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Levying of taxes by directors of school districts and 
the right of the county court to amend such levies 
when such court is making the levy of taxes on rail­
roads and other carriers for the rolling stock, road 
bed and movable property of such carriers. 
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This is to Peply to yours of l'ocont date \'Jheroin you 
submitted tho following 1,oquest 101~ nn oi'.ficial opinion from 
this department: 

11 I enclose ha:eewl th u copy of a lot tor 
from tho Chicago, Durlington L O,uincy ~ 
,.;.ailroad to i:ir. A. ?!I. Justice, one of 
the" throe county Jw.ges in on.r c u1..u.1ty, 
rolativo to lev;{ of school tmr.os. The 
lette1• is self·o~cplanutor~T· 'i'ho rail­
road is sayinc; that: 1. A school 
district doos not llavo any right to 
lovy an amount f'Ol1 school pu.I'rmaes in 
oxcoos of that uhich vlill be necoosary 
to rniso onouch rcvonuo for the'up-koop 
and. oporo.tion .of the school in any pnr-
:ticular d.ist:rict i'Ol" tho yoa1 ... for v.fh.ioh 
the 1ov:;r is mado. In othel1 WOl"c.o, thoy · 
aro ad-opting tho position thnt the 
ochoo1· district cannot m.alw n l,lV"J which 
will not only opornte tho school but 
1.'7111 leave, in addition Jclwroto, a s'UJ';'-
plus. 

"Pofnt two raisod by them is that if it 
be found that levies made in districts 
of countlos 0.1.,0 more than is noodoc1 to 
tal~e ca.I'O of anticipated ll:'~ponse£", in the 
various districts, indiviclua.lly, does the 
County Court then have tho power to l..,e­
duce tho rate of loV'iJ for school· pl.n'posos ?" 
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Section 1034'7, n. ~). IIo. 103'0, which r:o.o repealed 
nnd J:oonnctod by tho G3Pd ConoJ:>o..l ·.somnbly in ~;onuto Dill 
l.o. ;zos, Uf.J))rovoCl m2 J"ntmn:e~r ;~s, 1946, nnc.l_ rihlch ~~ono.to Lill 
:c·uln tos to the lovyin~: of school k~xno b:,' r"ds h'ict 1Joal"ds, 
rondo as follovs: 

"1ho ~onrd of diractoru of each school 
c1lstrlct oJ1ull, on or ·haforo tho fiftaonth 
cln;-,• of L:.ny of onch ;rm.u·, l'cn>rinl,d to tho 
Cou.nty 0upol,intondent· of ~.lchoolo an osti­
~aa to of tho o.:monnt of money to bo raised 
by ta.."Cation for tlio onsninc school y\lar', 
ancl tl~.o ruto r•oquLeod to pl'ocluco said 
£1.rr1mmt, specifyinr; b;T ·funds tho ma01mt 
and 1,ate nocosso.r"Jr to cuntni:n tho school 
02 schools of tho distl''ict for tho time 
required by law or uuthorizod by tho 
qualified votors of tho district, to 
moot principnl ancl lntorost payments on 
tho boncl.od c1obt of tho dis t1,lc t, and to 
provide such func1s an nay have boon 
onlorod by tl1El qual if lod votOl'S of tho 
c:tlstrict for othol'"' logltinmte d.lstl'ict 
purpose a, inclucll~1r; tho pln'chaso of 
cchool build inc; o i teE1, l:m.yinD; Ol' o:r."oct­
lnr~ r.;chool bv.lldlnr:::;, repair in:: and fur­
nish in:~ L.U ell Vuilcl.i:n..c;s, and provldl:nc 
fo()·:: 'tJ.l····i ci n·oo ·1.cros n Y"'iJ<1n·111'·· s·:-,..,of-l•··lS I! 

0..: • - 1..~.) ~ t. .,__ - ---· - '·· ... _; Uo.~- d~ ... 

