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Deur 8i:r: 

~Je o.l'0. in. ~:eoeipt o:i' your re>1ues'i:, for u.ll opinion, tlnted 
Octo1J0r 1·:1, lSJ.-:.!:5, in iiJhloh :t·ou p;cesent the :Collo1dne:; 'luestions: 

Oun the pu.ronts of u blind child of the 
at;o ol ol•::::vou years be comp8lled to place 
B::.·.iu. cidlo. in the propel· edu.outional in­
st.lt;ution, <J.liU ·,.:ha.t oi'f':tcers h.:1ve the re­
sporw11Jil1 ty oi.' see inc thut so.id. child is 
pluued in ~chool if his parents ~ail to 
eOlilply \d t:i1 tho lu.wr/ 

LJ t1wJ.'O any V.'··-W ill \'Jhich the uttenC:l:::mce 
O.!.'i'iom.·s JiLt:!i bo co.ntinu.ously u.dvlsed of 
tl~ loeution or such chilQ~ 

;Jcc·tioH 1058'7, :t~. ;j. :,'!fo, l93!J, re(1u:b:es that~ all chil­
dren bot11een tJ.l,:: ac,es of sovon t:HH1 fom:teen yuu:cs c1.ttend some 
duy school o:c ho 2L tnr:lde(, vt1'Ll1 11on1u :!not:nwtion, ·with the 
fu1·tlwr :pruv hd.w1. t.h<i~t , ; cldld bc:tr;(:cn the Ete;es of fourteen 
awl Gixteon years ElU.Qt• u.t.tmu·j r:::ome do.y schuol if not engar;ed 
in DOi!l.O useful e.dploylilent. 0ortcdn exceptions to the law are 
enwnerated. Section l05G'l L:; ns :Collovm~ 

u;~V0J.'Y purent, ~.:;uurdiml· OI' other peraon in 
this st;Jto 11cvinc~ ch.:::LJ.'c;o, control or·- cn.s ... 
tody of u cldld tutrJeOli. t; \10 :.'.l~~es of' seven 
c.wl .touJ:.•teen y-elil.'s uh:.tll cutuJu fJUCh cllilll 
to c.:.ttond l'GCUlL.lrly· 001!16 ucy school, public, 
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private • :parooldo.l Ol' .Parish, not lGsS 
th<:Hi the a.nth•e tLac tlle school wldoh said 
oliild attends is in session, O:i." shall pro­
vide such child ~'"t holile with such regular 
daily instruction durinr; the usuul hours 
as shall, in tlle judt;lu<?nt of a court of 
COlllpetent jurisdiction, be substantially 

·equivalent; at lGast to ·!ihe instruction 
given tile cldldron oi' like age at so.iu <lay 
school in the locality in which suid child 
.resides; :J.nd every parent or person in 
this state huvinc; charc;e, control or cus­
tody of' a child bt3tween the ages of tour­
teen t-J.nd sixter..m ~rears, t>'ho is not actually 
and .recularly i..tlld l&.wfully e!li:'.:ae;ed. for at 
least six hours euoll d.ay in some.useful · 
employment or s•n·vice, shull ouuse suid 
child to attend re:~;ularl~r some day sonool 
as afores<:du: J?l~ovided; th.at a ollild be• 
tween the uges aforesaic:1 llli:.i.Y be excused 
·bempor::,rily from c omplyinc \vi th tho provi­
sions of thi~ section, in ~1ole o~ in part, 
if it be shown to the ~utisfaotion of the 
uttendunce officer, or i1' he doolines to 
excuse, to tlw satisfuotion ol' u court ot 
compotent juris(liction, thut s:.:.dd. child is 
mentally or physically· i.ncapa.ci tuted to at­
tend school i'or 'Glle ·whole period .:ceq.uirect; 
or a.ny pu.rt t!1ereof', o:c tll:_it s<:dd child has 
com_pleted the common school course us pre-
8C·r·ibud by constituteQ authority~ 01: its 
equivalent,, c.md hus received u certificate 
o:C craduation •(;lwrofro.m. H 

