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SCJIOOLS: f'.E: -The Washington Technical 'school of St .. Louis, 1tlc;. 
ANt; STATE: 

r• -··-~. J' 
ln Ol:Jeratine; a barber school is subject to the.provision~ 
of Sec. 10134 1 R. s. Mo. 1939. The Board of Barber Ex­
aminers is authorized to refuse permission t.o take ba~ber 
examinations to persons who have not graduated from a 
licensed barber college, if said persons are attempting 
to qualify under the provision of Section 10133, R. S. 

Mo. 19391 that they have attend-
July 5, 1946 ed a properly appointed and con­

ducted barber school for a cer­
tain length of time. 

lWr. J. c. Green, 
Secretary 
State Board of Barber ~xaminers 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear :Mr. Green 1 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of Ju~1e 27 1 
1946, in which ~rou request an opinion of this depurtmont as 
follovwrs: 

/ 

"Section 10134 of the Revised Statutps of 
Missouri, provides for the license and reG­
ulation of Burber schools and colleges in 
this state. Washington '.Pochnical school 
of St. Louis, Missouri, is operating a 
Barber school. r.rhis school has one instruct­
or and ten students. This school is oporated 
as a colored school. This school does not 
have an;y·license as a be.rber school, altho 
the instructor does havo nn inst1•uctors 
license. 

"Will you ploase o.dvise our board if this 
school is subject to the provisions of the 
above mei.ttiorwd section; and if our boHrd is 
justified in refusing e;raduates of said 
school perHtlilslon to take the barber examination." 

In ;your lottor you refnr to Section 10134, n. ~3. hio. 1939 1 re­
qv.ostinr; us to advise whetl:tor the Flashington Tochnienl School of 
L;t. J.A>uis, rUssouri, is sv:bject to the provisions of' that section. 
Section 10134, supra, roads as follows: 

"Nothing in this clJ.apter shall. Pl'Ohibi t any 
parson from sol'Ving as an avprcnti co in se.id 
troe.de unclor liconse issued by the bonrd under 
a bnrber authorized to pro.ctico in tho :::m:nw, 
tmder this chD.ptor, nor from servin;:; ns a 
student in any school or collo~e for t0achin~ 
said traJ.e u.ndol" the instruction of a qualified 
barber: Provided, that in no barber shop shall 
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there ·be more than one appPentice to two 
barbers authorized under this chapter to 
practice said occupation; but all barber . 

_shops having but one chair shall be entit;Led 
to one apprenticeJ that all barber schools 
and colleges shall have not less than one 
teacher or instructor for every· ten students: 
Provided., that all barbers, or barber schools 
or colieges, who shall take an apprentice or 
student, ahall iwnediately file with said 
board the name and age of each of such apprentice 
or students, and the said board shall cause 
the same to oe entered in a register kept for . 

· ' that purpose; for which rezistration a fee of 
:N.ve dollars shall be paid to the treasurer of 
the board by such apprentice or student2 ~­
vided, that any firm, corporation or poroon, 
desiring to conduct a barber school.or college 
in this state, shall first secure'from said 
board a permit to do so, and shall keep the 
same prominently displayed. For such permit 
there shall be paid to and collected by said. 
board an annual fee of one hundred dollars to 
be paid on or before January 31st or each year& 
Provided further, that said board shall have 
the right to pass upon the qualifications, 
appointments, and course of study in said 

· college Ol' barber shops where apprentices are 
taught the occupation of barbering; and pro­
vided further, that said board sha

1
11have the 

right and powel" to revoke tho cortifi ca te, 
permit or license of any such barber school 
or college, inst1~uctor or teacher therein or 
instructor in e.n;y· barber shop, for any violation 
of the provisions of this section. R. s. 1929 1 
Sec. 13259.. Hoenacted, Laws 1937, p. 186," 

By its terms, this noction applies to all barber schools in 
this state, Thoro is no exception contained in that section or 

... 

in Chapter 67, H. S. Mo. 1939, which rela tea to tho ~)tn te .Bonrd of 
Barber :u;xaminers, that exempts any barber school or colle[SB what­
soevflr. We think, tho1•of'ore,. that Section 10134, supra, applies to 
the 1Jhwhington 'rechnlcal :Jchool of St. Louis, T;iissouri. 