It nill l1o notod thnt this sc1ctlon :L.>oqulnJG tllG board 
of directors of tllo school dlstrict to fol'\JUl'C~ thoil1 ootimatos 
and. ratos to thu county sul)Ol'ln.tondont of' schools. Under <J oc tion 
J.0612, H. :.:~.· Llo. 1939, Jclw (l._l~cim:> of t:tw count-y supcn•:'Lntondont 
of schoolB, rd'l:h l'Gspoet to such of3t1r,mtor\ [UJ.t: PD..t0o, m'u us 
follows: 

"-;:- -::- ·:~ ho ohull l'Ocoivo, o.nc:i., if rrropc:.el~/ 
uo.c1c, approvo ootiuo.too Hl'ld ornuJol't;_t:lon 
lis to anct turn DOJJ() ovcJr to tho c otmt:y· 
clo1~1: .. ~:-. .;. ~}n 

'.':llilc yuul' .;Lotto~~, cJooc not lndicnto Villntl.w:e or not tho 
os tian tos nnO. ra tor; woro cuhJi tt· 'd to tho county uuporintondont 
of ochools nn(l. WOl'O o.r;; ,povcc1 b;;r him, :l.'o~L~ tllo ]Jlll'poso of this oytn­
ion wo will assmw that tho Ci,.-.'ficinlu- c! .. :ld porfOl''d tlwso dut:i.os. 
In ~n C. J. ;·,., par~o ?DD, ;~;oe. l~G, tho }Jl'inc lplo a}Jplicul)lc in 
such cases is stated as folloDs: 
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nrn tho absence of uviclonce to the con­
trary, the1~e is alvmys a presumption 
that official acts, including minlstoPial 
acts, or duties have_ been propo1.,ly por­
formed1 and ln so:rrlO states this pl1 GS1..U:lp­

tion is oxprossly pPoscribed by statute. 
Stated ln anoth011 vm.y, it is 1 as e. 
general J•ule, prenmnod thut o. ·public 
oi'ficlal pr•operly and roc;ularl-:;,;- dischnrgos 
his dutios 1 Ol' pa2fo:L~li13 nets l'oqulrod by 
lavr, in nocorc1anco witll tho law nnd the 
authol"ity coni'el .. !',Jd on him, .;~ .;:. ~~u 

In Hater.Lilall v. Ch:tcn.go DPidgo c~ Il"O!l ',ol'"'lCS I 41 8. VI. 
(2d) 575, the court, in lll'Yc'l:rtnc; thG i'ulo. as to tho iilorlnuon 1 s 
Compensation Col;wdssion, mudo this statement (1. c. 578): 

11 S o far as tho roc ord shows the ~~o was 
no irreGularity in the proceedings. 
Irr•oe;ulurl ty ca~uot bo prosmnocl. The 
presUinption is to tlw contre.ry, to wit, 
that public o.fflcinls have propcn"'ly 
performed thoil' C:lutios. ·::· -l<- -11--11 

r!ith this p:eesmrlr>tion in mind v;o nw:s· asstune that the 
board of directors of tho ~various districts foPwRrdod their 
ostlme.tes and ratos to the cotU1.t~r superintendent of schools 
and that he recelved thoso ostimatos and J:•atos, .found that they 
wore proporly. made anCI. appl~ovod them a.nc:, tu..rnod them. ovar to 
the cotmty clerk. 

' 

Ci:han tm.de1~ ~~action 10395, H. 0. ?:Io. '1009, which was. 
l''Opea.led nnd roona.cted without any chmv·;e as to tho duties of 
the county clollk, tJ:t"GJ1 l'OSp3ct to tlw quost:to:r1 lwro involvod, 
by s~id ~ennte Bill No. 208, it is.provided ns follows: 

11 0n l~ocEllpt of tho osti:m.a:tes of tho 
vnrious districts, the county clorl: 
shall pi'ocood to nssoss tho ru.no1.l..7lt so 
returnod on all taxable proporty, ronl 
and personal, in oach district, as 
s~1oW11 by tho last m1m.1i::tl ussossmont f'or 
state and co1.mty purpo::>os, includinc~ all 
statonwr~s of norchants in ouch district 
of' tho amotmt of r;oods, wm:.1 0:J ::met mo:rchun­
dise ovmed 1Jy thom ancl tn.1'Cablo fol'' s to. te 
and count·y purposos.; Pl'ovidod, tho levy 
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thus extended shall not exceed in 
any ono year• the f ollowinr; l,& tes on 
the hrmdPad dollars o.sseB8od valua ... 
tion; ~:· i:- *" 

Tho first pa1 ... t of you..r I'ec,uest involves the question 
of whether or not a board of directors of a. school district 
nu1.:r make a levy which will br•ine in more taxes than' are needed 
for tho district to oporute on for tho cur1•ont yoar, 

·In treating a question similar to the ono hera under 
consideration, tho Missouri Sup:tJome Cov..rt, Division One, in the 
case of Pope v,. Lockhart et al.,, 252 s., w. 375, 3'76, said: 

