
· ELECTIONS: 
COUNTY COURTS: 
ROADS AND BRIDGES: 

Gounty Court of Andrew county may ~all a 
spe~ia1 election to in~rease rate of levy 
for not to ·exceed four year term. "Respective 
purposes" authorize such ele~tion to · be held 
for increasing tax levy for bridge purposes. 
Tax levy , under Sections 8527 and·' 8529 , Laws 
of Mo . 1945, - a uthorizes increase for only one 
year. Such ~~ectio~ provided for in Sec. 8529, 
Laws of Mo . 1 945 , may b e held in place ~r places 

Jul y 24 , 194'7 in county, designated by county 
court . 

IIonorv.ble J. \iJ. r~obm~ts 
Assi :::tant Pro5ecutine; AttoPney 

. Andrew County 
.. Savannah , J',fissouri 

J)enr Dir: 

We aro i n receipt of your letter of r•ecent date 
requesting an C?f.fi~ial opinion of t h i s department, and 
the questions t ha t you have aalted in your lett er r ead 

../ as follows: · 

"lst'z Is the County Court of A1idrew 
county aut hori zed under ~1eoti.o:n 11 of 
Article 10 of the Constitution of 
I~seol~1 to call a special election 
to te~ t t h e sense of tho yoters on a 
proposition t o -increase the annual 
rate ·of taxation on o.ll taxable :real 
estate and tangible pe r sonal property 
in the amoun~ of 35 cents on . the 
~100.00 asseqs~d valuation. for a por1od of three 'yeare~ 1947, 1 94 9 and 1949, 
.and upon a two-thirds vote or the quall­

. fled electors to· be i mpov;ered to mo.ke 
euc~ increased levee? 

"2nd.: Does t he t erm •respective pur­
poses' found in the se~ond and third 
1ine.a o r the las t parac;raph ot' said , 
!Jection 11 on page 5 4 ' r.aws of m1soouri 
1945 i nclude the •·Spec~al rlond and 
Bridge Fund' menti·oned in •>action 8520, 
Laws of Mi s s ouri 1 945 , paBo 1480 and in 
:~action 12 , Article 10 of the Consti tu­
tion? 

113rd: Does t he se~ond s entence in Section 
1 2 ~ the Constitution in con junction with 
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~)ectlon 8527 and 3529, Luws of Iillssouri 
1945, pago 1479-1480 authorize· an i'ncrease 
of levy .for more than ono yenr? 

"4th: Docs the special election provided 
fo1.., in said ;;ection 8529 have ,to be held 
at one place in the County or may the 
election be held in the usual voti~~ 
places in tho various votinr.j prec:I.ncts of 
the County?" · 

Under the provision~ of Section 11(c), Article X of the 
Constitution of IiTissouri '1945~ and Section 11046 of House 
Bill No. 77 of' the 64th General Assembly, signed Hay 19-i 1947 
by the Governor~ which bill contained an emergency clause 
and repealed and reenacted ;~>ection 11046, Laws of' Missouri 
1945, page 1'781~ but left out that part of' ::ection 11046, 
Laws of 1';!l:Jsouri 1945, which provided 11 that no county court 
shall order a rate of tax levy thut will produce mathet11at­
ically more than ten per cent in excess of t.he taxes levied 
for the previous yea1 .. , 11 the County f!ou.rt of Andrew County 
is authorized to call a special election for an increase o:r 
the annual rate oi' tateation on all taxabJ.e real estate and 
tnne;i ble per•sonal prop01•ty in an unlimited amount f'o::.• a 
poriod of not to excoed f'ou:r years, and at such election a 
two-thirds vote or those vo·~ing thereon is required to carry 
such election. 

Your second question 1nquire.a as to whether or not the 
t~rm "respective pm~oses," found in i:}e~t:lon 11 (c), Article X 
of' tho Constl tution, includes the 11 i.~pecial hoad and :ETidge 
Fund" mentioned in ~:.ection 8528, Laws of .ivfissourl l94v, page 
1480, and ;Jection 12 oi' t\.rticle X of the Constitution. 