Section 10588; R. s. Do. 1969, upplies to pJ1ysically 
handicapped ohildren, and is ns f'ollows: 

n'rlle l'oref~oinc; sGctioH sllE1ll apl)ly to feeblo­
m:lnded, deaf, blind anct Cl:ipplec1 cL.ildJ:<en 
wlwre speciul classes a:re 11roviued for tllem 
as directed in secti.ons 10~51, 10~52 und 
10356, H. ;. l931J: h:ovil~oc~-' iJowevo:r:, tllat 
the parent, ::Ttt=:rdi<;tn OI' other :person in this 
stu.te havi.nc; cho.r:e:;e, control o:c au:.;touy of' 
such fe,eble•minded, deaf, blind and. crippled 
ohildren for whom special olnsses are pro-
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vided., ;l!u_y provide ;jUch child ut 11om.e with 
ouch re:.::;ulo..r cL.:.dly instruction du:ring tile 
usual hours as shull, in tlle ju'4;m.ent or u 
court of competent jurisdiction, be sub­
stt.::..nt iu.lly e<1ui valent at loa at to the in­
structiou t.:;i ven tile cllildron of like clevelop­
w:mt iu such spcoiul clauses. u 

;Jection 10351, H,. ,.; •. J:'lo. lGJ~, :col'Ol'reu to in the above 
stu.tu.tet provides for instru.otion i:.:1 u. special class· for r:;roups 
of ten Ol' .r:wre bli.nu, deaf, o:c Ol'ilJpled children in any school 
district, 1.li th od.uca'Lion covtn·inc all olelllentm·~· school crudes • 

.Section 10352, ,:~. :::.:. Ivio. lCJ09, lJl'OviU.t~s th<.~.t two or .1uore 
school districts .may coJ.;.bine to ost0.blish such spacial classes, 
but concludes as follows: 

" * * * Proviued., the pupils cannot ba ac­
conlillodated In the appropriate state insti­
tution established.. " 

It. ap})e&rs that if tlwre ru.·e rev1er thau ton blind or 
deaf children Hi thin .::::..ny school uistrict, saic1 ollildren must 
attend the proper st.Jto oducu.tiont<l institutions, unless they 
fall within the cxco:ptimw sot out a1Jove in .:Jections 10587 and 
10588. 

Article 2~), Ulu1~ter 72, H. 8. :ulo. 1939, p:t'ovides for the 
establi sl.uuent ol.' ·tlle 1.lissotu·i 0clwol i'or tlw Dlind at .Jt. Louis 
and th.e ~~.Jissouri .3olwol i'o:c t.l.le Deuf' nt l:'ulton. Umier sect.l.on 
10853 of s2.id ~.rt.iclo, ~11 l>li:nu ~cncl des.1~ pc:esons UI.i.liel' ·!Jwenty­
ono years of' o.c;e, oi' c;Lli tc.,ble ments.J. and plws.ical OG.paci ty, who 
are residents oi' this st;o.te, .rri::,:y bo atl11J. tted to the ap~p:ropriate 
school. I:L the resoUJ .. 'ces of e.ny such :person, or· his parents, 
ar0 inadequate, thol.i. t::w o ulm't;y· court 111U.DG Ol'do:r::· such pel~ son 
sent to the pror>er .'3chool ,_~t tho c:z:pcnse ol' the c.:ounty, l.lllder 
Section 10856. 

With roi.'m:en.ce to your· inq_uiry c.:o11o e;cninr;; the proper ot­
ficer to co1apcl <cLt'telld.Grwe oi' cldld.:cen ~·;ho u·e ~.;.:l:L~~;ible for 
t.~e I/i.i.ssouri .Jclwol .l o:t t:w LiliuJ., :.,jeutloL l05C!J, lt. ,J. :,i.o. 
1939, )!J..'OVi<les that ·L;l1.0 cou.;;rLy .supOJ::intendont or' ::;(;lwols in 
each county shall act \...S school w.ttenduncc oi'f'icer for said 
county, wi tll the specific a.il:eotlon that ouid officer shall act 

I 
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in the event u spuoial uttendunc~ officer is not l)l'OV1ded by 
the bourd. u1' aclucatlon. 