"The statuto (section 11142, H. s .. 
1919) raakea 1 t tlio duty of tho school 
boar(l to make the estimate of the 
funds neceoaary to suatnin thril school 
in its district apn state the ruuount 
and the rate required to raise it~ 
Soetion 11183, H. S,. 1919, maims it the 
duty of the cotmty clerk 'on receipt 
of the estimate 7~ -~:· * to assess the 
a.>uount so l'etlu"'nod on all to.xa1)le prop­
erty, ·l:· ~:- *' Gxcept he shall not exceed 
stated limits which do not affect the 
question ln this case. Tho v;ithdrawa1 
and correction of the mutila.tad esti-
mate was lawful. State ex rel. v. Phipps, 
148 I,Io. loc. cit. 36 • · 37 • 49 f~~ • 1p • 865. 
It is clear. that the Legislature comrnit~ 
ted to the school board the duty to make 
the estin~t~s for the year, and that tha 
board kept its estimate well within the 
lav1ful limits of the leV"J constitutionally 
authorized by tho voters. Tho courts nre 
not exprenaly eiven authority to revise 
the Bsti1natos of tho board, and will not 
arrogate to themselves such power mei•ely 
because it may be thought the levy l'Ocom­
mendod will raise a sum in excesc of the 
needs of the fund fo1• which the levy is 
made, nor yet because there may be some 
evidence tending to show an intent to di­
vert the money, after its collection, to 
andther pv.rpose, since this can be dealt 
v1i th when such o.tterapt at di vors ion is 
tllad.El • C • C • C • t~ S t • L. Hy. Co. v. 
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People, 208 Ill, lac. cit. 11, 12, 
69 1J. :G, 832, an.d cases cited; l IIi0h 
on Injtmc tions (4th Ji:c1.) Cec. 5 12:4, 
pp. 517-519, 1rho pOWEll' Given the board 
is 'highly diocretionary' and logisla .. 
tive in nattwo,n 

In the case of' Li]·ona v. School District of Joplin, 
2?8 S, W, 74, a taypayer attempted to enjoin the colloction of 
a school tax levied for the payment of building and 1"~6pnirs 
and for a sinking fund, contondinc; that tho J.evy f01"' tho build• 
ing and ropaiPs v1as in excaso of tho constitutional limit and 
thut the lovy fo1.., the ainldng fund was in excess of tho sum 
noeded for the curl"ent' year,· In apaaldnc of the levy in excess 
of tlle nm.ount needed fo:P tho sinking fv.nd fm:..., tho current year 1 
tho court said (1, c, 77): 

«* * * The lovy for interest, ns we 
have already remtal'ked, appeal'S to be 
moi'G than sufficient to pay the anr~ua.l 
:tnte:rlest, but that fact, with the s.llo­
gation that there is an intent to di­
vePt some of tho ftmd whon received, did 
not avoid tho lev~r no1~ war:c·ant injunction 
against tho colloction of those trL"'r.es • 
Upon the si tuntion thus pi•osontoc.1 1 the 
holding of thio eli vis ion of th1:{! cov.J:>t 
in Popo V. Lock.hnl't, 299 I·.-1o. 141, 252 
r• 11[ "'75 , i . . i..l.. " " .><.tl ~~·. ,, • ;:) , S appos uS, ..,,. · . .- .,, 

And in cons iderin,?: the powerB and dutios of the county 
court in rospoct to lovios of school taxos, tho [:;prinr:;field 
Court of Appoala in the case of State ex rol. Chadnick Uonsol, 
School Dist·. v. Jackson, 8'1: f:.1. W, U,:d) 988, snicl (l. c. 989-990): 

"* ;e. * In so far aa the mal~in•· of levies 
for school districts is involvnd, the 
county court hns boen civen no supePvisory 
powers whatever. .8stima.tes for sinkinG 
fund and interest on bonded indebtedness 
of any distr.ict D..l'O made by tho school 
board of' such district. Sections 9203, 
9204, H, s. No. 1929 {Mo. :Jt, Ann. Sacs. 
9203, 9204, PP• 7076, 7077). Upon rocaipt 
of such estimates it becomes the duty of 

