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Lear Sird

™is will acknowledge rceelpt of your letter reoyuesting an:
officlal opinion whilch roads:

s

"the State Toard of Chiropody wishes for you to
#lve an oplnion on the followlng questiont

"At an officlal meetlny of the State Roard of
Chiropody which was held at Jefferson Clty,
Ho. on Septenber 15, 1946, vr. Um. J, Potter
appeared before the Dogrd ssklay if he could
uake the c¢hiropody bK“WlﬂStiOh at the noxt
Poard mseting.

"Dr. Potter was graduasted at the Illinols

College of Chlropody in 1938, IIi1s coursa

conslsted of three wyoorsa. He took the

Kansas Board In 1938 and precticed in

Kaasas vntll Aprll of 1942 when he ontored

the Mavy and was discherged in April 1946

with a rank of Senior Lisutenant. In the

swmer of 1l¢45, he took the oxamination 1in

North Carolinae. 7The State of Kansas does

not have o reciprcelty law and Horth

Carolina refuse$ to roclprocate with

Missourl, At the time that Ur. Pobtter was

graduated, the law 1n iissourl roquired only

two yoars, of chiropody collsge, The State

Board of Chiropody wishes to glve the .exam= : -
ination to Dr. Potter, bhut we hosltate to =
zive 1t to him dnasmuch as the law now statos .

four yours. \

"I shall suvpreclste your opinion upon this
matter."
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The only questlon involved 1s whether or not Lr. Potter
possesses the nscessary qualifications to take the examinatlon
given by the State Board of Chlropodys o

Section 9798 of Senate Bill No. 433, which became effective
July 1, 1946, and whlch 1s incorporated in the Missourl Resvised
statutes Aunotated as Section 9798, provides for the necessary
qualificstions for applicaents in order to take the chiropody
examination given by the State Board of Chiropody, and in part,
readst. > : :

"Qualifications-~educational requirementss=-
foew=examination==certificate-~admission
without exeminstion

"Any person desiring to practice chiropody
in this state, shall furnish the State Board
of Chiropody with satisfactory proof that
he or she 1s twenty -one years of age or
over, and of good moral character, and a
citizen of the United States, and that he
or she has received at lesst four years
of high school traeining, or the equivalent
thereof, as determined by the board, and
"has recelved a dlploma or certliflcate of
graduation from a reputaeble school of
chiropody conferring the degree of Ds S.
C. (doctor of surglcal chiropody) and
recognlized and approved by the State
Board of Chiropody, having a minimum
requirement of three scholastlc years
and one year in en accredited college, or
four years 1ln a recognlzed and reputable
chiropody college. Upon payment of a fee
of thirty-five dollars ($35.00) to the
Director of Revenue, and masking satlis-
factory proof as aforesald, the appllcant
shall be examined by the State Board of
Chiropody, or a committee thereof, under
such rules and regulations as saild board
may determine, and 1f found qualified,
shall be licensed to practice chiropody
and reglstered, and shall recelve 1n
testimony thereof & certificate signed
by the president and secrotary of the
board g 3% ¢ #¥

An examination of thé'above'section discloses that thsere are
five qualiflcations that the appllicant must possess 1n order %o
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take the exqmination:

l., He must be at least twenty-one years of
. B0 e

2. He must be of good moral character., .

3« He must be a citlizen of the United States.

4, He must have had four years of high school
or the equivalent thereof,

5, He must have recelved a diploms or a
certificate of graduatlion from a reputable
school of chiropody conferring the degres
of doctor of surglecal chiropody and rec-~
ognized and approved by the State Board
of Chiropody having a minimum requirsment
of three scholastlc yecrs and one year 1in
an accredited college, or four years 1ln a
recognlzed and reputable chiropody college.

It is the fifth qualificatlon with which we are primerlily
concerned in the case at hand as we assume that the applicant
possesses the other four qualifications. After & careful study
we are of the opinion that the fifth gualification actually in-
cludes two yualifications or recqguirements in the alternative, and
the possession of elther, by the applicant, would be sufflcient,
We construe the filfth qualification to mean that 1f the applicent
has rccelved a diploma or certlflcate of graduatlon from a rep-
utable school of chiropody, which 1s recognized end approved by
the Board and which confers the degree of doctor of surglcal
chiropody and has a minimum requirement of thres scholastic
years and one year of college, 1t would be sufficient, or, if
the applicant has recolved four years of study and training in
a recognized and roputable chiropody college it would be suffe-
iclent. The use of the word "or" after the word "college" and
before the word "four" is as a disjunctive and serves to separate
one requirement from the other, thus denoting an alternative and
i1f the applicant possessed either requirement contained in the
fifth quelification 1t would suffice.

In the case of Dodd v. Independence Stove and Furnace Co.,
330 Mo. 662, 51 5. We(2d) 114, the following was sald regarding
the use of the word "or", at S. W.(2d) 118:

W 4 3. % #While the word 'or'! may sometimes
be so used, its ordinary use is as a dls=-
junctive 'that marks an alternative penerally
corresponding to "elither," as "elther this
‘or that,"! % % #"
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In the case at hand you state that the applicantlwas graduated
from the Illinois College of Chiropody and that his course conslsted

of three yesrs, This indicates that the Illinois College of Chir-

opody required at least three scholastic years to finlsh the course
in chiropody. It is also probable that that school required  a
cortuin amount of academlec college study before students cou.d be
admitted to study chiropody. If 1t required at least one year of

college work in an accredited college before a person could be

admitted to study chiropody it would fulfill the statutory minimum
requirement of three scholastic years and one year in an accredited
college as set forth in the fifth qualification of Sectlon 9798,
supra. _ i :

CONCLUSION

. It is, therefore, the opinion of this department that if Dr.
Potter has received a diploma or certificate of graduation from a
school of chiropody conferring the degree of doctor of surglcal
chiropody which is reglstered and approved by the Board and which
hed a minimum requirement of at least three scholastic years and
one year in an accredlted college, he would be eligible to take
the exsminatlon, provided he possesses the other gualification
set forth in Section 9798 of Senate Bill No. 433, Missourl Revised
Statutes, Annotated.

Respectfully submitted,

APPROVED?:
» RICHARD Fo THOMPSON
Assistant Attorney General

Je e TAYLOR
Attorney Geneoral
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