Tho ansvvol'\ to tllG quontion which you raised reco.rdins your 
justification in refusing e;raduutes of this school pormission to 
to.ke tho barber examination depends upon a construction of ~)ection 
10133, R. s. Mo. 1939 1 ~d~h r~ads as follows: 

"Any porson not following thG occupation of 
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barbering at the time this chapt~r goes into 
operation, desiring to obtain a qualified 
corti:f'iqate of said occupation iri this stute, 
shall make application to said board therefor 
and shall pay to the treasurer of said board 
an examination fee of ten dollars, and shall 
present himself at the next reGular meeting of 
the board, for examination of applicants, 
whereupon said board shall proceed to examine 
such person, and, being satisfied thnt lie is 
above the age of nineteen years• of good moral , 
character, free from contagious or infectious 
diseases, has either studied the trade for two 
yenrs as a registered apprentice, under a qual­
ified t:md practicing barber, or studied the 
trade for at least 1000 hours over a period 
of not less than six months in a properly app­
ointed and conducted barber school .under the 
direct supervision of an instructor, who is 
licensed as such.by the State Barber Board of 
MlssouriJ and an additional eightee~ months ' 
as a registered apprentice under a qualified. 
and practicing barber, or practi~ed ~he trade 
in another state for at least two years and 
is possessed of requisite skill in ,said trade 
to properly perform all the duties thereof; 
including his ability in the preparation of 
the tools. shaving, haircutting and all of ~he 
duties and services incident thereto and is 
possessed of sufficient knowledge concerning 
the comraon diseases of the face D.nd skin 
to avoid tho aggravation and sprGading there-
of in the practice of said trade, shall 

\ 

enter his nmne in tho register hereinafter 
provided for, and shall issue to hint a certificate 
of registration, authorizing him to practice said 
trade in this state: Provided, that whenever it 
appears that an applicant has acquired his know­
ledge of said trade in a barber school or ,college, 
the board shall be judges of whether said borber 
school or college is properly appointed and con­
ducted and under proper instructions to give suf• 
ficlent training in said trade. Any person desir• 
ing to teach barbering in this state in a barber 
school, college or barber shop must first make 
application to appear before said board for an 
examination as a teacher or instructor in said 
occupation and shall pay to the troasurer of said 
boe.rd an examination fee of ~,:25.00., whereupon said 
qoard shall proceed to exmnine such applicant and 
after finding that he is duly qualified 

... . .. 
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to teach said oc.cupation. said board shall 
issue to him a certificate of' registration 
entitling him to teach barbering in this 
state, subject to all the provisions of 
this chapter." 

s·ection 101331 supra. sets out the qualifications which shall 
be se.tisfi~d by the applicant for a barber t a license, one of ·which 
:ts that the applicant shall have studied the tl"ade·for two years 
as a registered apprentice of a qualified and practicing barber. 
or that he shall have studied the trade for at least one thousand 
hours over a period of not less than six months in a "properly 
apppinted and conducted barber schooln under the direct supervision 
of an instructor who is a licensed barber, From your letter we 
assume that the applicants from the Washington Teolmical School 
are able to satisfy the requirements set out in Section 101331 
supra, in all respects with the possible exception that they do 
not came from a school .which would properly accredit them to 
take the examination. The question, ·therefore, is whether the 
Washington Technical School is a .properly accredited school, 
This• in turn, depends upon the meaning of the words "properly 
appointed and conducted barber school"• 

Section 10134 requires that barber schools and colleges be 
licensed and properly conducted. It places the supervision of 
the conduct and the appointments of the schools within th.e dis• 
cretion of the Board. Statutes in pari materia must be construed 
together.· Their provisions must be harmonized, if possible,. 'so 
as to accomplish the legislature's central idea and intent. Hull 
v, Baumann, 1:31 s. w. (2d) 721, 345 Mo. l59J State ex rel. Lefholz, 
95 S. W" ( 2d) 1239, 231 Mo. App. 870 • 

Th~ words of Section 10133, supra,could refer only to the 
colleges controlled arl.d licensed by the Board under Section 10134, 
supra. Those complying wi tl:J. tho terms of Section 10134, supra, 
are the only ones which could. be "properly appointed and con<;iucted" 
according to the 1\lissouri statuto a • 

This interp1•etation is in accord with the general intention of 
the Legislature as indicated by these twosections of the statute, 
i. e., that all barber schools v1ere to be licensed and designated 
as such by the Board and t;hat all barbers that wore licensed were 
to meet high qualifications ·with regard to their trade. This strict 
supervision of the ba:L.,ber ti•ade vtas the purpose of the statutes 
dealing v1ith this subject. State ex rel. Allen v. Davis (1938 
:Mo. App.) 119 s. V'l.(2d) 8<lA.:. To hold that students who had grad­
uated from a school vrhich had not met tho roquirom0nts of the 
statute. relating to barb or schools ancl collec;es could be perm.i t;ted 
to practice their trade in l'Ussouri would be to defeat the reg­
ulatory purpose of' the statutes. 

l 
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It is, therefore, the opinion of this department that, (1) 
Section 10134, R •• s. Mo. 1939, is applicable to the Washington 
Teclmical School of Missouri in so far a.s it is operating a barber 
school. (2) The State Board of Barber Examiners ls justified in 
refusing graduates of the Barber School of Washington Technical 
School of st. LQuia, Missouri, the permission to take the barber 
examination!' 

APPROVED I 

J. E. TAYLOR 
Attorney General 

SNC:ntw 

Respectfully submitted, 

• 
SMITH N. CROWE, JR. 
Assistant Attorney General 