_the county clerl: to make the o.ssensmant 
against the taxable pi'operty lying -within 
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the d:i.stPict, ii:' vrithln tho lh1.it::~ 
lll~·osc1:•ibGcl by lnvr. ~-~action 92Gl, E. 
:·~ IIo. 102\J (no. Ut. Ann. C.oc. D2Gl# 
p, ?lOD). 1110 !)OO.l'd of dii'octors in 
thia cnso mrt6n m1 os tlmn te of ~35 cents 
on tho ~-;100 vo.l ua t ion f OJ.1 o inldng fmld 
nnd n similnr t1.noru.Tt fol' intol'ost. 
Such uf.:l tihl£t to \'ll18 within tho cons ti tu­
tional and. stntutory llnit. It io ti'ue· 
that nt .tho timo tho ostim.a.te was maclo 
the1;o appool"S to hctvo boon on hnnd suf'­
f ic iont i'tmds bolon.~·ilnc; to tho d:!.s tr>lct 
to havo rHtil'•tx1 all ontstnndinc; bondo. 
It vn:t:::1 upon such otato of f'nctn tl.10 
c ovnty cotu"'t a ttomptod to quaDh tho 
levy nnd ordo11 tho com1.ty colloc tor not 
to colloc t tho all·.Jeou illognl lo'vy. 
Thoro is no statutory authority for 
such pr•ocodU1'0 or o:><:.o:ecisG of ,iULllclal 
por.'OJ."' by n co1..mt~r r.ourt. In fnct, no 
CO'L!.l"'t ia (;ivon statutory pmmr to l"OViSO 
an os timn to of' 8. nchool lJo[n,cl uhon with­
in tho legal linl tn nlloviaCl b;:r lHw. -:<- -ii-11 

'Ilw :i.'oroc;qlnr; cc•EJOD 0.oo.l t •:11 til tb.u quos t ion of tho 
authority of tho uotmty cot.U1 t to roviso an ostL;Lnte and lovy 
nw.do OJ n boar(t of O.iroctox'3 of n school district. In nll of 
thos o casos tllo lovioB wore mnc!o for locnl tm~os •. IIowovor 1 
oach of tho casoc hold to tho of'?uct tho.t it rosts within tho 
s m.:md disci'otlon of ·tho 1Joart)_ of' dir JC tors as to how nuch tholr 
esth;m.to will be and what 1.:T1oir lov:,• will bo nnd that no court 
is givon st_ntutory pov:or to 2oviso o.n ostirm.to of n school 
boa:pd v.Jhon- within tho le,cnl l:lmlts allor1oc1 by lnw. 

In tho lov~Tin.'; of ri. to.x on tho l'Otld ,Jud, Pollinr; stools: 
CI.J.;.c:i movn·rjlo px'opcr·ty of PD.:!.lPonli.s o.:.:>. othor cru~:ei::;po, tho pm!Ol"S 

nncl dv.tlos of tho county coUl1 t v;itll l'os:ooct to Duch lovioo nl'O 

C:di'feront, Soction ll2CO, F.;;,,. I!o,. 1939_, Pol.::ttiD~: to those 
c;ut ios, V10.8 PopoaloC:L and Poonac toc1 ·b:y tJw 63rc1. C'ono1~n1 Ansor11bly 
ln }iOUSG GOi:lilittoo ~;·u!Jstit"t.ltO :!.'OI' :tonco IHJ.l iTo. ~j~')[)_, avn'OVOc.l. 

Docenrbor 13, 1845, one; b;y- ~~octlon lf3 tllOI'oof lt in pPoviO.od in 
part as follows: 

tt-r,1 0.,... qto· ··o 11 r~··-Jo--·o· 'J·" ] •"v·,:in': "'Cl'lOOl t..,., .. O"' J. J." t.J... ..:. ·~-t. :_- '··' \_ J. - ·~· tt) ~-.!...,.(_~ fJ (_.!,.....:~ • .1~, 

