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» - SCHOOLS: Blind ¢ must attend the ;ssourl School for
, ~ the Bl i roper local edugedipn is not provided.

Hon, liobert i, 4h Superilitendent

raﬂsourl Jehool 1 ind

38615 Magnoliu .ven
3t., Louis 10, .iisg
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We are iun oelpt ol your rejuest foxr an oplunlon, dated
Octobor 1%, L1945, in which you present the following yuestions:

\

Gon the purents of o blind cinild of the
age of celeven years be compolled to place
seld eiiild in the propexr educatlonal ine-
stitution, wind what ofiicers have the re-
sponsibillity ol seein;; bhwt scid chilld is
placed in school ii his pervents fall to
couply with the low?

Is thoro ony way 1n which the abtendance
orlicorg wiwy bo coutb LHHOUJlj udviged of
tie locublon ol sueh childy

Jectbiou 10587, K. i, dio, 1939, requires tiwt all ehll-
dren between th: ages of soven sud Yourteen yeury attend some
duy school or Dbe nrovidea with homo Ingtruction, with the

further provigsion that o child betweon the ages off fourteen
and sixtecn years mvgh avtend some day school 1 not engaged
in gowe uvseiul euployucnt. Certoaln exceptions to the law are
‘enumerated. secbion 10587 1s ug {ollowet

"uvery parent, guardisn or other person in
this uubtu noving charse, control o cug-
tody or u ¢hild betweon bho agses of seven
cud fourteen yeurs shull cuuss such child
to atbend rejularly sowe day scliool, publie,
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private, parochiul or parish, not less
thian the entire time the school) wihich suld
cliild attends is in session, or shall pro=-
vide such child «t home with such regular
daily instructlon during the usual hours
as shall, in the judguwent of a court of
competent jurisdiction, be substantlally
-equivalent at least to the lnstruetion
given thie children of like age at suid day
sehool in the locality in wailech suid ehild
resides; and every parent or person in
this stute having charze, control or cus-
body of a child between the ages of Ifour-
teen and gixteen years, wio is not asctually
and regularly and leawfully enpugoed for ab
least six hours each day in some useful
euployment or service, shull cuuse suld
child to attend regsularly some day school
g8 aforesaid: Provided, that a child be=-
tween the ages aforesaic liay be excuged
bemporurily from complying with the provie
sions of this sectioun, in whole or in part,
if it be showi to the sabtisiaction of the
attendance oificer, or il lie doclines to
excusc, to the satisiaction of & court of
conpetent jurisdiction, thut sald child is
mentally or physically incapecitated to at-
tend school for the whole period reguired,
or wny opurt btiereof, or bthat seid child hos
completed the common school course ag pro~
gseiribed by constitutea authority, o its
equivalent, and s recelved v certiiicate
of graduatlon tucrelrom.”

g8 Lo physically

jde

Section 10688, R, . Ho. 1909, uppl
handicapped children, and is as follows:

Wihe ioregoing scotlon shull apply Lo feeble-~
minded, deai, blind and crippled childreen
where specilzl classes are provided fox them
28 direeted in sections 10451, 1046852 and
10356, ®. 5, 1999t Provided, sowever, thab
the parent, ~usrdian or other parson in this
state naving charge, control or custody of
such feeble-minded, deai, blind and crvippled
children for whom speciul classes are pro-
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vided, muy provide such child at home with
such regular duily instruction during the
usual hours as shall, in the Jjudgment of a
court of competent jurigdiction, be sub-
gtunticlly equivalent at least to the in-
struction given the chilldren of like develop=-
ment in such speciul classes,'

Jection 10351, &, o, Mo. 1239, rererred to in the above
stotute, provides for instruction ii « special class Tor groups
of' ten or more blind, deal, or crippled children in any school
district, with cducation covering all clewentury school grades,

Section 104528, 4. 2, LMo. 18 09 provides thut two or more
school districts e y cusbine to Obtubllsh such spaclal classes,
but concludes as follows:

w ¥ % * Proyided, the puplls cunnot be ac~-
commodated 1n tle approprldte state insti~
“tution established, "

It appecrs thot 10 tlicere are fewer than ten blind or

deaf children within sny school district, seld children must

attend the proper state educutionzl institutlons, unless they
fall within the exceptiong sct out above lu dscetions 10587 and
10588. .

