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SCHOOLS: Countyvcour%fwhere indigent parents reside must fur-
‘ nish expenses of child in School for the Deaf.
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Honorable Louis {olte, Compbtroller
City of i3t. Louls

Department of Finunce

st. Louls, Hissourl

Doear 3ir:

We are in recolph of your reyuest for an ofrficial opin~
ion from thig office on tne followiliny juestion:

"L would eppreciate an opinlon frow you
on the regponsibility of a County wiich
has sent a citild to the ochool for tae
Deal wud latewr, the child's parvents change
thelr residency within the sState of bis~
~gouri., Woes the originsl comuitting County
Cagswre continuous responsibvility rfor the
teaching oi the child regardless of change
of resideucy oi the parents in Mlggouri,
assuiiing ol course Gthat the purents cannQtb
pay for tihs cure &nd teaching."

srticle 25, Chapter 72, i, . 10, 1969, provides ror the
education of blind and deaf peisons who are residents of this
gstate, :

section 10854 of swsld srticle regyuires the parents or
other persons having custody or control of deaf children be-
tween tlie ages ol six and seventeen years to causse such cihile-
dren to attend r.gularly sone recognized school I'or the deafl.

section 10856, it., 5. o, 1959, provides lor the payment
of the expenses oi such education where the parents or guard-
ians of the children referred to in the previous paragraph are
unable to pay for their educubion, Thut sectlon is as follows:

"uhenever, upon petition of any person, and
gutiaglfactory evidence adduced to the county
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court of this stute thut there is a blind
or dsail person residing in any county, i
aitd such person is entitled to the advan-~
tages of the illssouri school for the blind
or thie isiissouri school for the dewl, and
the parents or guardians of guch persons
are unable to pay the expenges ol such per-
gon at his proper school, the county couxrt
shall order him or hexr seut to the proper
school, at the expense of the county for
hig clothing and traveling cxpenses,”

While the lunsuuge in the above section is somewhat in-
definite in that it refers to "the county court orf this state"
and a "deaf person residing in any county,"™ it is obvious fronm
a considoeration of the entire gectlon thut it was intended
that the county court or the county in which the individual
involved has his residence nas the lepul duty of sending a
deal’ person within the statutory age limits to the Missouri
school forr the eal.

Further confirmation of thls view muy be obtuined by a
consideration o Sectlon 10861 of the same .rticle pertaining
to schools tor the blind and deaf. That section requires
that money to assigt blind students be paid cut ol the general
revenue runds upon an zccount verified by the president of the
institution, "accompanied by a certiricate from the county of

which seid blind pupils are residents."

In your reguest you ask whether the clhiunge of residence
of the parents oi a deal child of the preper school age, and
the expense of whose education must De borne by < county court,
affects the 1liability of the county court of the ori;inal county
of residence Ifor such educational expense.

There are numerous decisions ol the courts of this state
in which the uestion of the residence of a minor 1s involved

~and, without exception, these have followed the rulc set forth

in Leocy v, Willlens, 27 Mo, 280, 1. c. 232:

"iierularly, the domicile of the parents 1s
that of their children, und whilst the mother
was & resldent of Cwsdaxr county, a curator for
her cuildren could not be eppointed by the
County vourt of Polk county. Thls is the only
saf'e rule, and the only one thut will prevent
confusion and conilict in the sdministration
of the estateg oi minovrs."




-Honorable Louls Nolte -

[&N

48 stuted in tuae above guotation, ¢ variunce frowm this
rule would result in endless confusion in the aduwinistiation
of the affalrs of the various countles by the county courts.

COCTLUSION

it is, LheAGLOLG, the copclusion of this oifice that the
‘county court of tlhe county ol which & deaf child of an age at
wiiich he 1g s ubdect to compulsory school attendance laws is a
resident is reguired to furnish the necessary expeunses of sald

" child at the Migsourl :chool for the Deal, where the parents

of such child gre finuncially unable to furnish such expenses,

“and 1t 1g our Tuither concluslon that the regldence of suech

child 1s the residence of his parents,

Respeetrfully submitted,

ROBSRT L. HYDuR. '
Agslstant Attorney General

APPROVED:

3;0 IR T.A.YLO](
Attorney Gunerol
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