and tnxos :Co:e tl::.o c:r:)ctlon of nublic 
bu:tldings, ami for othel" purpos os, in· the 
several cmmties o:C this stuto, on tho 
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Poadbed., rollin;~ stoclc anc!. movable 
propcn'"'t:y of x•nill~oadn in this stato, 
tl1o sevol"nl county coul~ts. shall fl.scn;,:•­
tnin from the retLU~ns in the offico of 
tho cou.nty clo1•k the avOl.'aco rata of' 
tru::at1on lovieo. fOl" school purposes, 
and also tho avorac;o rate of tn::mtion . 
levied foP the Ol"octio:n of public build­
incs, and for other purposea, each aep­
o.I•ntoly., by tl:l.G sovorul local school 
\Joards or :·uthoritlos of' the several 
scJ:mol dio trio ts th1•onchout the county • 
Such nv0rage 11atc f'oJ:> school purpooos 
shall be ascortninGd by adding to[~ether 
the local rates of the several school 
districts LJ the county nnc1 by dividlnc 
the nnm thus o1)talnod by the wholo nur.rt-. 
bnr of districts loV.finr; a tnx fo1 .. school 
purposes, ancl shall cause to be cha:L""•ged 
to said railroad compnnios taxes for 
school purposes at said a.vcn~age rato on 
the fJl~opor>tionato value of. said ratlrmtd 
propo~cty so coPtii'lod to tho coLmty court 
by tho St!lte Tax Comrn;tosion, under tho 
provisions of this article, and the said 
clerk shall a.ppoi>tion tho said ta.:;cos f'or 
school purposes, so levied s.nd collected, 
amonG all tho school districts in his 
county, in prop01~t1on to the enumeration 
rotm~ns of sa1.!"1 districts. -~:- 1: ~~-'' 

In tllG cnse of ~·,tate ox 1•el. v. Hcr.mibnl a.nd. st • J. 
n. H .• Co., 135 l.To. 618, tl:.o cov.rt, in construinc:; the statute 
of 1889, which contained tho sv.me provisions as to the levying 
of school tax.es on raij.roads aa does the said Section l8.t supra, 
said, 1. c. 628: 

nBy that statuto oxprGss power is given 
to the co1..mty coul't, and to tho connty 
cotwt alone, to lovy such ta.xos on rnil­
roacl. property, lJoth local and distrib­
utable, and the nJ.annor is pl~CJscribod in 
which that powor shnll be exercised (sees. 
7731, '7732): o.nd tmt'll the county court 
ll..as mnde such lovy., the clerk has no power 
to oxtond. such truces upon the, tax books 
ae;ainst the property of the railroad com­
pany ( sec • 77 33) • -lt· -;~o ;,.n 
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Ancl. in cUoctw::Jinr; 'Glw ouJsl-;J.o!: o:L tho duties of tho cotmt;r 
court undor t-;his suction, tJw cunrt :-Jaid, 1. c. G30: 

11 J.'l:J.L:.: stntu.to soo,n:J to bo ;cu.ocoptF:ilo 
of but Oi.lO C c;>i1::3 ·l:;I'UC tl 011, f'.l1cL tllo. t ifJ 
that tlw. val.w of ·uw r'ou .. iJod and roll­
irl(~ otocl:: anC:l. ot~wr movnl:llo pr•opo:~t:/ of 
tho I'alll,oncl c Oiil~)nn;y sJ.w.ll 1:;o tm::.ocl fol' 
sclwol j)U::c"poscs c. t tlw o.vm.~ago ro.to, 
and that tax bo distributed to tho sovoral 
school c.·:_is~L-r:lcts of t!1o cmmty, nnCL that 
the 1Juilcllnr.::s on tho I'lc;llt of vm~r shull bo 
ta:;wd [.tt the l"a.to tlla t ot:.10I' :n'UIJ'.H't;'/ is 
taxod 1;, tllG G.istrict in whlch sncj1 1mlld­
inr,·s aro s itua"co, nnC:r thHt such to.x ElJJ.o.ll 
. .,o' 'to "'·Llc· ;·1 ci ·1 n tr·i ·· t 11 
LJ '-' "'---~ __ .._.. ..L.V • 

In t!.lo cc.so oi' : tuco o:.;: 2ol. Lnno v. 'l1J:1o Hannibal ('; 
:·.-;-. J·-. i"v. Co., 110 .. ·.·_() .• c:r:-:tc, ,.,,.71 ~·he· O'"'l'!''G. ·il·-, (,' ·r·ql;·i"l'' o~· -J~lle ........ u .. Lu _ t--'--''-"'' ,,..J, u,_ .. Jt..~- _...._·--'.,_.~~ ...... ,.--l;_ 1 ..... ~ 

pr•oc.:du:Po of tlJo c'Ju.nt~' C<JU:-ct, :tn ;.lnl;:ln;>; tllo;:.;o ~);:;~:cnm:ronts, uaid: 

11 ·::" ·::· 1} It rms ·i.;ho cJ. u t;'/ of tho c o:.·n ty 
coru::•t to ascertain tho o.voro.;;o 1•ato of 
ta::~ntion fm, nchool j_;urpoDo;:; anc~ build·· 
in.r_,; pm>pooos fron tlw o:i.':Clclnl rott1.rno 
of tho local school 1JOaPdD filucJ. ':Ji tJ1 
·'·'·lc·' ~olmt" cl,.,.,,,,. ·"· ~~ _,,_~, 
l.J.L-J l_; J • .. ,.~.,..:_t..l u "" n 

'l1ll.in otator.10nt woulC. in(dcato that tho cotmty couPtD 
ElUS t U:JO tho S tntouont of cClKJ G8 tlnmtmJ Qi1J.:i I'U tOG filod by tho 
coLmty clerks to o.scorto.in. -~:.~o nvGrar;('l :;:o.te. of nsoo::Jsr10nt. 

