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SCHOOLS: Majorit7 or quorum ot ooun 
to approve count7 reorgani 

achool board baa power 
.tion. 
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Honorab l e Stephen J . Millett 
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney 
Cal dwe l l County 
Kingston, Uiss~uri 

Dear Sir: 

This is in answer to your letter of recent date requesting 
o.n officinl opi nion of t hi s dopart1.1en t·o.nd reading as fo llows: 

"The Cal dwe ll County Board of Education 
ho.s requested o.n o .. , inion on the question 
of the number of votes requir ed to carry 
a motion or plan before t heir board when 
only four or f ive members of the board 
are present . 

* * * ~ * * * ft * 
"The County reort;an ization plan must be 
submitted by May 1st, 1949, but all six 
of th9 members cannot att~nd tho meetings 
because of illness . I f a l l six wore present 
then it is agr eed that a majority or four 
members must agr ee or vote f or any plan 
or motion f or· i t to carry . I f f ive members 
are present and the vote is three in f avor 
of the plan or motion , twv against , shoul d 
the same be decla~ed carried?" 

Section 4, Laws of Uisaouri , 1947, Vol . II , page 370, 
provides 1n part as fo llows : 

"Four momber s of tne board shall constitute 
a quor um . ~~ ->:· .;~ " 

"Quorum" is defined in Webster • s ?Jew International 
Diction ry as "such a number of tho off i cers or mombors of 
any body as is , men duly assembl ed, le ~ally competent to 
tranoact business . " Slnce a "quorum" is defined as the number 
nocossnry to transac t business, we believe it to be obvious 
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that a majority of a quorum has power to act upon a plan or 
motion presented to such quorum . Therefore , we believe that 
where f our or five members of the county school board are 
present at a meeting and thereby constitute a quorum that a 
majority of three members is suff icient to pass or defeat a 
plan or motion before such board f or action . 

CuNCLUSION 

It is the opinion of t nis department that when four or 
f ive members of a county board of education aro present at a 
moetins of such board, and tha t a majority of three votos are 
cast in favor of any motion or plan before the board, that 
such motion or plan is carried . 

APfROV~U: 

J . E . TAYLOR 
Attorney General 
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Respectfully sub~itted, 

C. B. BURNS , J R. 
Assistant Attorney General 


