
.,CHIHOJ;ODY: 
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·k r!ei'~tif'i ea te to practice chiropody-' i c3 sued by the State 
Board of Health is valid. Licensee, now a resident of 
Missouri, is entitiled to a certificate for ensuing year 
upon makin['; proper applicat:ton and payine the roquired 
fee. 

Aucust 30, 1946 Fl LED 

3 
Dl•, L. 1-~.. Hansen, D. s. c. 
702 :Jhukert Building 
Kensus City, Missouri 

Dear :Jir: 
I 

Receipt is acknowledged uf ;y-om, letter requesting an official 
opinion which reads as follov1s: 

"Enclosed you Ydll find n reciprocity app
lication i'or chiropody of Mtu:mel 0ar11 Kal:;n 
and a. lottel" from tho ~.)tate r~edicol Doard 
of Ohio. 

"Soon after the :Jtnte Board of Chiropody 
was formed after July 1, 1946, I received 
a lettei' f1•om Uanuel :.:~ma Kahn stuting 
that his name hns been misspelleq on his 
license, and Rslc:ed the Bourd to issue him 
a new one. , Upon investigation, you viill 
notice that the 8tato DoarQ of Health 11as 
never approved or si[,ned his application 
for rec1.procity. You will also notic~ 
1n t;he letter from the State i'!led.iclo.l 
Dourd of the state of Ohio that they have 
not entm:•ed into recipPocul rolations v1i th 
the linli ted practictioners. of chiropody • 
and that in our law,, ·we can re ci pro co. te 
only 1vi th tl10se who reciprocate with us. 

"I should like to get your opinion as to 
YJhat action the Boe.rd should ta.ke upon this 
mattor. 11 

An exam.ination of the enclosed applicn tion subrHi tted by I'ir. 
Kahn discloses that a certificate to practice chiropody in this 
stato was issued to him on Januv.ry 21, 19'4G, vJhlcl1 o.ppurontly is 
the one that has his name misopelled. ~r:n.e fnct; thut the certif
icate was lssued indice.tes that i'ilr. Kahn's Hpplication vms . 
p!'Ollerl:y· e~u1minod and o.pproved by the Utato Board of Health, and 
the orrdssion of the elate of approval Hnd sigm,_turo of tho i:',,.)cretary 
of tho Bonrd v10uld not :l.n i ts(;}lf' be BO vi tal as to render the cer
tificate issued invalid. ',('e therefore muot cletor:mine v1hothor or 



not the certificate which he now holds is invalid for some other 
roason.-

VJhen the certificate was issued tho State Boord of Health '.vas 
governed by the provisions,relating to admission of persons from 
other states to practice chiropody in this state, appearing in 
Section 9798 1 Laws of Missouri 1943, page 582 which, in pai't, Iiro
videea 

"* i~ ~·Provided, that the ~tate hoard of 
health may, underregulations established 
by the board, admit without examination 
legally qualified practitioners of chir• 
opody who ho.ld certificates to practice 
chiropody in any state or territory of 
the United States or the District of 
Columbia with equal educational require• 
mente to the state of Missouri and that 
extend like prlvilee;ss to legally.qualified 
prac'ti tioners from this state upon the 
applicant paying to the state boe~d of 
health a fee of fifty dolla.rs(~P50.00) •" 

In reading the above section we ascertain that three require• 
ments had to be :met boforo the .~~tE\te Board of Health could axer• 
cise its discretion to awnit a nonresident applicant to practice 
chiropody in this ste.te without requiring him to taka an exrunino.tion. 

He had to hold a certificate to practice in the state 1 terr• 
itory or District of Columbia from which he sought admission, such 
state, territory or District of Columbia had to have educational 
requiremonts equal to tho&e of the state of Missouri and that state, 
territory or District of Colmnbia had to extend like privileges o.f 
reciprocity to qualified practitioners from this state. 

U!r Kuhn's application shows that he held a certificate to 
practice chiropod~,r in the State of Ohio grunted by tho, Ohio 3tate 
Medical Donrd. 

~actions 1274-5 and 1270 of 11lwockmor.ton's Ohio Code Anno"cated 
provides for the educational·qualifications necessary to procure 
a certificate as a limited llractitioner, which includes chil"•opodists, 
and such que.lifications were equal to the educational r•equirementa 
of this state at th0 thne the State Bov.1•d of Health lusned a cer
tificate to practice to Mr. Kahn. 

