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~eciprocity existing betwe~n the States of 
Hissouri and Minnesota. 

April 17, 1947 

Honorable ),villi am L~. Lochmoeller 
Prosecutin.~·; Attorney 
City of St. Louis 
;)t. Louis , l'!Ii s souri 

n ar Sir: 

Reference is made to your letter of recent date, request-
ing an official opinion of this office, and reading as follows: 

"A question has arisen concernin~ the re­
quirement of automotive licenses under the 
system of reciprocity mentioned in Section 
7768 of the :~rotor Vehicle Laws, as pub··· 
lished in 1940, and inasmuch as· you Hill, be 
asked for an opinion by the Merchants Trans­
fa~ Company, with offices at 327 South 
Fourth Street, 1..re think it best to communi­
cate the facts to you ancl ask that you favor 
us with the ben~fit of your assistance. 

"This concern is a Ninnesota corporation and 
has a Public Service Commission permit by vir­
tue of ·Nhlch they travel our highvmys. They 
o~erate in the City of St. Louis, at· the ad­
dress ,r:;i ven above, a terminal, and the ques­
tion at han~ has arisen by reason of the fact 
that the opE~rator of one of their trucks -v·ms 
arrested under date of FebrLary ;27, 194 7, while 
operatin.':~ one of tht':! units of the Company bear­
in~ 1947 Minnesota license plates. 

HSection 7768 establishes B. system of red.­
proci ty lp.rhich i ~,, rwwever, qualified by the 
Minnesota Statute lvhich like ours grants, 
t, - full reciprocity, exc13pt for motor ve-, 
hicles engaged in transporting persons or 
property for hire if they go beyond the cor-
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porate limits of a border municipality; 
also except trucks and tractor trailer units 
used for intra-state hauling.' 

''To reach St. Louis these trucks use a route 
which takes them down through the northern 
part of the State by vmy of r.,ventzville, 
thence to the-City, and it is my hW11ble opin­
ion that in view of the Minnesota Statute of 
Reciprocity they require Missouri plates. 
The manager of their local office, however~ 
points to that section of the Missouri Recl­
procity Statute which reads as follows: 

".'Full reciprocity as to license plates to 
all motor vehi.cles. Vehicles operated for 
hire must obtain permit from Public Service 
Comrnission, Jefferson City, Missouri'. As t 
understand it, that Section merely provides 
for a certificate of convenience and neces­
sity, but in no wise impairs the licensing 
regulations which fundamentally are designed 
to raise revenue, which in turn is apportioned 
for the nmintenance of streets s.nd highways. 
This concern operates a large number of auto­
motive units which, by reason of their size 
and tonnage, do our highways no little harm, 
and yet if their theory be correct they are 
immune from bearing their proportionate cost 
of the upkecep. . 

"This is the first instance of its kind that 
has been directed to our attention, and before 
w& cause an investig~tion to be made to de­
termine if there are others, we desire the bene­
fit of your counsel and_ guidance." 

You have referred to Section 7768 of the Iilotor Vehicle 
as being that pertinent to the matter under c'onsideration. 
note that the section numbering mentioned was that found in 
Revised Statutes of 1929~ the ~resent statute being Section 
8375, R. S. Mo. 1939. 

The section 1vhich you h::ve referred. to is known as the 
r-11 ssouri Reciprocnl Statute and reads as follows: 

' 1 A nonresident owner, except as otherwise 
herein provided, o'llmin~·~· any motor vehicle 
vJhich hDs been duly re;dstered for the cur-
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rent year in the state, country or other 
place of which the owner is a resident and 
vJhi ch at all times when operated in the 
state has displayed upon it the number 
plate or plates issued for such vehicle in 
the place of residence of such owner may 
operate or permit the operation of such ve­
hicle within this state without registering 
such vehicle or paying any fee to this state, 
provided that the provisions of this section 
shall be operative as to a velifcre-Dwned £I 
a nonresident of this State ohly to the ex­
tent that underthe laws of t e stat"9,coun­
try.or other e_lace ofresidence of such non­
res1dent owner like exemptions are grantea-
1£ vehicles regiStered under the laws of and 
owned £I residents of this state.'"fi\"Emphasis 
ours.) 

You will note that the exemption contained in the statute 
quoted is granted only to the extent that the state of d0micile 
of nonresidents grants exemption to residents of Missouri. It, 
therefore, becomes pertinent to determine what reciprocal exemp­
tions are granted residents of lVIissouri under applicable Minne­
sota statutes. 

These statutes are found as Sections 168.18 to 168.23, in­
clusive, M~innesota Statutes, 1945. 

