license~ax on dogs 
and, in which, after the repeal ot the license tax on doga 
had been aoooapliahed b7 a vote ot the people, there remained 
mone7 in the oountr dog l icense fund which was not needed 
tor the payment ot clalaa which aoorued before the aforesaid 
repeal, and is at the present t1me unused. 

We understand Jour question theft to be whether this 
money now in said tund and which was produced by the dog 
license law before its repeal can be used tor the payment 
of claims tor damages to l ivestock or poultr,y which accrued 
after the r epeal ot the license t ax on doge. 

We are unable to find anJ decision ot the Supreme 
Oourt or the Court ot Appeala of this State throwing anr 
light upon this particular question, and we are, therefore, 
resorting to a consideration ot the question on the basis ot 
what we consider the most· logical interpretation of the law 
as embodied in the stat utes above cited. 

We direct your attention to the t act t hat the onlJ 
things t hat the statutes provided must be voted upon were t he 
question as to whether or not a license tax on doge should be 
created, and the question as to lmether or not the license 
tax on dogs should be repealed. We beli eve t hat it is signi­
ficant t hat the statute did not provide tor a vote b7 the 
people on the question ot the disposition ot the money ac­
cruing from the sale ot licensee. 
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We are ot the opinion that when in Section 14&48, 
above ci ted, the lawmakers proVided tha~ the mone1 accruing 
from the sale ot the license, with the exception ot a 10¢ tee 
paid t herefrom to the countr clerk, Should be ~laced in a tund 
within the oountr treasury to be kno~ as the Oount7 Dog 
License Fund," and when the lawma~ers in said seot1on also pro­
vided t hat the moner in said tund was to be used tor the par­
ment of claims re8ulting trom damage to livestock or poultr, 
inflicted b7 dogs, it was the intent ot the legislature that 
the moner in aa1d tund was to be used only ~or the purpose 
specified, and we are ot t he further opinion that sinua there 
vas no provision tor a vote ot the peop~e on the question ot 
the disposition of the money, the mere tact that the legisla­
ture provided t hat they might by their vote1 repeal the 
license t ax on dogs does not evidence any intent on the part 
ot the legisla ture tha~ b7 said repeal any change in the 
disposition ot the monies ot the county dog license tund 
should be accomplished, and we are ot the opinion that said 
county dog license tund 1tanda undisturbed by the repeal ot 
the license tax on dogs, and also that the provision in said 
section 14548 that l!suoh funds shall be used only tor the pur­
pose ot compensating persona who have suttered loss or damage 
through 1njur.y or killing by doga ot any livestock or poultr,r 
owned by them and located in said count, at the time ot such 
injurf or killing***," stands unatteoted by the repeal ot 
the license t ax on dogs, Dnd we are, t herefore ot the opinion 
that any claimant who has suttered a loss to his livestock or 
poultr,r whioh oomea within the provisions ot the act above 
quoted. 1a entitled to be oo~enaated from whateYer remains ot 
the Moounty dog license tundR, regardless ot the t act that the 
peopl e have repealed the license t ax on dogs by their votes. 

CONCLUSION. 

lie are accordinglr ot the opinion that current claims ot 
the nature described by section 14548 above oi ted can be paid 
trom the "County Dog License Fund" until such time as said 
tund shal l be ent1~ely exhausted. 

APPROVED : 

J . E. TAYL61t 

Attorney General 

Respeottully submitted, 

SAMUEL H. \lATSON 
Assistant Attorney General 

-. 
' 