I_,rou all o:l:' the Cf',:JOC l.t!::.ich rw lwvo cltod heroin lt 
SO:JlllD that so lon.:'; nn tho boards of diruetors of tl:!.o school dio­
trlcts stay \"Jithln. tho constitutional [met otntntol"';'{ lin:tts in 
Flt1.1·~-rnr.··. tlle'l·r•· 0"Jti"'1at;on 'l.r1(l :t'•lt;C".' J.._,OP t1"1C' ''Jl'.,..,110"'0 o-r· lPV, 'iyinr,, t'l'"'"'S 1 ,....l,,.l.. '--' ..!...- ~ • .!..._.(.: '-' L- .. '-~ )~_... - -.1 J_·&...l..-..:__ l..-1 ~- .. ,.J ·t:.;J- L..1:).V' 

tlwt tho county courtEJ vioulc:l 1Jo l"'oquirocl to uso thoso osthmtos 
nnc1 ratos for tho [>nrj_)O:JO of Ci.I'l1 ivin:·; o.t tho uvcn'nr-;•J rato to 1Jo 
loviod and asso::~scH.l ngainnt rail:coo.c:ln o.nc1 othOI1 cci.:c:r•lcPs. ·~>inco 
tbJ po··:eps e.n.:. dntloo of c -jlffit;',Y c cw.l"tq o.nd boo.rdr~ c:2 O.ii•oc tor>IJ 
of school cl.ist:L•:i..cts [U'G pl.1.Pol:1 r; tnt<.',tOPY, thon t~l';'J cfln porforu 
only such ftmction~J a.s D.PO ~ll"OSC:L";ibod by s tntuto. 

On tho nuootlon of t:w uutho:L"i t;_r of t!l'.J county cOln~t 
to D.Elond or l'OiJlso thot~o cuti.uat:.1:.J· ox:c"l lovios, r!u :CincJ. that n 
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statute was enacted .in 1933, Laws of l'1o., 1933, page 424, 
Scc~ion 11118, R, :J. r.1o. 1939, which might have r:;iven county 
courts authoritil to revise estimates and levies such us are 
unuer consideration here, This law was enacted following 
the decisions in tho cases which laid dovm the rule that 
colmty courts could not revise estimates and levies of boards 
of directors of school districts, However, the 63t.!'d General 
Assembly by House Comraittee f.Jubstitute for House Bill No. 537, 
approved December 5~ 1945, repealed said Section 11118, n, s. 
1939, and there does not seem to bo any authority now for a 
county court to change tho assessment of an e.ssessine; body. 
That being the case, the c01mty court would be bound by tha 
principles announced in the earlier cases, that is, that the 
estimates and rates submitted by th~ bo!\rds of directors of 
school diet:r-icts may not be rovised ol"' amended by the county 
cou.r.t, 

Conclusion 

From the foro13oing it is tho opinion of this depa.rt­
_!ent that the ostlma.tes and rates for the pt+rpose of levying 
ta..~eg-, to operate schools, lies within the sound discretion of 
ooards of directors of the school districts and that the county 
courts do not have any authority to rovise such estimates of 
the amount needed for taxes and the rates mllde by the directors 
even though the tax derived by such estilllates and rates will 
exceed the amount actually needed by the district for the cur­
rent year's expenses. 

~·e arc further of the opinion that county courts, in 
making the .assessments and levies of taxes fol"' school purposes 
against the roa.clbed, rollinr; stock and movable propoPty of · 
railroads and· othel' carl~iers which are similarly taxed, must 
use the estimates o.nd ratos submitted by the directors of the 
school districts of the counties as o. basis for determining the 
averac;e rate to be levied agninst such carriers and that the · 
county court does not ha.vo any authority to Povise Ol' change 
the estimates and rates so sumbitted • 

APPIWVED: 
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