Section 168.18 extend-s reciprocal permission to a nonresi­
dent auto owner to operate a motor vehicle upon the public high­
ways of the State of Minnesota upon such nonresident having com­
plied with the registration laws of the state of his domicile. 
Three conditions are attached to the grant of such exemption 
from the Minnesota registration laws: (1) That similar exemp­
tions and privileges are granted to motor vehicles registered 
und.er the laws of and owned by residents of Minnesota, ( 2} that 
cmy such motor vehicle, when so operated in the State of Iviinne­
sota, display all license number plates or similar insignia re­
quired by the laws of the state of domicile, and (3) that the 
nonresident motor vehicle owner first file wtth the registrar 
of motor vehicles of Minnesota a verified statement disclosing 
infon1ation relative to the ownership and description of the 
motor vehicle, tor;ether with an agreement that, by the use of 
th~ highways of the State of Minnesota, such nonresident con­
sents that service by mail, nwde in accordance with the terms of 
the statute, shall amount to personal service upon such nonresi­
dent in the event of litigation arising as a result of the op­
eration_ of such motor vehicle within the State of Minnesota. 
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Section 16a.19 authorizes the resistrar of the State of 
F~Innesota to issue to such nonresident a certificate disclos­
ing that such nonresident is entitled to operate his motor 
vehicle upon the highways of the State of Minnesota. 

Section 168.20 provides penalties for fraudulent regis­
tration. 

Section 168.21 author~zes the registrar of motor vehicles 
of the St.::1te of .Ninnesota to promulgate such rules and regu­
lations as may be reasonably necessary to carry out the provi­
sions of the act. 

Section 168.22 subordinates the reciprocity provisions of 
the Minnesota statutes to all laws, treaties, agreements and 
policies existing between Can~dian provinces and the State of 
Tli1nnesota. 

Section 168.23 contains the limitations ge~erally appli­
cable to the grant of reciprocity to nonresident ovmers. We 
deem it pertinent to set forth this section verbatim: 

11 Sections 168.18 to 168.23 shall not apply 
to H passenger motor vehicle owned by a resi­
dent of any state District of-, Columbia or 
any Canadian province temporarily residing 
in this state while regularly employed there­
in under contract for a term of six months 
or more. 

"Every non-resident, including any foreign 
corporatiOn ca.rry1na: on business excep~ as 
herein .E_rovided witflinthis state and owmng 
and overating in ~h bll'"Siiiess.afitrnotor ~­
FiiCle"Tn intrastate commerce vn. t n this 
stete snail be re~ufred to repster each such 
vehicle and §Y ~ Si?.rne tax and venart'res, 
if any, tnerefOr as is reqJfr~w1th refer­
enceto like vehiCiesowne. £l"resrcients of 
)Jinnesota:-- -

"The reciprocity privileges provided by sec­
tions 168.18 to 168.23 shall apply also to 
motor vehicles exclusively used as school 
buses and not for hire." (Emphasis ours.) 

You will note that the li:nitations found in the quoted stat­
ute, in so far as they are pertinent to the matter under discus-
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sion, do require the registrs.tion and payment of license fees 
on motor vehicles used in f.,linnesota in- intrastate commerce by 
nonresidents of that state. Therefore, under the terms of the 
l\1\issouri Reciprocity Statute, similar requirements would exist 
with respect to ntotor vehicles used in intrastat,e commerce 
within r.-tt ssouri and o~ned by residents of llf[innesota. 

Referring to your letter of in'quiry, we note that the 
Minnesota corporation mentioned therein operates a terminal 
in the City of St. Louis, and we also note a further refer­
ence to the route of the motor vehicles in and out of the City 
of St. Louis as being through the City of ';ifentzville. We are 
unable to determine from your letter of inquiry \"tihether, by 
these references, it is meant that the motor vehicles, or some 
number of them, are engaged in intrastate commerce Nithin the 
Stflte of Missouri. Such being the case, our conclusion must 
necessarily be in the alternative. 

CONCLUSION 

In the premises, \ve are of the opinion that under the 
Missouri reciprocal registration and licensing statutes, motor 
vehicles ovmed by a resident of tlle State of I.':innesota-, if used 
solely in interstate cormnerce to ancl from the Gtate of Hissouri, 
are exempt from the Ifissouri registration"and licensing laws, 
provided that such motor vehicles have been duly re~istered and 
licensed \'ri thin the State of Minnesota. 

We are further of the opinion that under the :Missouri re­
ciprocal reg'i strati on and .licensing statutes • r~10tor vehicles 
owned by a resident . :.f the Stete of I·linnesota., if used in any 
manner in intrastate commerce within the State of r!lissouri, are 
subject to the lJ11ssouri registration and .licensing laws, even 
though such motor vehicles may b~ duly registered and licensed 
under the laws of the State of Minnesota. 

AP'·ROVEJl: 

J. E. TAYLOR 
Attorney General 

\f!JFB :HR 

Respectflilly~submitted, 

WILL F. BGRHY, Jr. 
~ssistant Attorney General 