In answer to this quost:ion we are enclosing a copy of 
an official opinion of' this J.epartmerrt l"endered under date 
of' July 16, 1947, ·to the Hox1orable 7:lm:nett L. E~artram, 
Prosecutin~j Attorney of nodaway Gounty, which .!pinion was · 
written vd th J:'eference to a county_ undep tmmship organiza­
tion. .:.rowevei,, the conclusion r•eached therein is equally 
applicable to a com1ty not under township organization. It 
will be noted that . :,ection 8534 (1939), providin,·,: for the 
county court to dete~mlno what brldces shall be-built and 
maintained by the county and by tb.e road d1str'ict and that 
the road district shall not be compelled to build bridges 
costing fifty dollars or more. and Section 8536 (1939}. 
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pr·ov:tding th:.lt t•oad districts sha11 not be r>oquired to re­
pair bridges built by t.ho county and attached to the road 
district i'or repair rrhen such repair s~1.a.ll cost more than 
fif''hy dollars, and ;;oction 8540 (1G39), providinG for pay­
ment of p:'lrt o:f the dost of brid;?;es in- the adjoining county, 
are statutes placint; tJ1e duties ree;arding the cons·truction 
of, bridGes on the coQ~ty, there£ore a tax for such purposes 
is a tax for a county purpose. Section 8527, Laws of 
Missouri .1945, pe.ce 1470, pro vi din.:::; fot· the payrnent of taxes 
arising from property not :tn a special road district; and 
20}~ of the taxes arisin;~ from property in a special road 
district to the cotmty and to be spent by the c01mty court, 
provides for• an add.i ti.onal road and bride;e tax and d·::>es not 
prohibit the levy of a tax for bridge purposes,· as a part 
of the general lovy for county purposes, 

You will note that the conclusion reached in the en~ 
closed ,opinion to · :r. :?.s.rtram holds thnt the term "county 
purposes," as used in :3ection 11 {c), Article X, o:r the 
Consti tution1 :.md ~.)ectlon 11046 of House Bill No, '77 of the 
64th General Assembly, coos not include the "r:;pecial noad 
and Brltlc;e D'Und" me:ntloned in your second question, but 
that the terra ."J?cspective purposes" does include tho bridge 
taxes that may be levied by a county collrt under its power 
to levy for "county pUl~poses." 

In answer· to your third questlon, 1NC are enclosinG 
copies of official opinions ronde;:-ed by this departm.ent to 
the Honorable 11oy G. ;Til.ler, Prosocut:ln.~; /\. ttorney of A~bster 
County, undcx• date of' ih1rch 21, l.G47, and the Honorable 
Hel .. bert ;_~. 1wown, T!ronecutinc; Attorney of (JJ.:>undy County, 
under dute of :·::arch 24, 1947, Thc:Je tao op:ln:tons hold that 
the special x•oad and briclr:;e ta.x authorized by tho second 
sentence o~ Sectlon 12 of Article X of tho Gonstitution,oi' 
Missouri, and r'le~tion 8529, Laws of tUssouri 1945, page 1400, 
authorizes an lncreane of' a ta.."{ levy for one year only. 

In answer to your fourth question. Section 652, n.0, 
Mo. 1939• provides as follows: 

"'!'hen uny subject-matter, party oJ:> person 
is described or referred to by words im­
portin~~ the singular number or the mascu"1' 
line gender, _several 1natters and persons, 
and females as well as mal·es, B.nd. bodies 
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corporate as well as individuals, shall 
be deemed to be included." 

(UnderscoPinc ours.} 

Therefore, under the provisions of t)ec·tion 652, supra, 
the_county court may designat~ the place. or plaoes, which may 
be tho usual votinc; places in the various votin;~: precincts 
of the county, w~en an election is held under the provisions 
of ~.\ection 8529 1 Laws of l.Tissouri 1945, page 1480. 

Conclusion. 

It is the opinion of th.is dcpart'o.ent -thr.t {1) the County 
Court of Andrew County is authorized, D.l'l.der ~)ection 11, 
Article X of tho Constitution of t1issou:P1, and ~Jection 11046 
of House Bill Ho. 77 of the 64th Gene:r:al Assembly, to call 

· a special election to vote on a pl"'Oposi tion to i1:1Crease the 
aJJ.nual rate of ·ta."!Cat:ton in the~ county 1'01, a p0riod of not to 
exceed,four yeal"s; that (2) the ter-.G.'l {!respective pul'poses," 
found in :Jection ll (c), .1\rti clc X of the Gonsti tution 1 of 
l':Iissouri, authorizes an elect:1.on to vote an increase in 
taxation in 1\ndrevv Co'unty for road and bridge purposes to 
an unlimited amount for a period not to exceod four years; 
that (3) the secorid sentence of ';ection 12• _ /\rticle X of the 
Constitution of l'.~issouri, and ::>ection 8529,. ·Laws of rtissouri 
1945, page 14801 authorize a levy of a tax for one yoar·only; 
and that (4) the special election provided for in Section 
8529, Laws of' l~issov.ri 1~45,- pac~c 1480, may be lteld at a 
place or places designated by the county com't, and ¥1.e county 
court may desi ::;nate the usual votin~; places in the various 
votinc; px·ectncts .o.r tho county. 

(1PPROVED; 

J •. T~. TAYLOR 
Attorney General 

CBB:ml 
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ncspectf'ully submitted, 

C. 13. BURrt'J, 3rt. 
Assistant /~ttol'ney General 