In determining whether or not tho state of,Ohlo extended re• 
ciproci ty prlvilee;es to chi:Popodists of this state whon the cer
tificate in question was issued, we ac;ain must look to the Ohio 
Statutes. Section 1274-1, 1.i.1hrockmorton' a Ohio Code Anno to. ted 



_) 

Dr. L. A" Hansen, D.s.c. Pe.ge 3 

uefines limited branches of medicine to include chiropody, Soc• 
tion 1274•4 of the Ohio Code provides when the State Medical 
Board may dispense with the sxamine.tion of' applicants for limit-
ed certifice.tes and ronda an follows:: · 

"When board may dispense with examination•
The state Medical Board may dispense with the 
examination of applicants for such limi te.d 
certificates upon the same recLprocal terms 
and conditions with respect to such limited 
branches as are provided in Section 1282 of 
the General· Code with respect to physicians 
und surge.one generall;Y• tt 

Reference is made in the above section to Section 1282 which 
read~, in part, as follows• 

"Admission of physicians, surgeons, ostE:lo .. 
pe.thio physicians end surgeons, and osteo
paths, of other stntee; fee for registration.-
\Vhen a physician1 or surgeon licensed by the 
liceneing·department of another state, a 
territory or the District of Columbia, or e. 
diplomate of·the national board of. medical 
examiners or the nati<mal board of examiners 
,for osteopathic physicians and his profession, 
the state medice.l board may., in its discretion, 
issue to him a certificate to practice medicine 
or surgery.; osteopathic medicine and surgery, 
or osteopathy in Ohio without requiring the 
applicant to submit to ~xamination, * * *" 

Under the abov.a sections a practitioner of chiropody in 
Missouri, possessing the necessary qualifications., could be ad
mitted to practice in Ohio without first takine an exrunination. 
However, the· ad!nission of' an applicant is clearly left up to the 
discretion of t;he Ohio State M~dic&l Board. Such was the law 
when tho Mi ssou.ri Sta. te Board of Health- issued a cert,ificate to 
IVlr. Kalm in Jnnua.ry of this year, 

Although the letter ·which you have enclosed from the Ohl o 
State Medical Board strongly indicates that that Board· would not 
extend rociproclty privileges to practitioners of chiropody in this 
state now, there is nothing conclu.sive to show tlw.t they would not 
have done so at the time a certificate was issued to Mr.- Kahn, 111ha 
Ohio laws permitted them to do so and apparently the MissolJ.Pi 0to.te 
Board of Hoalth had not been informed that reciprocity privileges 
would not; be extended to MissoU!'i practitioners. ~Chorefol"e,. it. is 
our notion that there is no legal basis upon which t0 queation the 



.. 

Dr. L~ A. Hansen, D.s.c. P8.P'G 4 
• ~j 

validity of the certificate iDsued by the Missouri 0to.t;e Boo.rd of 
Health to the licensee on Jv.nu.ary 21, 1946. Howevor, if the Ohio 
State Medical Board chooses to cleny·roclproclty privileges now or 
in tho future to chiropodists of this state the Missouri State 
Board of Chiropody could n"bt extend such privileges to practitioners 
in Ohio who may seek admission to practice in this sto.te. 

We therefore conclude that rh:>. Kahn is now a. resident of 
Missou;ri end is practicing chiropody in the City of nt. Louis under 
a valid certificate. 

Section 9798a of Senate Bil~ No. 433 in part provides: 

nBvery person duly licensed to· practice 
chiropody in this state shall, on or before 
the 31st day of October in the yea:r in which 
this act becomes effective and annually on 
or before the 31st day of October of each 
year theree~tar, apply to the State Boa~d 
of Chiropody for a certificate of registJ•ation 
.t!or the ensuing year .. which application shall 
be made on a form to be furnished by the 
board,. * ;~o *" 

"'* ~f- *The State Board of Chiropody shall on or 
before the let day of October in each year 
mail to each person licensed to praotico chir
opody in th:ts state ut the last known offio~ , 
or residence address of such perf.lon a blank 
form for application or registration. ·l~ -:f-" 

Soction 9798b of .Senate Bill No. 433 in part provides: 

"Upon due e.pplication thorefor and upon sub-. 
mission by such person of evidence satisfac
tory to the State Board of Ch:tropody that such 
person is licensed to practice chiropody in 
this state, and upon the payment of thG fees. 
required to be paid ~y this act~ the State 
Board of, Chiropody she.ll issue to ouch v.pp• 
licant a certificate of registration under 
the seal of said board1 which certificate 
shall recite that the parson thoroin no.med 
is duly registered for the yoo.r specified. * ~~- -;jfotl 

Tho fe.ct that the licensee's name is mispellod would uot rGquire 
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the Board to issue a new license. We believe that the proper pro
cedure would be to send the licensee a blank form for registration 
on or before October 1, 1946, so that he may apply for a certificate 
o:f registration on or before October 31 1 H~46, for the ensuing year. 
Such is the procedure prescribed in Section 9798a supra. V~1en the 
licensee submits the application in proper form and pays the required 
fee a certificate of registration for the ensuing year should be 
issued to him as provided ,in Section 9798b supra. 

APPROVED I 

tT • E. TAYLOR 
Attorney General 

RFTamw 

Respectfully submitted, 

RICHARD P. r.rHOTilPSON 
Jl_ssistant Attorney Genere.l 


