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¥re Clifton Hurst
County Colleector
Buchanan County

2t, Joseph, liissouri

Dear S5ir;

Vie are in recelpt of your recent request for an
opinion, based on the following state of facta:

' "I would appreciate your interpretation ~
of House Bill No. 892 in regard to tho
Collector's salary.

"Sec, 2 refers to all fess, commissions
etc, Ve have two Dralnage Districts in
thls County which we have been charging,
as allowed by law, cone per cent on surw
rent and two per cent on delinguent and
a8 ]I understand the new law we will not
be allowed to retaln this fee in the
future, .

"Also in the past we have checksd lists
for the Banks and Insurance Compsnies
‘for which we made no charge, however ws
have accepted thelr checks aas donations
or gifts which I belleve is covered
under Sectlon é.

Your attsntion is called to Sections 2, 3 and 4 of
House Bill No. 892, which are as follows:

"3ection 2. The county c¢ollector, in
all countlies of the second class, shall
recelve as compensation for his servicss,
an annual salary of 25000,00, to be paid
- by the county, in twelve equal monthly
instellmenta out of the county trenlury,
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Such salary shall be in lieu of all
fees, commlssions, penaltles, charges,
and other compensation now charged,
received or allowed by virtue. of any
atatute, to any such collector as cone
penaation for his services,

"Jeetion 3, The county eolleetor, in
all counties of the second class, shall
be entitled to have and to appoint such
deputles and assistants as the county
collector, with the approval of the
county court, shall deem necessary for
the prompt and proper discharge of the
office, and such deputlies and assistants,
.80 appolnted, shall receive such salaries
as may be flxed by the county collector,
wlth the approval of the county court,
The salaries of all such deputies and .
asslstants shall be pald by the county
in the same manner as the salary of the
county collector 1s pald.

"Seotion 4, No compensation shall be
allowed or pald any such ¢ollector, his N
deputlies or asslstantse, except that and
to those herein expressly provided for,
and no amount shall be charged to the
county or drawn out of the treasury for
the services of any deputy or assistant
that shell not. be the exact amount due
8ald deputy or assistant., The eounty
collector and all his employees are here-
by forbidden, under penalty of forfelture
of office, to collect, charge or retaln,
directly or indirectly, any compensation
other than that herein allowed,"

These sections dofinitely prohibit the collector or
his deputlies in counties of the second class from charging

or retaining, directly or indirectly, any compensation for
their servlices other than the salaries provided therein,
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Conelusion, ¥

It is, therefore, the opinion of this department that
collectors or their deputies in counties of the second
class may not charge or retaln, directly or indirectly, any
fee or compensation for their services other than the annual
salary of 35,000,00 for the collector and the salary for ‘the
deputy as fixed by the collector, The penalty for retaining
any other fee or compensation is forfelture of office.

Respectfully submitted,

W. BRADY DUNCAN
Assistant Attorney General
APPROVED: '

@

T TAYLOR
Attorney General
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