NOTARIES PUBLIC: Jurisdiction of notaries public in the
JURISDICTION: City of 8t. Louls in adjJoining counties.
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Office of Secretary of State . |
Jefferson Clty, Missouri

Dear 8lir:

This 18 in reply to your letter of recent date wherein
ygufregueat an officlal opinion on the following statument
of facts:

"We are this date in receipt of a
letter from a Notary Publie, commis-
sloned for the Clty of St, Louls, who
desires to know 1f he changes hls
place of vresidence to 3t, Louis County,
if he wlll have the right to take
acknowledgements in the Cilty of St,
Louls, as well as St, Louils County and
&dJoining countles.

"The law makes no mention of §t, Louils
City, belng consldered as one of the
adJoining counties,"

Section 13360, R.S$. Mo, 1939, which relates to the appoint-
gegg, commission and Jurisdiction of notaries public, reads as
ollows: .

"The governor shall appoint and com-
mission in each county and incorporated
elty in this state, as occaslion may
require, & notary public or notaries
public, who may perform all the duties
of such offlce in the county for which
such notary ls appolnted and in adjoin-
ing counties, Each such notary shall
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hold offlce for four years, but no person
shall be appointed who has not attalned
the age of twenty-one years, and who is
not a citizen of the United States and of
this state, It shall be the duty of

- every such notary when he performs an
offielal act outside hls or her own coun-
ty to state in his or her certificate
that the ecounty ln which such act 1is
performed adjoins the county within and
for which he was appointed and conmls-
sloned,"

It will be noted from this sectlon that a notary publie
has Jurisdiction to perform offieclal dutles in the ¢ounty in
which he is commissioned and in the adjolning county.

Your gquestlon 1s presented on aceount of the fact that
there might be some question whether or not a notary publile
in the City of 8t. Louls could perform officlal dutles In an
adjolining ecounty because of the faet that the ity of 8t.
Louls might not be considered as an adjoining county, We
-think this question 1s solved by the provisions of 3ection
655, R.8. Mo, 1939, which relates to rules of statutory con-
struction. This sectlon reads, in part, as follows:

"The construetion of all statutes of

this state shall be by the following

addltional rules, unless such construc-

tion be plalnly repughant to the in-

tent of the leglslature, or of the

eontext of the same statutes * * % ¥

*¥ #* # nineteenth, whenever the word-

teounty! 1s used in any law, general

in its charscter to the whole state,

the same shall be construed to lnelude

the city of 8t. Louls, unless suech

construction be lneonslstent with the

evident intent of sueh law, or of some

law apecifically applicable to sugh

eity; * X ¥ ¥V

Under this construction the City of 8t. Louls would be

considered as a county under the terms of sald Section 13360,
supra.
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Conclusion,
Therefore, 1t isthe opinion of this department that a
notary public of the City of 3t. Louls would have Jurisdietion

to perform officlal duties in 8t. Louls County or any other
county adjoining the City of St. Louls,

Respectfully submitted,

TYRE W, BURTON
Assigtant Attorney General

APPROVED:

A%toiney General
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