YO.OR V Stamping of motor number on motor located
A% Wt in Bt::g gf Missouri, wh%uh mgtorthza p;e;loualy
of motor number) Dbeen installed in automoblle in state of lowa,
Eiaﬁiggﬁbered motor as-) the automoblle having subsequently been sold to
signed by state of Iowa) a Missourl dealer, and in turn sold by sald

to motor installed in dealer to a resident of Missouri not in conflict
that state, said motor with Missourl law, and upon showing of proper
now being located in evidence of assignment by proper authorities in
State of Missourl state of Iowa of sald number to the said motor,

and proper evidence of ownershlip of automobile
by present owner, certificate of registration
should be issued to sald owner by Missourl Motor
Vehicle Department.

March 3, 1949. -~ Tei1en

Honorable Ronald J, Fuller %'
Prosecuting Attorney

Phelpe County

Rolla, Miscourli

Denr 3Sir:

This will acknowledge your letter of February 10,
1949, 1in wvhich you requeet =n opinion of thiec derartment.
Your letter is as follows:

"Request an opinion from Attorney-
General Denartment on the stotus of
title to n motor vehicle.

"Facts": A local used car dezler sold to
a locel buyer, & uscd cer which the dealer
had nurchased in the 5t-te of Iowa. The
car when sold to the dea'er bore no motor
number, on the certiflicate of title, nor
on the motor itself, =nd ae re-sold to
the local purchacer in the same condition.,
Upon investigation it wos found thet the
nmotor had been repleced in Iowa, but the
number had not been ~laced on the new
motor while the cor remmined in lowa,.

The used cor dealer returned to Iowa and
obtained the motor number for the certi-
ficate of title.

"estion": May the Iove motor number be placed
on the motor whiile the cer 1g sltusted

in the State of Mlesouri without comply-

ing with the provisions of Section 2397,

R.S, 19839%"
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vie have consicdered the gueestion propounded by you
and heve taken into coneideration section 8397, R.8.A, Mo.,
19.9, which section you cited, Seild section is in nart as
follows:

"Nothing in this article shall be
congtrued to nrohibit the owvner of a
certificate »f title to a motor vehicle
heretofore lssued by the Seerstary of
State of Missourl, or hereafter iessued
by the Director of Revenue from removing
the motor engine from such motor vehicle
and renlacing same by a reconditioned .
motor or engine of the same make or mane
ufacture, and giving such repnlaced motor
or enpine the same nunber as the removed
motor or engine bore on having ssme in-
stalled,"

The remelining portion of the section cuoted is devoted
to the proscribing of the procedure to be followved in giving
the number of the old motor to the newly installed motor,.

We are of the oninlon that gald section 8397 above auoted is
not aonlicable to the facte outlined in your opinicn request
because, ag will be seen from the langucge of the statute
quoted above, the spnlicabllity of snld section is 1imited to
those owners of certificates of title vhose certificatee of
title were issued by the Becretsry of State of the State of
Micsourd, or the Director of Revenue of the S8tate of Missouri,
and do not extend to those owners vhose certificates of
title were issued by another state, as was the case with the
local dealer to vhom you refer in your letter, wvho acquired
his certificate of title in the state of Iowa,

We are of the oninion that the statute apnlicable to
your state of facts ls section 8369, R,8.A.," Mo., 1939, The
following is a quotation therefrom:

"(a) Every owner of a motor vehicle* #
which gherll be onerated or driven unon the
highways »f this state sghall * ® ® gauge
to be filed * # ® 4in the office of the com=-
missioner, an apnlication for reglstration

.
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on 2 blank to be furnlshed by the come
miggioner for that ~urpose contalning
(1) a brief descrintion of the motor
vehicle to be registered, including the
name of the manufacturer, the motor
number end character, the amount and

# # # (2) the neme, residence and busi-
nese address of the owner of such motor
vehicle; # # # (3) * @ 8

- (b) Upon the filing of such applioca-
tion, exhibition of certificate of owvner-
ghip and payment ~f the fees hereinafter
provided, the commlesioner shall assign
a number to such motor vehicle, and with-
out other exnense to the applicant chell
issie and deliver to the owner a certifi-
cate of registration in such form as the
commissioner ghall prescribe,®* * *,

Ags will be seen from the language last above quoted,
the anplication for the certificate of registration must show
the motor number, and before s=id certificate of reglstration
shell be granted, the certificate of ownershin must be ex-
hiblted to the commissioner, or representative.

Ordinarily the certificate of title of the vender would
ghow the motor number, but in the csse described by you such
certificate of title of the Missourl dealer, which was made
to him in Iowa, 414 not show the motor number for the reason
that a motor different from the motor origineslly in the anto-
moblle had been installed in sald automoblle in the state of
Iowa, which newly installed motor had no number, and for the
further reason that the matter of having a new number assigned
to sa2i1d motor by the state of Iowa had been neglected,

Your statement of facte in your oninion request ghows,
hovever, that the local dealer in your county who acquired
the automoblile in Iowa has now procured the assignment of a
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motor number to the newly installed motor in Iowa, 2nd we
aseune thet this new motor number was procured from the

Motor Vehicle Department of that state, and hae been regularly
procured in complisnce with the Iowa law.

LONCLUSION.

Under the circumstancee above outlined partly stated
by you and partly assumed by us, we are of the opinion that
it is propner for the new motor number recently assigned by
the Motor Vehicle Department of the state of Iows to be
stamped on the motor while located, 2s it now is, in this
state. VWe are of the further ovrinion thet when proper evi=-
dence of ownership by the nresent owner, together with prover
evidence of the assignment of the motor number to the motor
by the proper authorities in the state of Iowa, and slso
evidence of the presence of the assigned number on the motor
itself 1s presented to the Commissioner of Hotor Vehicles of
the State of Missourl, or his duly constituted representative,
a certificate of reglstration should be lssued to the owmer,

Respectfully submitted

' BAMUEL M, WATSON
Agslstant Attorney General
APPROVED:

30 E- T&Emii
Attorney Generasl
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