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tay 24, 1949

r, Haskell Holman

Chief Clerk

State lreasurer's Orffice ‘jj/
Jefferson Lity, ilissouri

Dear Slr:

This wlll acknowled e receipt of your requect
for an opinion wihich reads:

"It is reauested that you advise this
Depertment in a writien ooinion whether
or not it 1ls possible to Iurnlsh either
the original canceled checks or photo-
stats thereof elther to other state
acencies or to individuals; and, if so,
please advise under what circuustancces
this would be possible.”"

It 18 the writer's understandlng thati rou desire
this oninion by not later than Thursday of this weck
and that the irmedlate questlion involves only such
original canceled checks that might be requested by the
Division of Welfare to be used by sald Dlvislon as
evidence 1in court, in nroceedings instituted by sald
Division to recover money from the estate of deceased
recipients of 0ld a;e asslistance. Therefore in view of
the time element Involyed, we shall only attempt herein
to answer the cuestlon relative to the use of canceled
checks by the Division of Wellfare. Howaver 1 you desire
an oplnion on the original request, kindly advise us and
vé wlll render same.

There is no specific provision in the Social Cecurity
Act relative to what records mipat e considered compo tent
evidence In such casges.

. We are of the opinion that a much better policy, LT
we n8y say so, may be pursued which would be just as
effective and thersby prevent the possibility of loss or
destruction of such orliyinel records. .6 sugrest that
you follow the provision of Section 1824, lo. R.S.A. 1939,
which »orovides that conles of all paners and documents
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lawfully deposited In the o I'ice of the State Treasurer
when properly certifled to and the officlal seal affixed
thereto shall be recsived in evidence in the same nmanner
and effect as the original. Sectlon 182, supra, reads:

"Coples of all papers and documents
lawfully deposited in the office
either of the treasurer or audltor of
the state, vhen certifled by such
officer and authenticated by the seal
of office, shall be received in evidence
in the same manner and with the like effect
.as the originals.”

In view of the loregoln;; section, the furnishing of a
properly certified cony of a canceled check with official
seal aflixed. thereto to e used as evidence, will be as
effective as 1f the original check was introduced in evidence
and at the same time it would avoid the possibility of any
loss or damage of the original record on file in your office,

Therefure, we respectfully recommend that when any -
orizinal paper or document on flle In your office 1s requested
for the purpose of using same as evidence in some court in
this state, that you furnish a certified copy of same as
provided in Section 182k, lo. R.S.A. 1939.

Respectfully submitted.

AUBREY R, HAUMETT, JR.
Assistant Attorney Ceneral
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