Under aeotion 10590, 4t • J. ~.To. 1909, iu counties hav­
inc nora than 200,000 i1ti1al>itw1ts and less than j50,000 in­
htlbi tants, tlw county superintendoat of schools shall select 
a sollool ut·tendance oi'.t' ioo1· lo:.v tile county. 

section 10594, I{. d. Ho .. 1939, is the general statute 
fo.1.' t.lle enforcement o:f compulsory school attendance, e.nd is 
as follows: 

11 It shall bo tile duty of' the sJGute supel~­
intendent of schools, of superintendents of 
ins·truotion, oi' l>oa.L~ds ol' educatioll in this 
stute, o.C ·tll~ county sup~rintendents of 
schools, of the county superintendenta or 
public welj:'ar0, and o1' every school attend­
ance uHd pJ.·o·bution o:i.'ficor, ·to enforce all 
laws ralatinc to coru.pulsory school atte:nd­
an.oe." 

As to yoUJ.' t.hh.·<.l qu0stion, tllut of aso0.~.'tu.ining oon­
tinuol,lsly the aduresiJ oi' ..:J.tJ.~" uliqd cldld oi· school ae;e in the 
state t we know oi' no wu.y· in v.1dci1 tllLt may be d. on . .::: 1 exoept 
that .Section lO:i45, nt :Jt ~.w. 19;59, p:ovides fo:r.· u census of 
the school cldl(tr0n bGt·ween bho aGI.:IS of s:i.x and t\muty years, 
between the ·thirtieth dey o.J..' .A.p:.i.,il and the .i:'il'tcenth day of 
:May of each year. 'l'his census is delivered to the county 
superintendent o:e schooLs, ond forwarded by him. to the county 
clel"k of each o ounty, und t1J.e nw:r1es of blind children oi' school 
age :must he ,c el~tii."iecl. to 'the supe:t:int endent of th8 ;Johool i'or 
·lJhe Blind in ,:;t • Loui.s. 'l'he peJ.'·tinent r>al't o:t' that section is 
fHJ :C ollows: 

" :;: :1; ;;c 'l'he 0ount;y- \Jlel'k o1' e:uoll cotm'ty 
shull co:.ctii.'y 1' ~:c. * to tho duper-intend-ant 
of tho dchool J.'o:.c till~ j3lind in ,.;t. Louis 
the n<ll110;3 of blind pe:csor;.s of school age in 
his ootmty, :_;bring name, age, sex and color, 
and tlle naNG u.nd postoffice uul.il:.'es~ <?f par-
ent Ol' guurdlccn oi.' suc:U r~..::::eaons. '' · · ::~ 11 

summal.~izine; tho abovo, blind children of the 1n.~oper school 
ageare subject to the general compulsory sohool attendance laws, 
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vJith tlle usuul e:;.OQl}tions l.'or· home instruction atid physical 
disabilities. 

The stute supe1•iutendent ·or' solwols uwl the county 
superintendent o:i.' schools, bom·d. ol' education, p1•o bat ion or 
attendance officer concorneti, ul .. u c;hu.J;.•t::;oli v:itll the Gnfor.ce­
ment of the corrLI>Ulsory school uttenduuoe laws. 

'I•he county cle.:ck 01' ouch county must oe1·tii'y to the 
superintende11.t m: the ;;,J.i.ssow:i ;;Jollool i.' Ul' tlle Blintl at 
::;t. Louis the llci..iU.us of blhJ.G per·son3 of school uge within 
his county, dG i'lll'nisheu hh1 b;v- the county superint;endent of 
sc11ools each ye2.:r. · 

AliPROVlW: 

J, :ti:. T.i~YLOH 
Attorney General 

HIJi:Im 

ii.espectfully sulwd·tted, 

H. OBB.U 1l' L • lWlJ.~ 
..i~ssisti:Ul"b Attol'.aey Gen~ral 