Artiele 25, Chiapter 7@, Re 3o 0. 1939, provides for the
establishuent of the .dssourl Sclool for the Blind ab ub- Louis
and the Wipsourli chool sor the Peal ot iultou. Uunder Sectlon
10853 of szid orbticle, wll bliod wnd deaf persons uundeir twenbye
one years of sge, or wmulteble mental and physical cupacity, wio
are resideuts of This state, muy be adsdtted to the appropriate
gechool., IT the resources of any such person, or hls parents,
are insdeguate, thou tiec cowunby court wust 0¢au such person
sent to the proper school ot tiic expense of the couwty, under

=

Section 10856,

With refcerence to your ilngulry coucerain: the proper of=-
Ticer to colpe 2l wtbenlonce of chulldren who wre e¢lisible for
t.ie lMilsgouri wehool for the Llind, Lecetlow LOGLY, . Z. M0
1958, provides that tho county superintendent o gchools in
each county shall act vs school attendunce oificer for said
county, witlh the specific directlon thaut suld officer shall act
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in the event a speclal altendauce oificer is got provided by
the board ol education.

Under Sectlon 10530, i, &, ilos 1949, iun counties have-
ing wore than 200,000 inhabitunts and less than 550,000 in-
habitunts, the oountj superintendent of schools shull select
a school atbendance oiflcor rov tite county.

Jection 10694, R, 2. 110+ 1959, is the general statute
for the enforcement 0i compulsory school dttendance, and 1s
a.3 LOllOWb’

"1t shall be the duty of the Suate super-
intendent ol schools, of superintendents orf
instruction, oif boards ol educatioun in this
gtute, oif bthe county superintenGents of
schools, of the county superintendents of
public weliare, and of eovery school attend-
ance uiud probation oi'ficer, to enforce all
laws rslating bo compulsory school atlend-
ance,"

As to youwr thisd que stion, that of wscewbuining con-
tinuously the address ol Gty blind ciilld of school age 1ln the
sbube, we Know ol 1O wuy iu witlein thst way be doncz, exeepb
that Section 10545, i, 5, o, 1959, f;vaueg for a census oI
the school clilldresn bobween bthe wges of six and twenbty years,
between the thirbietii duy of Aprll and the {liteenth day of
iay of each year. This census ls delivered to the county
superintendent ol schools, snd forwarded by him to the county
clerk of each county, and the nemes of blliid children of school
sro must be cerbtiified (o the supervintendent ol the School for
tie Blind in ste Louls., ‘Whe pevtiuent port of tuat section 1s
as rollows:

now AR R g vounty Ulerk of cuoch county
shall certily * * * to the superintendent

oif the oschool For bhe 3lind in b, Louls
the names of blind persons of school wze in
his county, =ziving name, age, sex end color,
end the nwie and postolfice address ol pul-
Cent o guardlan ol suel pergous., ¢

2

Summaerizing the above, blind children of the proper school
age are subject to the general compulsory school wttendance laws,
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with the usuul ssceptions for home linsgtruction aud physical
disabilitics. :

The stute superintendent oi schools cnd the county
superintendcent ol schools, bhowrd of gducation, probatlon or
attendance orficer concerned, ure churged with the cnforce-
ment of the compulsory schicol atbendunce laws.

_ The county clerk or eachi county must certiiy to the
superintendent or tue lilssouwri school for the 5lind at
Ste Louls the nawes of blind persons of school age within
ais county, us ruraished hiw by the county superinbtendent of
8cil00ls each year, )

Hespectfully subuitted,
ROBLT L. 1D
sssistant Lttorney General

AVPPROVED:

Je Gs TAYLOW
Attorney General
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