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-;// f.ta L-e ''ron surer ' s Office 
Jefferson l.ity, tssouri 

J)ear Sir: 

'.L
1hie w!.ll ac.tmowlod a rec .. eipt or your requent 

fo!• a 1 opinion l.hich reads: 

"It is rec.uo&t.od that y u advise t tis 
Depart ment. ..... a "ri tton o inion \ '1othcr 
or not it is nosslble t urnish oit"~r 
tho orin-im~l cancolod C lOC:.s or nhoto­
otats thereof olthor to )t,'~or state; 
a enciea or t o individuals; i , if so, 
plea~,o advise •. mdor 1Y":1:1t ciro·~J.stancoo 
this \ ould be possible . " 

It is tho ~ritor ' ~ undor3tandin~ t r ot )U dor:ra 
thi:> 0 :nion UJ' not later t"'l.an 'l''!uraday of t liS \.Gck 
and t Hl t tb.o i"'lnlodia te question involves o .l~r n"..lc.:h 
oriclno.l cancolod checks t.1at. might be requost;od by t 10 

Divis~on of .elfaro to be used by said Divisi ~n n~ 
evidence i _ co\ rt , .n '"lroceodings insti tutod bJ ~n id 
Division to reco~o~ 1one1 fro L tho eotate of deceased 
recipients of ole u e ass:stanee . Therefore in vie\ of 
the t1mo ole~ent lnvol~od, ~o shall only attompt herein 
to anoter tho uostl on rolntive to t;ho usc of e:lncelcd 
checke by tho Division of olfaro . Ho\0ver if you desire 
an opinion on tho original request , kindly adviso un nnd 
\'.o '·ill ronC.er sa.rr.e . 

rhoro is no a oc:fic provision 1~ tho Sociul .ccu~ity 
· ct rela.t:tvo to \"lht.t- rocorcio l!l~[nt ' o considered co"potent 
~~l~oncc ·n such case s . 

\rc uro uf the opinion t·1a.t a much bettor polic y , if' 
,,o . ay ~o.y so , cay bo pursued tJ 1ich 'ould be just as 
offoctive a.nd thereby pro vent tho pos:Jibili ty of Ln: ... or 
deotruction of such ori i.al rec or s . or s t ~ ·P~ 

ov. follo. the provision of "oction 1C24, l . ! • • 1939, 
' :1 .. ch 1r-ovides that co) too of' nll pa.noro ~h ..... d ocu'tlcnt o 
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lu~fully deposited ln the office of t~e Stato Treasurer 
whon properly cortifiod to :1nd tho offic ial ooal affixed 
thereto shall l receivod ln ev.:.~e!lce l.. the samo manner 
a.1d effect :.... s t :1e original . 0ec ~..ion 1C2L, , supra , reads: 

"Co .:. ... s of all · :Ja""ers and Ci.ocu.nonts 
lawfally deposited in the _ffice 
G: t·,cr of the tro'" --...a>cr or nud~ to: of 
~~o state , .hen certified by s~ch 
officer a"td authe tlcated by the seal 
of off~co , si~ll be received in evidence 
in tho sa ~e mmmEn• and t'Ii th the like offec t 

. as tho origi!lals . " 

In vie~· of Lhe foroc oin, -:octio'i, t'lo i'urnishing of a 
properl., co rtified con , ':>f a cu.ncclec c'1ock m~ th o!'fi.c ial 
seal af1 i.xod. thereto to . e 11sod as ov .~de.1ce , will e as 
effective as lf the orieina1 c"1eck \7D.S introc .cod i _ evidence 
a"ld at tho same tiUi.c it \.oulC avoid. tho pos~i ility of any­
loss or dama p-o of t'1o original record on f lle in ycur office . 

' 
'l'horef"' "e, -r:.•o resn octfully roco ... -.end t'w t when any 

original paper )r docQ~ent on fiJc ~'i y ~r office is requested 
for t~O ~urpose of usin~ SD-00 an evidence i~ SOMe court in 
t11is sta~;.e, t:1a t you f~ .. lis'l a certified co) of samo us 
provided in vec Lion 1C2l, , 1 o . ~ . • c:: . !. • 1939. 

Respectfully submitted , 
' 

.n.'L lillY • _ £Ai1JE'l'T , JR. 
J s~ista.it ~~ttorney General 
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